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PREFACE. 

The lectures forming the subject of this little 
volume were delivered during the spring term of 
last year as a special course at the Finsbury 
Technical C'ollegc, and were addressed to a mixed 
audience, composed of chemical students and 
practical photographers. In selecting the present 
topic, there has been no attempt to impart instruc- 
tion in the manipulative details of Photography, 
since there are already before tne public a large 
number of excellent works dealing with this 
branch of the art. It is only with the chemical 
principles underlying the subject that these lec- 
tures attempt to deal, and it is hoped that the 
mode of treatment adopted may serve the purpose 
of convincing photographers how essential is some 
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knowledge of Chemistry for the successful carrying 
on of their operations. With respect to students 
of technical science, it is always a most useful * 
intellectual discipline to have presented in a sys- 
tematic form the application of the general scien- 
tific principles which form the subjects of their 
every-day studies to some particular branch of 
technology. The interest evinced in the lectures, 
both by students and practitioners, has encouraged 
me to offer them in the present form, which is 
substantially the same as that adopted for de- 
livery. In the lecture theatre, it is of course, im- 
possible to give authorities for all the statements 
made, and such a series of references would have 
hampered the text to an extent quite out of pro- 
portion with the scope of the work. It will be 
seen, however, that I have endeavoured, as far as 
possible, to do justice to all those investigators to 
whom the subject is indebted for leading dis- 
coveries. Free use has been made of the writings 
of the late Robert Hunt, of Dr. J. M. Eder, Capt. 
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Abney, and Hauptmann Pizzighelli. I gladly 
acknowledge the assistance which I have derived 
^ from the published works of these well-known 
authorities. 

The claim of Photography to be recognized as 
a branch of Chemical Technology is now generally 
admitted, and systematic courses of instruction in 
this subject are given in many institutions through- 
out the country. The operator who treats his art 
as though it consisted simply of a miscellaneous 
collection of recipes is bound to become superseded 
in this, as in all other departments of scientific 
industry, unless he has sufficient training in general 
principles to enable him to meet new and ever- 
changing conditions. It is to be regretted that 
purely scientific chemists have of late years shown 
a tendency to neglect the Chemistry of Photo- 
graphy as being an uninviting branch of their 
science. I venture to hope that the 1p>resent work 
may contribute towards convincing such workers 
that there are many important problems still 
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awaiting solution in this field of research. Its 
high scientific interest is fort^ibly expressed by a 
saying of the late Col. Russell’s, that Photography 
would be a most interesting subject zvere it not 
for the pictures. 

In order to facilitate the teaching of the scien- 
tific principles of Photography, a number of ex- 
periments have been introduced, hints for the 
performance of which are given in the appendix 
to each lecture, the bracketed capitals in the text 
referring to these demonstrations. It is believed 
that the directions will be found sufficiently 
explicit to enable any lecture demonstrator 
possessed of ordinary skill in photographic 
manipulation to repeat them successfully. A 
large number of these experiments are believed 
to be new as lecture demonstrations, and the 
instructions have in these cases been given in 
somewhat greater detail. All the experiments 
described have been repeatedly performed, and 
they have been devised with the object of illus- 
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trdting the various points which they are intended 
to elucidate with the simplest appliances and in 
the readiest possible way. All experiments of 
'^^rcat delicacy requiring much previous preparation 
have for this reason been excluded. An electric 
arc light and lantern are indispensable for many 
of the demonstrations, but these are now such 

■v 

very general accessories in all properly-equipped 
lecture-rooms that their existence has been taken 
foi granted 

I have great pleasure in acknowledging the 
skilful assistance which I have received in carrying 
out the experiments fiom Mr T If. Norris, 
Lecture Demonstrator, and from Mr. J. M. Smith, 
one of the Students of the Chemical Department, 
who kindly volunteered his services in helping to 
illustrate the lectures. 

Finsbury Technical College, 

February^ 1889 
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THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

LECTURE I. 

Definition of Subject -Photo-physical and Photo-chemical 
Change — Photo-chemistry of Iron Salts ; of Copper, 
Mercury, Uranium, Gold, and Platmum Salts. — Photo- 
1 eduction of Chromates. — Dissociation and Oxidation. 

The subject of Photography, which has been 
chosen for this session’s course of special lectures, 
appeals to us both as an art and as a science. 
The applications of photography to the pro- 
duction of pictures, either landscapes or portraits, 
and its uses in the service of the engraver or 
lithographer may be regarded ^ as so many 
branches of technical art. With this aspect of 
the subject it is not proposed to deal on the 
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present occasion. It is more with the scientific 
principles underlying photography that I wish to 
engage your attention during this course, because 
in the first place these principles concern our 
Chemical Department as constituting a branch of 
technical chemistry, and because in the next place 
I am disposed to believe that the art is in 
danger of outstripping the science. This is a 
state of affairs which we often witness when a 
discovery of immediate practical utility is made 
There are many branches of industry which arc 
now suffering in this country because they have 
been allowed to go on from the time of their 
foundation without any attention being paid to 
the scientific principles underlying them. It has 
been found by a long course of experience that 
certain lesults can be obtained in a particular 
way and that mode of procedure has become 
stereotyped into a kind of article of faith. In 
such cases no trouble is taken to ascertain zvhy 
the particular mode of operation leads to the 
desired results — the art has here outstripped the 


science. 
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But if we thus allow a useful discovery to de- 
generate into a purely empirical industry, we are 
neglecting our duty to that science which first 
gave us the discovery ; and not only this, but 
\vc are running into the danger of seeing the 
industry taken out of our hands by more 
scientific competitors who have no stereotyped 
formula and who have taken the trouble t^ 
investigate the why and wherefore of the dif- 
ferent steps in their processes. I do not for a 
moment wish you to understand that ])hoto- 
graphy is particularly an English discovery, 
but there can be no doubt that this subject 
has suffered considerably in its scientific de- 
velopment by the haphazard experimenting of 
its unscientific devotees. Neither must it be 
forgotten that some of the greatest advances 
in the subject have been made by our own 
countrymen. When therefore I allude to that 
state of affairs in which there is a chance of 
the art going beyond the science* as being a 
condition fraught with danger, I simply wish 
to imbue you with that spirit of investigation 
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which is the life and soul of advancement in 
every department of knowledge, in order that 
we in this country may not fall short in our 
contributions to the future development of the 
subject. 

On considering the mode of treatment to be 
adopted in the present course the usual diffi- 
culty of selection presented itself. It is obvious 
that in such a wide field as that offered by 
photography but little information of value can 
be given in a short series of lectures unless the 
treatment is restricted to somewhat narrow 
limits Foi not only has the subject its 
purely artistic side, which may be at once 
dismissed as beyond our present scope, but 
even in its scientific aspects it offers inviting 
paths opening in many directions. Thus the 
apparatus used by photographers, the theory 
and construction of Icnbcs for the various 
kinds of work, the proper arrangement and 
illumination of subject and object, etc., might 
very well form the subjects of a course of 
lectures on the optics of photos’raphy — a 
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branch into which it is not proposed to enter 
on this occasion. Then again the chemistry 
of photography is capable of being dealt with 
in several ways, between which we have to 
make a choice. 

The photographer in the course of his practice 
has necessarily to make use of .various chemicals 
which he generally procures ready prepared and^f 
a purity guaranteed sufficient for his |>urposc. In 
these days, when photography has been so simplified 
by the introduction of dry plates that the camera 
is becoming cpiitc a common addition to the 
baggage of the tourist, the requirements of the 
amateur can be met at every stage, and the 
practical manipulative details are thus reduced to 
the extreme of simplicity. Both professionals and 
amateurs would however derive benefit from a 
kncwledgc of the chemistry of the materials which 
they so constantly employ — that is to say from a 
knowledge of the methods of preparation, the 
characteristic properties and reactions, and the 
modes of valuation of these materials. In other 
words, we may have a branch of the science dealing 
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with the chemistry of photographic materials — a 
kind of materia pliotographica. But inasmuch as 
tills sort of information, although of undoubted 
value, is not absolutely essential to successful work 
in photography, and since those who require it can 
find it in many of the published manuals, I think 1 
can more profitabjy occupy both my own time and 
yours by dealing with the subject from a somewhat 
higher point of view. 

The futurt advancement of photography, as of 
<ill other branches of science, depends upon a 
pro])cr recognition and application of scientific 
principles. It will be my endeavour therefore to 
make clear to you in the course of these lectures 
our present position with respect to the chemistry 
of photographic processes, so that you may see on 
the one hand what principles are involved in these 
processes, and on the other hand that you may 
realize how much we have yet to learn and in 
what directions further advance seems necessary. 
From this declaration of plan it will be seen 
that it is no part of my scheme to offer instruction 
in practical photography ; the details of processes 
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will only be given in i>o far as necessary to enable 
you to understand the principles underlying them, 

I have decided upon this mode of treatment — I 
may add after much consideration — because, as 
it seems to me, our knowledge of the chemistry 
of photographic reactions is still involved in much 
obscurity, and a wide field of investigation has yet 
to be explored before the subject can be 
established on a truly scientific basis. 

The action of light witl' which we are chiefly 
concerned in photography is a photo-chemical 
action resulting in the decomposition of certain 
compounds — usually salts of silver — and the sub- 
sequent completion of the reaction by the ap- 
plication of appropriat chemicals. By a photo- 
chemical action must be understood a chemical 
change produced by the action of light. It is 
essential to bear in mind that we aie mainly 
concerned with actions of this kind because the 
influence of light does not always induce changes 
of a purely chemical nature. We may have 
physical changes in matter produced by light, and 
it is sometimes difficult to decide in any particular 
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case how much of the effect is due to physical 
and how much to chemical change. That light 
may induce purely physical change will be evident 
on reference to the numerous recorded instances, 
a few of which may be here mentioned. 

It is well known that • under the influence of 
light such elements as sulphur and phosphorus 
gradually become transformed into their so-callcd 
allotropic modifications, ordinary phosphorus 
becoming red or amorphous and a strong solution 
of sulphur in carbon disulphide slowly depositing 
the insoluble modification when exposed to sun- 
light in a sealed tube [A] So also certain metallic 
salts, such as the ciystalline chloride or iodide cjf 
silver, nickel sulphate and zinc selenate, experience 
a change in crystalline form under the influence of 
light. 

These arc a few examples of photo-physical 
changes requiring more or less time for thcii 
completion. In some instances light is known to 
produce an instantaneous change. Crystalline 
selenium, which under ordinary circumstances is 
a very bad conductor of electricity, becomes a 
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much better conductor when light falls upon it, the 
conductivity again falling off in the dark ; this 
property of selenium, discovered by Willoughby 
Smith in 1873, has been utilised in BelTs photophonc. 
All these instances are illustrations of physical 
changes induced by light — the chemical com- 
position of the substances referred to is in no way 
altered : white and red phosphorus are chemically 
identical, so arc the soluble and insoluble 
modifications of sulphur, and the same is true of 
the different ciystalline forms assumed by a salt 
such as nickel sulphate or zinc sclenate. 

Regarded as a chemical agent light may 
produce both combination and decomposition, 
although it is often very difhcult to say whether 
any particular effect is the result of one or the 
other or of br)th modes of action. Consider for 
instance one of the most familiar cases, the action 
of light upon a mixture of chlorine and hydrogen. 
These gases, as is well known, react explosively 
under the influence of a strong light to form 
hydrogen chloride [R]. This is usually spoken of 
as a case of combination, but it is highly probable 
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that a decomposition of the molecule of chlorine 
precedes its union with the hydrogen. The reason 
for believing in such preliminary decomposition is 
that the rays which arc most active in bringing 
about the reaction are the blue and violet, z.e. just 
those rays which arc absorbed by chlorine ^ 
Without attempting therefore to draw any hard 
and fast line between decomposition and com- 
bination, let us pass on to the consideration of 
some of the photo-chemical reactions which are 
likely to be of interest, either directly or indirectly, 
in connection with our present subject. It is 
advisable to approach photogiaphy from this 
broad point of view because we have now become 
s(j accustomed to associate photographic processes 
with the salts of silver that there is a danger of 
forgetting the fact that other compounds are also 
possessed of photo-susceptibility. 

As examples of reactions promoted or caused 
by light let us first consider some of the more 


^ According to some researchc'i recently published by Pringsheim 
{Ann. Phys. Chem, Ser. 2, a'oI xxvii p. 384), water \apour is 
essential to the reaction 
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familiar cases which may be said almost to obtrude 
themselves under the notice of chemists who are 
in the habit of keeping reagents on shelves 
exposed to light. It is well known that chlorine 
water under the influence of light gradually 
becomes acid from the formation of hydrochloric 
acid, whilst oxygen is liberated. It is instructive 
to compare this change with the same reaction 
brought about by heat. By passing steam and 
chlorine through a red hot lube hydrogen chloride 
and oxygen arc formed [C] according to the 
equation : — 

2Cl-\-2Hp=4UC\ + 0. 

An aqueous solution of hydriodic acid also 
is gradually decomposed by light and becomes 
brown from the liberation of >odine. This re- 
action is of interest from our present point of 
view because it is not a simple case of the 
resolution or dissociation of a compound into 
its constituents, but a reaction in which the 
oxygen of the air takes a part 


4HI+02=:2H,0+2l, 
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The proof of this is that the change does not 
occur when air is excluded. In the presence of 
air an aqueous solution of hydrogen iodide under- 
goes the same decomposition in the dark, only 
more slowly, so that in this case light acts as an 
accelcratoi of a chemical change which takes place 
less rapidly in the dark 

The action of light upon metallic compounds 
such as the oxides and salts is, speaking in general 
terms, a reducing action, so that it is important to 
rcmembei that the metallic compounds whicli 
show the most striking photo-chemical changes 
arc very generally those which arc capable of 
being reduced from a higher to a lower state 
of oxidation. Among the metallic compounds 
which chemical students aie in the habit of re- 
garding as typical of those capable of foiming two 
such classes, the salts of iron will at once suggest 
themselves It is well known that feiric salts in 
the presence of i educing agents lose some of their 
oxygen or othei negative constituent and become 
converted into ferrous compounds. This re- 
duction can also be effected by light. It must be 
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understood however that the photo-chemical change 
can only take place in the presence of oxidizable 
matter, so that the reduction of the ferric salt and 
the oxidation of the associated substance proceed 
simultaneously. 

The photo-sensitiveness of ferric compounds has 
long been known, having been first systematically 
examined by Sir John Herschel, to whom phokD- 
graphy was in its early days indebted for many 
important contributions. As a type of photo- 
chemical change it will be instructive to enter 
somewhat further into these reactions on the pre- 
sent occasion. Let us start from purely chemical 
considerations : — 

Reducing agents sueii as nascent hydrogen, 
sulphurous acid, &c., immediately reduce ferric 
compounds [D] either in the presence or absence 
of light : — 

Fe^ (SOJ3 + SO, + 2H2O = 2FeSO, 2H2SO, 

Ferric sulphate. Ferrous sulphate. 

Here the reducing agent, sulphur dioxide, 
becomes oxidized into sulphuric acid at the ex- 
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pense of the oxygen of the ferric salt. Now when 
light falls upon an aqueous solution of a ferric 
salt — say ferric chloride— no reduction takes place, 
because under these circumstances the solvent 
water does not act as a reducing agent ; but in 
the presence of organic compounds which are 
easily oxidized, and which therefore absorb 
oxygen or other negative elements, or, in other 
words, which act as reducing agents, ferrous chlor- 
ide is formed. Thus an ethereal or alcoholic solution 
of ferric chloride is reduced by light [E], In the 
case of alcohol the change might be represented 
thus : — 

FC2CI, + C,H ,0 = Fe^Cl, -f Cyip + 2IICI. 

Ferric Alcohol, Ferrous Aldehyde, 

chloride. chloride. 

If therefore we have a ferric salt in contact with 
something that will act as a reducing agent, we can 
insure the formation of a ferrous salt on exposure 
to light. You must notice the expression will act, 
because the whole secret of the photo-chemical 
action is involved therein. We do not want a 
substance that does act, such as sulphurous acid. 
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but a compound ready to act when, under the 
stimulus of light, the substance with which it is 
associated is decomposed : we must have a system 
ready to undergo rearrangement, but waiting the 
application of some external energy to set it off. 

In order to utilize the photo-rcducibility of a 
ferric salt for the production of a picture wc may 
spread the salt over a surface of paper because 
this, being an organic substance, acts as the re- 
ducing agent Of course it comes to the same 
thing if wc use an organic ferric salt. By exposing 
such a sheet of ferric-coated paper to the electric 
light for a short time under a design cut out in 
black paper, the portion exposed to the influence 
of light, 7,r, the desigi becomes delineated in 
ferrous salt, and thus becomes faintly visible, 
because of the lighter colour of the latter as 
compared with the yellow ferric compound. The 
contrast can of course be made more striking by 
washing over the exposed paper with a solution of 
some substance which forms a coloured compound 
with one salt and not with the other. Thus all 
chemists know that potassium ferricyanide gives 
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only a dark colouration and no precipitate with 
ferric salts, whilst with ferrous salts it forms a 
blue precipitate of ferrous ferricyanide (Turnbull’s 
blue) : — 

3Fc2Cl/-r 2KgFc2Cyi2 = 2Fc\(Fc2Cyi2) + i-KCl. 

By washing the exposed surface with a solution 
of ferricyanide the pattern therefore becomes re- 
vealed or, as photographers would say, developed in 
Turnbull’s blue [Fj. 

The photo-reduction of the ferric salt is some- 
times accompanied by the visible evolution of a 
product of oxidation. This is the case with a 
solution of ferric oxalate which under the influence 
of light gives off carbon dioxide and deposits 
ferrous oxalate 

Fc,(C204), FC2(C20J2 + 2 CO 2 . 

The organic acid of the ferric salt here plays 
the pait of the reducing agent, the reaction being 
sufficiently definite to enable it to be employed as 
a method of chemical photometry. 

This behaviour of the iron salts under the in- 
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fluence of light will serve as a useful introduction 
to the photo-chemistry of other metallic salts. We 
may look upon these reactions as typical cases 
of the photo-reduction of a salt from a higher 
to a lower state of oxidation in the presence of 
organic reducing agents. The ^levelopment by 
means of ferricyanide may from our present point 
of view be put into the background as being onl}^ 
of secondary importance. The one great lesson 
conveyed by the illustrations chosen is that the 
reducing action of light does not necessarily 
always mean a removal of oxygen, but other 
negative elements may also be removed and fixed 
by the reducing agent, such, for example, as 
chlorine when ferric chloride oxidizes alcohol or 
ether under the influence of light. 

Without in any way eittempting a complete 
treatment of the photo-chemistry of all the metallic 
salts which are influenced by light, it will be of 
interest to consider here some of the better known 
instances. 

In the case of copper it is known that, cupric 
becomes reduced to cuprous compoundi§, such for 

C 
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example as an alcoholic or ethereal solution of 
cupric chloride, which becomes reduced to cuprous 
chloride under the influence of light. The action 
is here analogous to the photo-reduction of ferric 
salts and requires no special explanation. With 
respect to the reduction of cuprous chloride I 
shall have to say more hereafter. 

Mercuric chloride in aqueous solution is slowly 
decomposed by bright light in the following 
manner . — 

4HgCU 2H.p = 2lIg,Cl2 + 4HCI + O,. 

Mercuric chloride. Mercurous chloride. 

As oxygen is here liberated you will readily 
understand that in accordance with the principles 
previously laid down the reaction would be pro- 
moted by the presence of some oxygen-absorbing, 
i,e, oxidizablc substance. It has accordingly been 
found that the addition of organic substances, such 
as formic, oxalic, succinic, tartaric, and other 
acids, sugar, &c. hastens the decomposition. Thus 
a mixture of mercuric chloride and ammonium 
oxalate under the influence of light gives off 
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carbon dioxide and rapidly deposits mercurous 
chloride [G] : — 

2HgC], -f (NHJ,CA = + 2NH,CI + 2CO,. 

This decomposition, like the corresponding 
change undergone by ferric oxalate, proceeds at 
a measurable rate and has been utilized for the 
({uantitative determination of the intensity of light;^ 

Other mercuric salts, such as the nitrate, 
sulphate, carbonate, chromate, &c., when spread 
over the surface of a sheet of paper and exposed 
to light, also undergo reduction accompanied by a 
change of colour [H]. 

Uranic salts in contact with organic substances, 
such as alcohol, ether, glycerol, paper, &c., behave 
like the ferric compounds and undergo reduction 
on exposure to light Uranous compounds no 
doubt result from this reduction, but the reactions 
have not been sufficiently studied from their 
chemical side to enable us to represent the 
changes satisfactorily by equations. It must be 
borne in mind that the so-called uranic salts are 
really salts of the oxygenated radical UOo, uranyl, 
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so that in the photo-reduction this radical may part 
with its oxygen. Thus, in the case of uranyl 
sulphate dissolved in alcohol and exposed to light, 
uranous sulphate is deposited — 


2UO2SO4 = UCSOJ, + + OXabsorbed) 


The oxygen is of course not liberated, but is 
used up in oxidizing the alcohol, probably with 
the formation of acetic acid 

It must suffice for the present to mention that 
the sensitiveness of the uranic salts is sufficient to 
enable these compounds to be used for photo- 
graphic purposes [I] 

Good illustrations of photo-chemical reduction 
are furnished by the salts of gold. Thus a solution 
of auric chloride, AuCl^, in contact with organic 
substances is reduced first to aurous chloride, 
AuCl, and then to metallic gold The photo- 
graphic importance of the easy reducibility of gold 
salts will be seen subsequently when we come to 
consider the chemistry of the proce ss o f toning 
The photo-reduction of the takes 

place readily in the pi esen^feiqjii^rganic^s ices, 
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especially when the platinous salts are used. The 
reduction, as in the case of gold compounds, 
proceeds to the extreme, metallic platinum being 
deposited in an extremely fine state of division. 
The two classes of platinum salts are typified by 
platinic chloride, PtCl^, and platinous chloride, 
PtClg, both of which form double salts with the 
chlorides of the alkali metals : — 

PtCl4,2KCl =: K^PtCI,. PtCl2, 2KCI = KgPtCl^. 

Potassium chloroplatinate. Potassium chloroplatinite. 

The chromates are among those salts, w^ell 
known to chemists as powerful oxidizers, which 
arc easily reducible by light in the presence of 
organic or other oxidizj’ble substances and which 
are of great importance in photography. The 
general character of the change which takes place 
when a chromate is reduced may be exemplified 
by the well-known reduction of potassium dichro- 
mate by means of sulphuric acid and alcohol : — 

KXrA + 4H2SO, + 3C,HoO = 

Potassium dichromate. Alcohol. 

Cr2(S04)3 + K2S0^ + 3C2H4O -f- 
Chromium sulphate. Aldehyde. 
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It is to be observed in this reaction that the 
dichromate, which is a salt of the acid chromic 
oxide, CrOa, becomes reduced to a salt of the basic 
oxide CrgOg [J]. 

This reaction will serve to illustrate the gen- 
eral nature of the photo-rreduction. A solution of 
potassium or ammonium dichromatc spread over 
paper and exposed to light becomes brown on the 
exposed portions [K] The paper (or its contained 
size) here plays the part of the reducing agent, 
just in the same manner that it docs in the case 
of ferric chloride. Other organic substances, such 
as sugar, glycerol, albumen, gums, gelatine, &c., 
exert a similar influence. No free acid is neces- 
sary in these cases of photo-reduction ; it appears 
indeed probable that the oxygen of the dichromatc 
is used up in forming acid products of oxidation 
from the organic substances, so that the alkali 
would be thus neutralized. In the case of gelatine 
for example it has been proved that formic acid 
is among the products of its photo-oxidation by 
dichromate. 

The dichromates moreover are themselves acid 
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salts, containing an excess of acid oxide, and it 
has been shown that the first step in their photo- 
reduction in the presence of an organic substance 
is in many instances, if not generally, the chromium 
chromate, Cr^O^, CrOg or CrgO^, which compound 
is capable of further reduction : — 

4Cr30o = 6 Cr 203 -f sO^- 

The action of light upon chromatized gelatine 
is the foundation of several important printing pro- 
cesses. By this action not only is the dichromate 
reduced, but the gelatine is at the same time 
rendered insoluble. It seems probable that the 
insoluble compound thus formed contains oxide of 
chromium as an essentia, constituent. It will be of 
interest here to remark that in this case we have 
another reaction in which light acts as an ac- 
celerator of chemical change, since chromatized 
gelatine becomes gradually insoluble in the dark\ 
especially in a moist atmosphere. 


Wc have now considered a sufficient number of 
instances to enable us to realize more clearly the 
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general nature of the change which takes place 
when light acts upon reducible salts in the presence 
of oxidizable substances. It Villdn future be well 
to bear in mind that photo-reduction may mean 
either a liberation of oxygen or of some other 
negative clement, such as chlorine — that is to say 
we must expand our ideas of photo-reduction so 
as to include dehalogcnization as well as deoxida- 
tion. Although in the cases given an oxygen or 
chlorine-absorbing substance, t.e. a reducing agent, 
is essential to the reaction, it must not be supposed 
that all photo-chemical changes arc of this charac- 
ter. It will serve to broaden our views if we now 
consider a few other typical illustrations. 

In some instances light, like heat, can produce 
changes of the nature of pure dissociation, such 
for example as when mercurous oxide becomes 
converted into mercuric oxide and mercury, or 
mercurous chloride into the mercuric salt and the 
metal [L] : — 

IlgsO = HgO 4- Pig 
Hg,CU = HgCl, + Hg 

So also certain metallic oxides, such as those 
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of gold and silver, give off oxygen and leave a 
residue containing the metal on exposure to 
light. All such decompositions as these may 
be regarded as cases of photo-dissociation.^ 
Under the influence of light the rate of oxida- 
tion by atmospheric oxygen is often accelerated, 
and it is probable that this photo-oxidation plays 
an important part in many photographic phcnoro- 
cna which wc shall have to deal with hereafter. 
I m^y remind you of one illustration of this kind 
of action given in the early part of this lecture, 
viz., the oxidation of an aqueous solution of 
liydriodic acid with the liberation of iodine (see 
p. 11). In a similar manner potassium iodide, 
although stable when dry, gradually becomes 
alkaline and discoloured when exposed to light 
in a moist state, the change being due to photo- 
chemical oxidation by atmospheric oxygen ^ : — 

4KI + 2Up + O, =-- 4KOH + 2I,. 

^ Gaseous hydrogen iodide is decomposed by light ; after expo- 
sure for a summer month to daylight 80 per cent, of the gas was 
found to be decomposed. G. Lemoine, Ann. Chini. Phys, ser, 5, 
vol. xii. p. 145. 

** Vidan, Pkarm. Journ, Trans. 3rd ser, vol. v. p. 383. 
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In this case the pota|Ssium iodide itself may 
play the part of the reducing* agent, since it is 
known that this salt ^combines with two atoms of 
iodine to form the unstable triiodidc, KI ^. 

Other examples of oxidation are furnished by 
lead compounds, moist litharge becoming gradually 
deeper coloured and a thin film of lead sulphide 
becoming bleached on exposure to light and air 
[M]. So far as .the chemistry of these changes is 
concerned the reaction? are simple enough : — 

6PbO -f 0^ = 2rbA 
Vhp, f O, = 3PbO, 

In the case of litharge the fir-^t product is led 
lead and the final product the brown peroxide. In 
the case of the sulphide the sulphate is formed : — 

rbS + 2 O, - PbSO, 

Certain resinous and bitumenous substances 
when exposed in thin films to the action of light 
and air become insoluble in hydrocarbons and 
other oils which dissolve them freely before 
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such exposure. The action here probably due 
to photo-oxidation, since air is essential. This 
particular kind of photo-chemical oxidation is 
historically inteiesting as having been the method 
employed in the first successful attempt to fix a 
photographic image by Joseph Nic^f^phore Niepce 
about the year 1S24. This inventor — who, with 
Daguerre, must be considered as the founder qf 
photography— coated a metallic plate with bitumen 
and exposed for some hours in a camera provided 
^\ith a lens. The image was afterwards developed 
by immersion in oil of lavender, which dissolved the 
portions of the film unacted upon by light and left 
a picture in insoluble bitumen. The discovery 
of this, the first truly piiotographic process, laid 
the foundation of a printing process which is still 
in use 

Among other instances of the photo-chemical 
oxidation of carbon compounds may be mentioned 
the well known bleaching action of light upon 
certain natural and artificial colouring matters. 
Here for instance arc examples of designs formed 
by the action of light upon papers dyed with 
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eosin and methylene blue, the former being 
sensitive enough to show a perceptible amount 
of fading on exposure to sunlight for ten or 
fifteen minutes [N]. 

The typical cases of photo-chemical action which 
have now been considered may be regarded as 
illustrative of a special branch of our science which 
may be termed photo-chemistry, and of this 
photographic chemistry in the sense here dealt 
with must be looked upon as an offshoot. There 
are of course many other kinds of chemical 
action effected by light upon which I should 
have been tempted to dwell if they could in any 
way have been directly connected with photo- 
graphic processes. Thus the decomposition of 
carbon dioxide by the green leaves of plants, the 
photo-decomposition of the vapours of organic 
compounds such as amyl nitrite, isopropyl iodide, 
etc,, investigated by Tyndall, the polymerisation 
of liquids like vinyl bromide, and the re- 
markable influence of light in determining the 
precise part of the molecule of a hydrocarbon 
attacked by chlorine or bromine recently in- 
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vestigated by Schramm/ arc all types of 
photo-chemical action which would lead us too 
far astray if followed up in the present course 
‘of lectures. 

' Bff\ Dcutsch. Ckem, Gcsdl. 1885, vol. xviii. pp. 350, 606, and 
1,272; Ibid. 18S6, vol. xix. p. 2f2 



APPENDIX TO LECTURE I. 

A (p. b). — Two scaled glass tubes were ex- 
hibited both containing a portion of the same 
saturated solution of sulphur in carbon disulphide. 
One tube had been exposed to light for a week or 
two and contained a deposit of crystalline sulphur 
incrusting the side of the glass, while the other, 
which had been kept in the dark, was pcrfcctl}' 
clear. 

B (p, 9).' — For details concerning the experi- 
mental illustration of the explosion of hydrogen 
and chlorine under the influence of light see Roscoe 
and Schorlcmmer’s Treatise on Cliemistry^ vol. i. 
p. 125. 

C (p. 11). — Chlorine is passed through a flask 
containing boiling water and the mixed ga.s and 
water vapour passed though a porcelain tube 
strongly heated in a gas combustion furnace. The 
escaping gas is received over dilute caustic soda 
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solution to absorb excess of chlorine, and shown 
to be oxygen by the usual tests. 

D (p. 13).— A solution of ferric chloride is 
divided into two portions, to '^one of which 
sulphurous acid or an aqueous solution of a 
sulphite is added. The two beakers are placed 
side by side on white paper and a few drops of 
potassium fcrricyanide solution allowed to fall 
into each, the beaker containing the reduced 
iron salt giving a blue precipitate and the un* 
reduced solution a brown colouration. 

E (p. 14). — A solution of ferric chloride in 
alcohol (methylated spirit answers the purpose) 
is divided into twO portions in two large test 
tubes, one of which is placed on the table away 
from the influence of light and the other in a 
beaker of water (to keep it cool) and exposed for 
five or ten minutes to the electric beam from an 
arc lamp concentrated by means of a lens. After 
exposure the two tubes are placed side by side and 
fcrricyanide added to each, when the solution in the 
exposjod tube gives a deep blue precipitate and the 
other the usual brown colouration. 

F (p. 16). — Paper is coated with a 10 per cent, 
solution of ammonio-ferric citrate by floating on 
the liquid for a few minutes and then allowing it 
to dry in a dark room. After exposure for about 
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ten minutes to the electric light under a design cut 
out in black paper, the sheet is withdrawn and 
developed by brushing a solution of potassium 
ferricyanide over the surface. 

G (p. 19). — The mixture of mercuric chloride 
and ammonium oxalate used in Eder’s “ mercury- 
oxalate photometer” can be employed in this 
experiment. The solution is made as follows : — 

No. 1 — 4 grams crystallized ammonium ox£ilatc 
100 cc distilled water. 

No. 2 — 5 grams mercuric chloride 
100 c.c. distilled watci 

Bcfoie use two volumes of No. 1 are added to 
one volume of No. 2 and the clear solution placed 
in a flask in the electric beam. The separation of 
the shining white crystalline mercurous salt soon 
commences, and forms a very sinking lecture 
demonstration. 

II (p. 19). — Dark mercurous oxide prepared by 
precipitating mercurous nitrate with caustic potash 
is collected on a filter, washed with water, and 
allowed to dry in the air in the dark. A test tube 
is filled with the dry powder and exposed to light 
for some days, when the side towards the light 
becomes ochreous owing to the formation of 
mercuric oxide, the other side remaining dark. 
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This tube was exhibited and also old specimens 
of various mercurial preparations which had been 
kept for a long time in a cupboard with glass doors, 
the sides of the bottles towards the light showing 
in many cases discoloration. Signs of decom- 
position were particularly noticeable in the case 
of a specimen of calomel. 

I (p. 20). — Paper is floated on a 15 per. cent 
solution of uranium nitrate in distilled water for 
about ten minutes and then allowed to dry in the 
dark. The paper is exposed under a design for 
.ibout fifteen minutes to the electric light and then 
developed with ferricyanide, as in the case of the 
ainmonio-fcrric citrate paper. It saves time if 
the ]>apcr is given a preliminary exposure biTore 
the lecture. 

J (p. 22). — A hot solution of potassium di- 
chromate of a distinct orange colour is placed in 
a beam of electric light in a flask and alcohol 
dropped in till the colour changes to green fred 
by transmitted light). The oxidizing action of 
chromic oxide was also shown by the familiar 
experiment of dropping alcohol on to the solid 
crystals, when the heat produced causes the alcohol 
to take fire. 

K (p. 22). — A design was exhibited produced hy\ 
exposing a sheet of paper coated with potassium 

D 
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dichromate under a pattern cut out in black paper. 
The exposed portions are brown. 

L (p. 24). — The specimens r^eferred to in exp. H 
illustrate these reactions. 

M (p. 26). — A design can be printed on paper 
coated with lead sulphide by floating on a solution 
of the acetate and then exposing to sulphuretted 
hydrogen till a brown surface is produced and 
drying in the dark. After some days’ exposure 
to bright light the exposed portions become 
lighter. 

N (p. 28). — Papers were coloured by floating 
on a solution of eosin (*25 grm per litre) and 
methylene blue ('25 grm. per litre) and then 
exposed under a design in the usual way. In 
the course of about a week the exposed portions 
have faded .sufficiently to render the design con- 
spicuous, and after three weeks the blue and red 
patterns appear on almost a white background. 
jVIany other coal tar colouring matters, such as 
the methyl violets, iodine green, etc., arc equally 
susceptible of photo-oxidation. 



LECTURE II. 


Photo-chemj5try of the Silver Compounds. — Historical. — 
The Chloiide ; loss of Chlorine on exposure to Light — 
Composition of Darkened Product. — Analogy of Silver 
Haloids with Cuprous, Mercuious, and Thallous Haloids. 
— The Bromide and Iodide. — Carey Lea’s Experiments 
on the Photo-salts. 

AMO^G the pholo-ieduciblc metallic salts those of 
silver occupy such an important place in all photo- 
g^iaphic processes that their considei ition has been 
defeired in order that they might receive their due 
share of attention in the present lecture. Not 
only are these salts of great practical importance 
at the present time, but they arc historically 
interesting as having been the compounds in which 
a change of colour on exposure to light was first 
observed and recorded. I i egret much that the 


D 2 
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scope of the present lectures will not admit of 
lengthy historical digressions, and it must suffice 
here to mention that the darkening of the skin 
when touched by silver nitrate was known to 
Albertus Magnus in the thirteenth century. The 
darkening of native silver chloride (horn silver) on 
removal from the mine was described by Fabricius 
in the sixteenth century, and in the seventeenth 
century Glauber and Robert Boyle speak of the 
discoloration of silver compounds, although none 
of these earlier writers appear to have suspected 
that the darkening was due to the action of 
light. The first distinct statement as to the dark- 
ening of a silver compound being the result of the 
influence of light was made by a German physician, 
J. H. Schulze, who in 1727 observed that when a 
solution of silver in nitric acid was poured on to 
chalk the precipitate darkened on the side exposed 
to light, and he clearly proved by experiment 
that this effect was produced by light and not 
by heat.^ 

All the salts of silver, both inorganic and organic, 

^ Ecler’s Handbuch dcr Photographies 18S4, Part I,, p. 2. 
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are more or less decomposed by light, especially 
and sometimes only in the presence of oxidizable 
substances. Thus an aqueous solution of silver 
nitrate is not acted upon by light unless organic 
matter or some other form of reducing agent is 
present. But although the various silver salts 
offer for consideration many instructive cases of 
photo-chemical action, it will be better to limit om 
attention to those which are of paramount prac- 
tical importance in photography, viz. : the chloride, 
bromide, and iodide, known to chemists under the 
general designation of the silver haloids. 

The fact that silver chloride becomes violet and 
finally brownish violet on exposure to light has 
been known since the middle of the eighteenth 
century, the earliest statement wit^ respect to the 
precipitated chloride (as distinguished from native 
“horn silver’’) being attributed to Prof. Johann 
Baptist Beccarius of Turin. This property, so 
familiar to all students of chemistry, is, I need 
hardly remind you, utilized at the present time in 
our silver printing processes. The cases of photo- 
chemical decomposition which have been considered 
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in the last lecture will 1 am sure have prepared 
you for the fust questions which we must now 
put to ourselves. What chemical change does the 
discoloration of silver chloride indicate ? Is it 
a chemical change, or is it purely physical ? Is it, 
if chemical, a process of dissociation, of double 
decomposition, or of oxidation It will be inter- 
esting to us as chemists to consider how these 
questions have been answered 

It has been held by some authorities that the 
change is a physical one ; that violet silver chloride 
has the same chemical composition as the unaltered 
compound. But this view may be dismissed at 
once, because it is certain that the chloride loses 
chlorine on exposure to light, a fact known to 
Schecle so far back as the year 1777. It has been 
shown by numerous analyses that the darkened 
chloride is poorer in chlorine than the white 
chloride. This may bo regarded as a direct proof 
that the change is a chemical one, and there arc 
moreover several methods by which the liberation 
of chlorine, or at any rate some chlorine containir, 
gas, can be directly demonstrated [A]. Then 



LOSS OF CHLORINE BY CHLORIDE, 


39 


have indirect proof that chlorine is given off in the 
fact that chlorine absorbents, such as silver nitrate, 
stannous chloride, or organic substances, accelerate 
the photo-chemical decomposition, thus reminding 
us of the action of alcohol upon ferric chloride 
under the influence of light On the other hancf 
oxidizing agents which tend to prevent the absorp- 
tion of chlorine, such as mercuric or stannic chlor-^ 
idc, ferric salts, or chlorine itself, retard the photo ^ 
decomposition, or, if present in sufficient quantity, 
prevent it altogether [B]. 

Taking it as established that the discoloration 
of silver chloride on exposure to light is a photo- 
chemical and not a photo-physical action, we have 
next to push our inquiries farther and to ask what 
chemical difference exists betw^een the violet and 
white chloride. Beyond the fact chat the violet 
chloride contains less chlorine it must be confessed 
that our chemical knowledge is still very deficient. 
It may be of service if I here point out exactly 
what we know and what we do not know with 
o.^(5ct to this fundamental photo-chemical dccom- 
clyion. You will find it generally stated in books 
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that the change is due to the formation of a sub- 
chloride of silver according to the equation : — 

^/4AgCl = 2A.g_jCl + CI 2 . 

Now, whatever may be the plausibility of this 
reaction, it must not be forgotten that the ex- 
istence of the subchloride is only inferred from 
the analogy of silver with the metals of the coppei 
group, and i^^ not the result of the analysis of the 
pute compound Amongst the work published b\ 
the various chemists who have studied these com- 
pounds I cg^ find no satisfactory proof that the 
subs^J^^^l^ has e\cr been isolated in such a 
form as to establish its chemical individuality . 
The notion that the subchloride is the product of 
the photo-decompogition of the normal chloride 
was first suggested in 1814 by Fischer, and was 
reiterated in 1834 by Wetzlar, and has since re- 
ceived general acceptance It is not difficult to 
see why this suggestion has found its way into 
the books as though it expressed an established 
chemical truth. 1 have already said that it must 
be admitted that silver chloride loses chlorine 
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on exposure to light ; hence it has been assumed ' 
that only one of two things could happen, viz. 
thac the salt must be reduced to the metallic state, 
or to a sub-salt. On this assumption we should 
have in the first instance a mixture of metal 
with unaltered chloride, and in the second case a 
mixture of chloride and subchloride. Now it is well 
known that the darkening of silver chloride take^f** 
place under nitidc acid, and it has also been found 
that this acid docs not dissolve out any appreci- 
able quantity of silver from the darkened chloride, 
so that it has been concluded that the latter does 
not contain any free metal. By that process of 
reasoning known as exclusion it has therefore been 
assumed that the other alternative holds good — 
that the darkening is due to the formation of sub- 
chloride. 

\\ hat has modern chemistry to say with 
respect to the existence of the subchloride ? From 
an d priori point of view we have, as already 
stated, the analogy suggested by the relationship 
of silver to copper and mercury, both of which 
metals form subchloridcs. But we all know that 
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analogy, although at times a very useful guide, is 
apt to lead us into difficulties if trusted too im- 
plicitly. Let us turn in the first place therefore 
to a much safer principle, and sec what laboratory 
work has done of late years towards the solution 
of the problem 

It must be confessed that the results in this 
direction have been somewhat unsettling as far as 
concerns the sub-salts of silver, (^ne strong argu- 
ment in favour of the existence of these salts has 
rilways been the supposed suboxide, Ag^O, 
obtained in 1839 by Wohler by reducing the citrate 
in a current of hydrogen at ioo°C. But recent 
investigations by Muthmann,^ by Fricdheim,‘^ and 
by Bailey and Fowler at Owens College^ appear 
to me to render the existence . of Wohler’s sub- 
oxide extremely doubtful, thereby making all the 
statements about the subchloride being formed by 

’ Per. Dcut. Chetn. Gesell 1887, p, 983. 

^ Ibid. 1887, p. 2554 and 1888, p. 307. See also papers by 
Pillitz [Zcit^cJv ijt fur Aualvt Ckemie. vol. xxi. pp. 27 and 496), by 
Spencer Newbury {Amrr. Chem. Jmrn. vol. viii. p. 196) and by 
V. der Pfordten Dent. Chem. Gesell. 1887, pp. 1458 and 3375 •’ 
and 1888, p. 2288) 

Journ. Chem, Soc. Tran^. 18S7, p 416. 
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the action of hyd *‘ochloric acid upon this sub-^ 
oxide equally doubtful.^ 

Such being the outcome of recent work upon 
the suboxidc, we may now come back to the 
main ciuestion and ask whether the darkened 
chloride has e/cr been submitted to such an ex- 
amination at the hands of chemists as to have 
furnished distinct evidence of the existence of 
till subchloiide therein. In answer to this it 
must be admitted that the evidence thus far ob- 
triined goes no farther than to show that the 
darkened chloride contains less chlorine than the 
unaltered chloride. This result has in nearly all 
cases been arrived at by determining one con- 
stituent only, either the silver or the chlorine, and 
then representing the loss of chlor’nc as corre- 
sponding to the formation of so mucii subchloridc. 
by this means different experimenters have given 
different estimates of the amount of subchloride 
formed. Carey Lea for example states that when 

^ The suhstance ol)ta)aea by this means has accaiairuj to v. Bibra 
the formula A^;4C1, {Ser. Dcut. Chetn. GeselL 1875, p. 741), 
but the above quoted invest ijrat ions tend to show that it is a 
mixture and not a dehnite chemical compound. 
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silver chloride is exposed under water for five 
days one per cent, is reduced to subchloridc, and 
Riche asserts that after exposure for a year and 
a half the formula of the reduced salt corresponds 
to Ag3Cl2. But it will become evident on con-^ 
sideration that such methods can never give 
satisfactory evidence as to the formation of the 
subchloride, because the existence of this salt is 
first assumed and the loss of chlorine then attri- 
buted to its production — as clear a case of circular 
reasoning as one could wish to meet with. 

So far then we get no justification for the be- 
lief in the formation of silver subchloride by the 
photo-reduction of the white chloride. The pro- 
duct, whatever it may be, is not definite enough 
to be identified as a sub-salt by its chemical 
characteristics with the same sharpness that wc 
can distinguish between other chlorides and sub- 
chlorides, such, for example as mercuric and mer- 
curous or cupric and cuprous chlorides. By the 
action of solvents which arc known to dissolve 
silver chloride, such as sodium thiosulphate, po- 
tassium cyanide, or ammonia, the darkened chloride 
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always leaves a residue of metallic silver. But here 
again we t no real information as to the presence 
of a sub‘Salt, because the existence of the latter is 
assumed and the action of the solvents repre- 
sented by such equations as these : — 

Ag,Cl + Na^S/),, = AgNaSP3 NaCl + Ag 
Ag.^Cl 4 - 2KCN = AgK(CN)2 -\- KCA -f Ag 
2 Ag 2 Cl + 3NH3 = r2AgCl + 3NH3] 4 2Ag. 

But these equations seem, to say the least of 
them, somewhat improbable, because if the sub- 
chloride were such an unstable compound as to 
be decomposed by these solvents it is hardly 
likely that it could be formed in the presence of 
such a powerful oxidizer as nitric acid. Never- 
theless it is well known that silver chloride 
darkens under nitric acid and, although somewhat 
less rapidly, even under the strongest acid. 

Now let us consider the arguments from analogy 
and see what value really attaches to them. The 
nearest analogues of the silver haloids are the 
corresponding salts of mercury, copper, and 
thallium. Thus the insolubility of mercurous, 
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cuprous, and thallous chlorides reminds us of silver 
chloride, so that if analogy shows anything it 
must lead us to believe that silver is the analogue 
of copper, mercury, and thallium in the cuprous, 
mercurous, and thallous states. This is admitted 
by all chemists ; but when it is asserted, as we 
sometimes find in books, that the existence of a 
silver subchloride is rendered probable by the 
existence of cuprous or mercurous chloride, the 
analogy has been over-strained. Silver is strictly 
speaking not analogous to copper and mercury, 
but to cuprosum and mercurosum — chemists pre- 
sent will understand what is meant by these 
terms — so that the white chloride only is ir 
reality comparable with these other chlorides. 
But no chlorides of copper, mercury, or thallium 
are known containing less chlorine than the cu- 
prous, mercurous, or thallous chlorides, and thus 
there is no warrant for believing in a silver chloride 
containing less chlorine than the white chloride 
— in other words, the analogy breaks down if we 
attempt to compare the darkened chloride of 
silver with the lower chlorides of these other 
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metals, but is perfectly legitimate if we limit the 
comparison to the white silver chloride and the 
other subchlorides. If we compare the four metals 
from this, the only admissible standpoint, we shall 
find that the analogy not only docs not favour the 
view that the darkened product of photo-decom- 
position is silver subchloridc, but that it furnishes 
many strong arguments against this view. 

In the first place, the fact that the product of 
photivreduction is a highly-coloured compound 
is at variance with the fact that all the other 
subchlorides are white. In the next place mer- 
curous chloride is, as I pointed out in the last 
lecture, resolved by the action of light into 
mercuric chloride and metal and not into a 
lower chloride and chlorine. Then again the 
lower chlorides of mercury, copper, and thallium arc 
perfectly definite salts easily prepared b}^ chemical 
methods ; but they cannot be formed in the 
presence of oxidizing agents, and that is why 
it is impossible to believe that die darkened 
silver compound, which forms under nitric acid, 
is a subchloridc. 
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It is to be hoped that the time which I have 
devoted to the consideration of this one salt 
of silver will not be looked upon as out of 
proportion to its importance, but the photo- 
decornposition of the chloride is really a type 
reaction as far as concerns our present subject. 
I told you at starting that the object of these 
lectures was to enable you to see among other 
things how much we have yet to learn con- 
cerning the chemistry of photographic processes, 
and now at the very outset we find ourselves 
face to face with a fundamental reaction which 
cannot be satisfactorily explained. P'rom one 
point of view, however, this is perhaps rather a 
fortunate circumstance, because you will perceive 
that there is yet room for further investigation 
in this direction. Then again, if you once ade- 
quately realize the fact that the equation 

4AgCl = 2AgXl+Cl2. 

does not rest upon an absolutely secure experi- 
mental basis, you will be the better prepared 
to receive the true explanation when it comes, 
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without that severe shock to the feelings which 
is generally produced by the upsetting of tinie- 
honoured notions. Moreover, as modern photo- 
graphy is so largely dependent on the photo- 
decomposition of the silver haloids, we had better 
extract all the information we can from the 
chloride before proceeding to the other salts. 

To resume the argument, I will remind you 
then that the ground has been to some extent 
cleared by our having arrived at the conclusion 
that silver chloride undoubtedly loses chlorine 
on exposure to light, but that there is no 
satisfactory evidence that the darkened product 
contains the subchloride, Ag^^Cl. But whatever 
may be the chemical composition of this product 
of photo-decomposition, we may provisionally call 
it a reduction product, because it contains less 
chlorine than the unaltered chloride ; and to avoid 
expressing myself dogmatically with respect to 
the formula of a substance which has never been 
isolated, I propose throughout these lectures to 
vSpeak of this and of the analogous compounds 
simply as reduction products. 


E 
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Now with reference to the photo-decomposition 
of silver chloride, it is well known that under 
ordinary circumstances — that is in the absence 
of strong reducing (chlorine absorbing) agents — 
the reaction is a diminishing one, by which I 
mean to say that the compound does not go on 
continuously losing chlorine till a darkened re- 
duction product of definite composition is left, 
but the amount of decomposition becomes smaller 
and smaller and finally reaches a limit, so that 
the end result is always a mixture consisting of 
a large amount of unaltered chloride plus a 
small percentage of reduction product [C], It 
is this very circumstance that has made the 
investigation such a difficult one for the chem- 
ist The quantity of reduction product is so 
small and it is associated or combined with such 
a much larger amount of unchanged chloride, 
that its isolation has baffled all ingenuity. Even 
if the chloride is exposed in thin films so as to 
get the maximum amount of photo-decomposition, 
the difficulty of separating the reduction product 
from the unaltered chloride without decomposing 
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the former is a serious obstacle to the practical 
solution of the problem. 

But, it may now be asked, if the darkening of the 
chloride is not due to the liberation of metallic 
silver nor to the formation of a sub-chloride, to 
what chemical change must the discoloration 
be attributed ? It will be necessary at this 
stage to inquire what other views have been put 
forward in explanation. Passing over the theory 
that the change is purely physical, which, for 
sufficiently obvious reasons, has already been 
rejected, it may be considered in the first place 
whether the chloride simply undergoes dissocia- 
tion under the influence of light. The apparent 
% 

absence of free metallic silver in the darkened 
product and the want of evidence as to the 
existence of a subchloride, render such a view 
highly improbable. It may be asked in the next 
place therefore whether the darkened product 
is really composed only of silver and chlorine, 
or whether it may not contain oxygen or the 
elements of water as essential constituents. It 
must be confessed that in this direction there 


E 2 
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is certainly a great want of further experimental 
investigation. It is known that moisture accel- 
erates the photo-decomposition, but it is not 
known whether in the total absence of air and 
moisture the change is altogether arrested. I 
make this statement with a full knowledge of 
the numerous experiments which have been made 
to test this point, but every chemist knows how 
difficult it is to get substances really pure, and 
with respect to gases it is only within recent 
times that wc have learnt to appreciate the 
enormous difficulty of removing the last traces 
of moisture — 1 allude of course to the results 
obtained by Prof. H. B. Dixon in his researches 
on gaseous^ explosions. There is a certain 
amount of evidence that moisture or oxygen 
or both are essential to the photo-decomposition 
of silver chloride, and it is for this reason that 
I have directed attention to the want of further 
investigation.^ 

^ According to Abney dry silver chloride sealed up in a Sprengcl 
vacuum does not darken when exposed to light for months. The pre- 
sence of mercury promotes photo-decomposition. Recent Advances 
in Photography, 1882, p. 19. 
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That oxygen is essential to the darkening of 
the chloiide was first distinctly announced by 
the late Robert Hunt^ and I am glad of the 
present opportunity of recalling attention to the 
work of an investigator who has been so recently 
lemoved from among us. In connection with 
the preparation of the present lectures I have 
frequently had occasion to refer to the writings 
(T this author, and I have been struck with 
the large amount of carefully performed experi- 
mental work which he has left on record. The 
experiment bearing on the present subject is 
best described in his own words : — 

‘‘ The absorption of oxygen, or rather its com- 
bination with the decomposing chloride, is proved 
by another very easy experiment. Some pure 
chloride of silver was arranged in i bent tube 
closed at one end, and the other end immersed 
in a bottle of distilled water. In this state the 
chloride was exposed for many days to the 
action of sunshine, during which tnae it was 
frequently shaken, for the purpose of exposing 

^ Rtsearchts on Light, 2ncl eel. 1854, \\ So. 
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the whole of the powder to its influence. As 
the chloride darkened the water rose into the 
tube, and it gave a precipitate of chloride of 
silver on the addition of the nitrate, thus ap- 
appearing to prove the substitution of oxygen 
for chlorine under the agency of solar radiation 
It was quite evident that some absorption of 
atmospheric air had taken place ” ^ 

If we criticize this experiment in the light 
of modern chemical knowledge, it must be 
admitted that the proof that the oxygen which 
disappears is absorbed by the darkening chloride 
IS not perfectly conclusive, because it is possible 
that the nascent chlorine in the presence of 
water vapour and under the influence of light 
may form some oxide of chlorine which dis- 
solv^cs in the water ^ But in spite of this 

^ A similar expeument IS clesciibed in The Ait of Photo^-raphy 
by Dr. Ilalleur. English lianslation, 1854, p. 76. 

“It IS sometimes asserted that hypochloious acid is formed 
when silver chloride is decomposed by light in the presence of 
water, but the equation usually given, apart from its assumption 
of the existence of the unknown subchloride, is in the highest 
degree improbable. This equation is . — 

4AgCl -I- up ^ aAgpi + IICIO }- HCl 
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objection the experiment is a very suggestive 
one and is well worthy of further study. At 
any rate we get a hint that oxygen may be 
necessary for the darkening of the chloride 
under the action of light, but whether this 
element is taken from the air, or whether it 
IS supplied by water vapour taking part in the 
reaction is not at present manifest. 

If oxygen, either in the free state or in the 

Tt is well known to chemists that hjrpochlorous and hydro* 
chloric acids mutually react with the liberation of chlorine — 

HCIO -f HCl = HP + CLj 

The eailiest re\:ord I can find as to hypochlorous acid being formed 
IS in the report of the British Association Committee of 1859 (BA. 
Ren. 1859, p. 107) wherein it is stated that the clear solution (con- 
t lining silver nitrate) in which silver chloride had become darkened 
gave a further precipitate of chloride on the addition of sulphurous 
icid, this being considered as evidence of the pre-once of an oxide of 
chlorine in the solution I have repeated this e;^): riment, but cannot 
confirm the statement. It is tme that sulphurous acid produces 
a white precipitate, but this dissolve-i up completely on warming 
with dilute nitric acid and therefore contains no chloride: not 
the slightest turbidity was observed in a solution thus treated 
which had been in contact with silver chloride for more than 
I month, and exposed with fiequent agitation to daylight and 
sunlight during that time The same white precipitate is produced 
on adding sulphurous acid to a solution of silver nitrate, and 
IS no doubt silver sulphite 
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form of water vapour, is essential to the photo- 
decomposition of silver chloride, it is evident 
that the darkened product must contain some 
compound of the nature of an oxychloride. It 
is in this direction that I venture to think we 
must look for the future solution of the 
problem of the chemical constitution of the 
photosalt. This view has been suggested more 
than once, but it rests at present without 
rigorous experimental proof I may state that 
the subject is undergoing investigation by Dr. 
W. R. Hodgkinson, and although his results are 
not yet completed, I believe I shall not be 
guilty of a breach of confidence if I state on 
his authority that the darkened product con- 
tains an oxychloride of the probable formula, 
AgpCl.,,^ or:—, 

Ag.AgCl 
Ag.AgCl 

If wc appeal to analogy in a legitimate way 
we certainly do get warrant for believing in 

’ Dr. Hodgkinson has since informed me that he has confirmed 
this result. 
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the probability of the foregoing formula. The 
analogy is supplied by the subsalts of copper 
and thallium, which are already in the lowest 
state of chlorination. Both thallous and cuprous 
chloride are white but become discoloured on 
exposure to light, the cuprous salt when moist 
becoming first violet and then brownish black, 
the change being in all probability due to thei^ 
ioirnation of an oxychloride [D]. 

The consideration which has now been given 
to the photO”Chemistry of '>ilver chloride will 
simplify our work in dealing with the other 
haloids The remaiks which have been made 
with respect to the supposed subchloride apply 
with equal force to the ^ubbromide and sub- 
iodide — that IS to say we have no evidence that 
such compounds as Ag,Br or Ag.^I are formed 
under the influence of light. Silver bromide 
darkens on exposure to light and loses bromine, 
the product finally becoming of a greyish violet, 
but never as dark as the reduction » product of 
the chloride. As in the case of the latter the 
presence of bromine absorbents such as silver 
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nitrate, stannous chloride, or organic compounds, 
accelerates the photo-decomposition, while such 
compounds as mercuric, ferric, or stannic chloride 
retard the decomposition. In the case of silver 
iodide the discoloration by light is less than with 
the bromide, and does not take place at all 
unless some iodine absorbent is present. The 
pure iodide free from excess of silver nitrate is 
apparently unchanged by light, but in the presence 
of silver nitrate or other iodine absorbent it 
acquires a greenish grey colour.^ The darkened 
product is more readily decomposed by nitric 
acid than the corresponding compound from th(' 
bromide. 

Before leaving the photo-chemistry of the silver 
haloids attention must be called— and I regret 
that time will not permit me to do much more 
“THjto the coloured forms of these salts recently 

^ According to Abney {TreaUse on Photography^ 5th ed. p. 24 ; 
al’^o Hunt’s Researches on Light, 2nd ed. p. 98), oxygen is given 
off under these circumstances ; but this is doubtless due to a 
secondary reaction. We have observed that both silver chloiide 
and bromide when exposed to sunlight under silver nitrate solution 
give off bubbles of gas, especially when the solution is warmed. 
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obtained by Carey Lea and described by him 
under the names of photochloride, photobromide, 
and photoiodidc.^ Without entering into the 
details of the various methods of preparing 
these coloured haloids, I may state that they are 
produced by reactions such as would tend to 
give lise to the formation of subsalts (supposing 
these to exist) in admixture with the normal 
lialoids. The principle concerned, expressed in 
the briefest terms, is that a silver salt should 
fiist be partially reduced by suitable reducing 
agents, and the product, after being freed from 
impurities, con\ erted into the haloid by treat- 
ment with the necessary acid. Thus the photo- 
chloride may be obtained of a red colour and 
with sufficient lapidity to enable its formation 
to be shown as a lecture experiment Taking 
a solution of silver nitrate I add a solution 
of common salt in slight excess, and then 
sufficient ammonia to dissolve up the silver 
■^chloride. To the ammoniacal solution ferrous 

^ Amcr Jourri. of Science for May, June, July, and November, 
1887 
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sulphate solution is then added and the black 
precipitate allowed to subside, the clear liquor 
poured off, and the precipitate washed two or 
three times by decantation. The liquor is now 
made acid with dilute sulphuric acid and the pre- 
cipitate again washed by decantation. On boiling 
the latter with dilute nitric acid, washing as before, 
and then boiling with dilute hydrochloric acid, 
we get this reddish compound in accordance 
with Carey Leas statement [EJ. I have had 
.some of the other experiments repeated before 
the lecture and the results are before you [F]. 

These coloured haloids, which the author calls 
“ photosalts” because he considers them to be 
identical with the products formed by photo- 
decomposition, contain less halogen than the 
normal haloids, and the reasons iidduced in 
support of the view that the latent photographic 
image is formed of such photosalts appear to be 
perfectly valid. The discovery is too lecent 
however to enable us to estimate its real 
significance at pre.sent, but I may observe with 
respect to the chemical composition of these 



PHOTOSALTS, 


6i 


photosalts that the method adopted for deter- 
mining this composition is open to precisely 
those objections which have been urged in a 
former part of this lecture. By this I mean 
to say that the deficiency of halogen has been 
assumed to represent the formation of a cor- 
responding amount of subsalt without adequate 
proof — it may be really due to the existence 
of an oxyhaloid compound as an essential con- 
stituent of the coloured salt 

There is one point in these recent researches 
which is worthy of a little further consideration, 
and that is the suggestion that the photosalts 
are not definite chemical compounds of the 
reduction product with ur.altered haloid, but 
that the combination is more of the character of 
a “ lake \ It is well known tii> all who have 
worked practically at chemical analysis that 
certain precipitates such as barium sulphate, ferric 
and chromic hydroxides, alumina, &c., have the 
property of bringing down witl ^hem a small 
quantity of the salts contained in the solution 
from which they are precipitated. The soluble 
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salts thus retained cannot be considered to 
form definite chemical compounds with the 
precipitates, but the fact that they are very 
difficult to remove by washing shows that 
some kind of combination exists. This property 
is made practical use of in the preparation 
of those coloured compounds known as “ lakes,” 
which consist of some organic colouring matter 
precipitated in the presence of alumina [G]. 
In accordance with this view of the nature of 
the photosalts it has been found that silver 
chloride also possesses the property of retaining 
small quantities of other metallic soluble chlorides 
such as ferric, mercuric, and the chlorides of 
manganese, cobalt, and nickel, which arc not 
easily washed out of the precipitate. As bearing 
on the present point it will be of interest to 
mention that metallic silver can be made to 
form some kind of physical combination with 
magnesia, the properties of the metal being so 
disguised that mercury fails to extract the 
whole of the silver, even on prolonged amalgama- 
tion. The compound in question is simply 
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formed by precipitating silver nitrate with mag- 
nesia, collecting the precipitate, washing, drying, 
and strongly igniting the mixed oxides of silver 
and magnesium.^ From these results it follows 
that the photosalts may consist of such physical 
combinations of unaltered haloid with the reduc- 
tion product, and in the absence of more precise 
information this is the view of their constitutiotK 
w^hich most strongly commends itself to the notice 
of photographic chemists. 

' Fuedhemi, Bci. 1888, p. 316. 



APPENDIX TO LECTURE 11. 

A (p. 38 ). — The following experiments illustrate 
the point referred to : — No. i. Silver chloride is 
prepared by precipitation in the usual way, taking 
care to use a slight excess of silver nitrate so as to 
have no free soluble chloride. After being 
thoroughly washed by decantation (in a ‘ dark 
room ’ ) the chloride is brought into the lecture 
room in the flask in which it was prepared and 
shaken up with distilled water to which a few drops 
of sulphurous acid solution have been added. 
Some of the clear liquid is filtered off into a test 
tube and the flask then placed in the electric beam 
and kept there with occasional agitation for five 
minutes, when a second quantity of the liquid is 
filtered off. The flask is exposed as before for 
another five minutes and then a third filtrate 
obtained. The three filtrates arc then placed side 
by side, acidulated with nitric acid, and silver 
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nitrate added to each : the first remains clear, the 
second gives a slight, and the third a considerable 
turbidity, showing the gradual liberation of 
chlorine from the chloride which at the same time 
becomes darkened. 

No. 2. The old experiment of exposing moist 
silver chloride to light in one limb of a bent tube, 
the open end of which dips into a vessel of distilled 
water, was also shown. The chloride had been 
exposed for about a week previously in the<^ 
apparatus figured below : — 



Fir,. I 


The water from the beaker on being tested for 
chlorine in the usual way gave a distinct pre- 
cipitate. 

No. 3. Some moist silver chloride is placed in 

F 
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the bottom of a tube and a strip of paper sensitized 
with potassium iodide and starch suspended above 
it, the mouth of the tube being closed by a well 
fitting cork or india-rubber plug. The apparatus 
is shown in the figure : — 



I lo 2 


On placing the arrangement in the electric beam 
for about ten minutes the starch paper becomes 
intensely blue. This gives a most striking lecture 
demonstration of the liberation of chlorine or of 
some chlorine containing gas by the action of 
light. 

(P- 39)- — The following illustrations were 
made use of 
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No. I. Three tubes^were exhibited in which silver 
chloride (prepared by precipitating silver nitrate 
with excess of hydrochloric acid and washing by 
decantation) had been sealed up, (a) moist in air ; 
{b) dried and in dry air ; {c) dried and in chlorine. , 
These tubes had been exposed to light some days 
before the lecture, the chloride in {a) being very 
dark, that in {b) less discoloured, and that in {c) 
had remained v/hite. 

No. 2, Freshly prepared and washed silver*? 
chloride was placed with water in two test tubes, 
to one of which a few drops of mercuric chloiide 
solution were added. On exposing the two tubes 
together to the electric light the chloride in the one 
containing the mercuric salt remains white, while 
that in the other rapidly darkens. 

C (p. 50). — The increase of decomposition of 
silver chloride with the tim^ of c xposure was shown 
by placing a sheet of paper coated with the chloride 
m the beam of electiic light, ant' covering up 
successive portions by means of a black papei 
screen after exposures of five, ten, and fifteen 
minutes. 

D (p. 57) — The photo-decomposition of cuprous 
chloride may be shown and makes a most striking 
lecture demonstration. The two following experi- 
ments can be performed before the audience : — 

No. I. Cuprous chloride is prepared by boiling 


F 2 



68 THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY. 


cupric oxide and scraps of copper foil with strong 
hydrochloric acid till the solution becomes clear. 
After being allowed to settle for a few minutes the 
clear solution is poured into cold water contained 
in an upright glass cylindrical vessel (gas jar), and 
the white crystalline cuprous salt immediately 
settles down to the bottom The clear liquid is 
poured off and the precipitate washed once or twice 
with distilled water by decantation, an operation 
which takes but little time owing to the rapidity 
with which the heavy crystalline salt subsides to 
the bottom. The cylinder is then placed in the 
beam of electric light when the cuprous chloride 
towards the light becomes almost black in 5 — 10 
minutes, tlie side away from the light remaining 
white. 

No. 2. A polished copper plate with a perfectly 
clean surface is immersed in a strong neutral 
solution of cupric chloride (prepared by boiling 
hydrochloric acid with cupric oxide in excess) till 
a uniform film of a greyish colour is obtained. 
This is best done in an ordinary photographic dish, 
in which the solution can be rocked to and fro 
over the surface of the plate. Tn about five 
minutes the plate is removed, washed with water 
and drained on blotting paper and then exposed, 
the surface being slightly moist, under a design cut 
out in black paper, to strong electric light for at 
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least ten minutes. On removing the black paper 
the design appears distinctly photographed, the 
exposed portions being darker than the protected 
portions. This experiment has been adapted for 
lecture purposes from Priwoznik (Ding. Poly. 
Journ. Vol. ccxxi., p. 38). 

E (p. Lto) — The experiment was shown in the 
way described in the text. It requires about 
8 — 10 minutes for its completion. 

1" (p. 60). — A specimen of the rich purple^ 
photobromide was exhibited, prepared according to 
Carey Lea’s diicctions which are here subjoined : — 

3 grams silver nitrate are dissolved in loo c.c. 
water and ammonia added so as just to redissolvc 
the precipitate The ammoniacal silver solution 
is poured into 100 c.c. water containing 6 grams 
of ferrous sulphate in solution. To the mixed 
solutions add 2 grams jf pure caustic soda 
dissolved in 25 c.c. of water, allow to stand for a 
short time and then add 2] gram of potassium 
bromide dissolved in a little water. Make the 
mixture acid with dilute sulphuric acid, wash the 
residue thoroughly by decantation, and warm (it is 
safer not to boil) with dilute nitric acid (1*36 sp. gr. 
acid with 5 times its bulk of water). 

G (p. 62). — The formation of a lake can be 
strikingly shown by taking a large flask containing 
a hot solution of ammonium alizarate (prepared by 
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adding commercial alizarine paste to the water and 
then a few drops of ammonia), and then adding to 
the hot solution, which is of a ^ deep purple colour, 
first some sodium carbonate solution and then a 
solution of alum. The coloured lake is at once 
precipitated and on pouring the contents of the 
flask on to a filter the solution comes through quite 
c olourless. 



LECTURE III. 


Theory of the AcMon of Sensitizers. — The Colour Change 
of the Silver Haloids not a Quantitative Indication of 
their Relative Sensitiveness to Light. — Foundation of 
Modern Photography. — Wedgwood, Davy, and Fox 
'Talbot. — Joseph Nicc^phore Niepce and Daguerre. — 
'Ihe Collodion Wet Plate Process. — Collodion Dry 
Plates. 

In the last lecture we devoted ourselves to the 

V* 

photo-chemistry of the silver h? k)ids without 
special reference to their photograpnic utility, and 
without taking into consideration any other 
circumstance than that they arc decomposed by 
the action of light with the liberation of a portion 
of their halogen. It appeared incidentally that 
this photo-decomposition was accelerated by the 
presence of halogen absorbents and that in the 
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case of the iodide some such substance was 
absolutely essential in order to render the product 
of decomposition visible. We have next to inquire 
a little more closely into the theoretical bearing of 
this principle in order that we may approach the 
practical part of our subject with due preparation. 
We have in fact arrived at the border-land between 
photo-chemistry and photographic chemistry, and 
it will be advisable to commence with a com- 
parative study of the three haloids. 

From the fact that halogen absorbents facilitate 
or in some cases arc absolutely indispensable for 
the photo-decomposition of a silver haloid, we may 
deduce a general principle which can be expressed 
in abstract terms and which will be useful for 
further progress. If wc say that a substance is 
composed of the elements A and n we simply mean 
that the compound A B is in a state of chemical 
equilibrium — that it is stable under ordinary 
conditions of temperature. If energy be supplied 
from external sources either in the form of heat or 
electricity, or, in some instances, light, the equi- 
librium tends to become upset, that is to say the 
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compound tends to become resolved into A + B. 
Now some compounds have the equilibrium of 
their internal chemical forces more readily upset 
by one form of energy, and others by some different 
kind of energy. Thus the silver haloids which are 
so leadily decomposed by light are very stable 
under the influence oi heat. Why this should be 
the case — why some compounds should be sus- 
ccptiblc to the influence of one form of energy and 
others to another form of energy — is a question of 
molecular physics into which we cannot now entei 
The compounds which the photographer has to 
deal with are of course those which arc especially 
susceptible to the action of light. 

The first point in connecaon with the general 
principle which I am now about to develop is one 
of considerable importance, if on'y from the 
circumstance that it is apt to be overlooked, to say 
nothing of its having an impoitant bearing on 
photographic operations. The point is that we 
are liable to estimate the action of 1 ^ht upon a 
compound entirely by the amount of visible colour 
change which it undergoes. In consequence of 
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this we may over-estimate the sensitiveness of some 
compounds and under-estimate that of others, or 
we may fail altogether to recognize that a 
compound is acted upon by light simply because it 
shows no change in colour. But the circumstance 
that the product of photo-decomposition is a highly 
coloured substance is, after all, only a chemico- 
optical accident, and we must be careful therefore 
to bear in mind that the amount of colour change 
is no absolute measure of the amount of decomposi- 
tion — that is, of the relative sensitiveness of tlie 
different compounds which may be compared with 
respect to the action of light upon them. 

Supposing then wc have a compound AB 
capable of being resolved by light into A-f B, it 
may be regarded as a general principle that the 
presence of another substance C capable of forming 
the compound A C with A or B C with B facilitates 
the photo-decomposition ; in other words the sen- 
sitiveness o{ A B is increased, or the system A B-f-C 
is more sensitive to light than A B alone, for which 
reason we speak of the substance C as a sensitizer. 
It is of interest to bear in mind that the sensitizer 
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may be a simple or compound body and that it 
may be in any state of physical aggregation, i.e. 
either gaseous, liquid, or solid. To give a few 
examples: — paper acts as a sensitizer towards 
many salts, such as silver nitrate, ferric chloride, 
and potassium dichromate ; alcohol and ether act 
as sensitizers towards such salts as the ferric, auric, 
and platinic chlorides. As an example of a gaseous « 
sensitizer h} drogen accelerates the photo-decompo- 
sition of silver chloride ^ 

The foregoing remarks will suffice to make clear 
the true function of a senvsitizer, and the next 
point to which I wish to call your attention is an 
extension of the general principle which has some 
photographic importance. The sensitiveness of 
the system A B -f- C is not only great^T than that of 
AB alone, but its sensitiveness is a function of the 
affinity of C for A or B. Let me illustrate this 
point more fully by an appeal to a special case. 
Silver ch loride in the presence of silver m ir^te is 
more sensitive to light than silver ciuorid^_alQne 
because silver nitrate is a chlorine absorbent. On 

^ Hvint's Researches on Light, 2n<i ed. p 78. 
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the other hand, as I showed in the last lecture, 
stannic or mercuric chloride retards the photo- 
decomposition of silver chloride because these salts 
not only have no affinity for chlorine, but they tend 
to prevent the liberation of that element. If we 
compare silver chloride moistened with (i) silver 
nitrate solution, (2) with water, and (3) with a solu- 
tion of stannic chloride, we should say that the 
system AgCl-f-AgNO^ is more scnsiliv^c than the 
system AgCl-fH^O, and that the latter is more 
sensitive than the system AgCl+SnCl^, because 
chlorine readily enters into reaction with AgNO^, 
less readily vith II/), and not at all with SnCl^ 

[A]. 

Bearing these considerations in mind we shall 
now find ourselves in a better position to deal with 
the comparative action of light upon the three 
silver haloids. If we expose three strips of paper 
coated respectively with the chloride, bromide, and 
iodide of silver, we shall find that with equal 
exposure the chloride darkens considerably, the 
bromide slightly, and the iodide not at all [B], 
Experiences of this kind formerly gave rise to the 
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impression that the chloride is more sensitive to 
light than the bromide and the latter more sensi- 
tive than the iodide. The papers used in this 
experiment have not been specially sensitized — 
they have been prepared in each case with an 
excess of soluble alkaline haloid so as to insure the 
absence of free silver nitrate. The same sensitizer, 
paper and moisture, is present in each case. The 
question now before us is : How are the results to 
be interpreted ? 

In working out the answer this question we 
shall be enabled to apply the general principles 
which have already been laid down. You are 
f)repared for the possibility that the amount of dis- 
coloration may not be a nicasure of the relative 
sensitiveness of the three haloids, and you arc aware 
that the sensitiveness of the salts dep mds also upon 
the nature of the sensitizer. The first idea that 
suggests itself therefore is whether the i dative 
sensitiveness of the silver haloids could not be 
varied at pleasure by a proper lection of 
sensitizers. It will be instructive to put this idea 
into an abstract form : — 
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The system A B-hC is more or less sensitive to 
light according to the affinity C for one of the 
constituents, say B. If we haVe another sensitive 
compound, D E, and use the same sensitizer C, the 
sensitiveness of the system DE-I-C may be fairly 
compared with that of A Bh-C, because wc have 
then only to consider the relative stability of A B 
and DE and the relative affinities of B and E for 
the same substance C. If the affinity of C for B 
and K is equal, then the sensitiveness of the 
compounds A B and D E is measured by the 
amount of decomposition which they undergo with 
the same amount of exposure to light. On the 
other hand if AB and D E are equally sen- 
sitive, their relative sensitiveness might be varied 
by selecting some other sensitizer F having 
different degrees of affinity for B* and E. In 
this case we have for consideration the four 
systems ^ — 


AB + C . 

. . . (I) 

AB + F . . . 

. . . (2) 

DE + C . . . 

• • - (3) 

DE + F . . . 

■ • ■ (4) 
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If the affinity of C for B is greater than that of 
F for B, then (i) will be more sensitive than (2). 
If the affinity of C for B is less than that of F 
for B, then the order of sensitiveness will be 
reversed. It is quite unnecessary to go on ringing 
the changes on all the systems, but you will readily 
gather that even if we had two compounds A B 
and D K, of which the first was absolutely more 
stable than the second, wc might equalize or even 
reverse their relative sensitiveness by selecting a 
sensitizer which had a much greater affinity for B 
than for K. 

Now we may descend once more from the 
general to the special and consider a particular 
instance. In c>rder not to c^^mplicatc matters too 
much wc will limit ourselves to two of the haloids 
only, say the bromide and iodide. If we had a 
sensitizer which entered into reaction with bromine 
more readily than with iodine wc should ^find the 
bromide more sensitive than the iodide ; if on the 
other hand we had a substance capable of fixing 
iodine more readily than bromine we should find 
the order of sensitiveness reversed. I may 
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mention incidentally that this state of affairs is 
actually seen in photographic processes. I do not 
mean to imply that the causes are quite so simple 
as may appear from the reasoning, but there is no 
doubt that the main principle is of the nature 
indicated. Thus it has been found that in some 
processes the iodide is more sensitive than the 
bromide, while in other processes the bromide has 
the advantage. 

In consideiing the comparative action of light 
upon the three silvci haloids it is therefore evident 
that no absolute meaning can be attached to the 
term sensitiveness ” unless we specify the sensi- 
tizer used, and even when this is done our 
Ignorance of the degree of affinity between the 
halogen and the sensitizer often renders it very 
difficult to predict vhich scnsiti/cr is the best 
adapted foi any particulai haloid. If we take 
three Strips of paper coated with the three haloids, 
paint on each a stripe of the same sensitizing 
solution and expose all thicc for the same time to 
the action of light, we shall find the same order of 
darkening as with the uHscnsitizcd papers — the 
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chloride darkens most and the iodide least. The 
only effect of the sensitizer is to accelerate the 
discoloration in all three cases [C]. From such an 
experiment we gain no information as to the 
relative instability of the three haloids — the degree 
of darkening is no measure of the amount of 
decomposition. There may be just as much or 
more of the bromide decomposed than there is of 
the chloiide, onh^ the oxychloride, or whatever the 
product of decomposition may be, being more 
highly coloured than the oxybromide, make:^ the 
greater show, and the same comparison can be 
made between the bromide and iodide. In order 
to make the comparison between the haloids 
perfectly fair, we must not only disregard the 
amount of discoloration but the sensitizer must 
have the same affinity for the three halogens, or 
different sensitizers must be chosen, so that the 
halogen-absorbing power is the same in all three 
cases. Such conditions would be very difficult to 
realize in practice, but the conclusion .vhich may 
be drawn from this discussion of the comparative 
action of light upon the three haloids is that for 


G 
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photographic purposes the order of sensitiveness 
bears no relationship to the prder of darkening 
and may be in fact quite the reverse of this order. 
If we apply physical considerations we shall see 
that there is every reason for believing that the 
iodide is the least stable and the chloride the 
most stable, the heats of formation of the three 
haloids being : — 

Ag, Cl , . . . 29,380 gram units. 

Ag, Br . . . . 22,700 „ 

Ag, I . . . . I3,8co „ 

But although we are now able to look upon the 

degree of photo-discoloration of a silver haloid as a 
character quite distinct from its sensitiveness in the 
photographic sense, it can be readily understood that 
the earliest efforts were directed to that compound 
which undergoes the greatest perceptible change on 
exposure to light. This brings us to the beginning 
of the art of photography in the year 1802, when 
Thomas Wedgwood and Humphry Davy pub- 
lished an account of a process for copying pictures 
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painted on glass or profiles cast by a strong light, 
by means of paper or leather impregnated with a 
solution of silver nitrate or coated with the chloride. 
The delineations thus produced were of course but 
transitory because, on exposure to light, the un- 
darkened portions of the design also darkened and 
the picture gradually disappeared. No fixing 
agent had at that time been discovered and Davy 
adds : — Nothing but a method of preventing the 
unshaded parts of the delineation from being 
coloured by exposure to the day is wanting to 
render this process as useful as it is elegant.” 

step in the direction indicated by Davy was 
made by Fox Talbot in 1839. In a communication 
to the Royal Society this ex^ :rirncnter described a 
process for coating paper with silver chloride, and 
for obtaining impressions of objects placed in con- 
tact with the prepared surface by exposure to light. 
The advance upon the experiments of Wedgwood 
and Davy was however but slight because the fishing 
agent used was very imperfect in its '(^lon. This 
fixing agent was a solution of common salt, the 
efficiency depending upon the solvent action of 


G 2 
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sodium chloride upon those portions of the silver 
chloride unacted upon by light [D]. It is hardly 
necessary to say that these earliest Talbotypes 
were of no permanent value owing to the imperfect 
removal of the unaltered silver salt ; nevertheless 
the process has a certain historical importance 
because we have in this discovery the first pro- 
duction of what in its modern development wc 
know as a silver print. It will be of interest to 
add that the fixing agent now in general use, 
sodium thiosulphate, was known to Sir John 
Herschel as far back as 1819, and the application 
of this salt was described by him in 1839 in a paper 
to the Royal Society, read shortly after that by 
Fox Talbot. 

Although it is no part of my scheme to attempt 
to give you a complete history of photography, it 
will be advantageous at this stage to keep to the 
historical order, and in so doing it becomes only a 
matter of duty to name the different investigators 
who have helped to develop the art to its present 
state of utility. The processes of Wedgwood and 
Davy and of Fox Talbot, with which we have 
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hitherto been dealing, were all based on the visible 
discoloration of a silver salt under the influence of 
light, and although such prepared surfaces were 
well adapted for the production of prints they were 
not sufficiently sensitive to record the image formed 
by a lens — that is the camera picture with all its 
gradations of light and shade. The great desi- 
deratum which the early experimenters had in view 
was the fixation of this camera image, and all their 
efforts were directed to the discovery of some sub- 
stance sufficiently sensitive for the purpose. In a 
former lecture I called attention to the experiments 
of Joseph Nicephore Niepce of Chalons, who was 
the first to fix a camera picture on a sensitive 
surface of bitumen. This investigator made his 
process known in 1829, after fifteen years' work 
upon various substances. Five yca»*s previous to 
this date another French experimenter, the painter 
Daguerre, had commenced work upon photography, 
and in 1829 he and Niepce entered into partner- 
ship and prosecuted their experiment conjointly. 
Niepce died in 1833, and Daguerre continued the 
experiments upon iodized silver plates, which had 
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been commenced during his partnership, the out- 
come of these researches being the process known 
as the Daguerreotype, which was announced in 
3. year of memorable importance in the history 
of photography because this was the first practical 
application of a silver compound to the fixation 
of a picture formed by a lens in the camera. 

The system of Daguerre has now passed out of 
the domain of practical photography, but we shall 
see subsequently that this old process still has much 
to teach us. From our present point of view the 
method is of the greatest importance, because it 
brings us into contact with a kind of photo-chemical 
action which may, at first sight, appear of quite a 
different order to any of the actions with which we 
have hitherto been concerned. The great principle 
revealed by this discovery was that the photo- 
reduction of silver iodide could take place without 
any visible discoloration of the surface — that an 
invisible image could be formed by a comparatively 

short exposure, the picture only becoming visible 
* 

when submitted to a subsequent operation of de- 
velopment. All the photographic processes which 
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have been invented since the time of Daguerre 
take theV departure from this discovery of the 
formation of an invisible image and its development 
by appropriate treatment. 

1 now propose to pass briefly in review the more 
important of the methods which have been or still 
are of practical utility — not with the object of 
giving detailed instruction in the working of the 
numerous processes, for this could not be pro- 
pcrly done in a course ol lectures, and the 
necessary information can be obtained from the 
various works dealing with practical photography. 
It is my object rather to give a sufficiently distinct 
general idea of the nature of the operations per- 
formed to enable the chemi'" I piinciples underlying 
them to be understood as far as permitted by our 
present state of knowledge. Thi review must 
necessarily be brief, and it will perhaps be best to 
deal with the processes up to the first stage only, 
t e the formation of the invisible image. The sub- 
sequent operations of development intensification, 
fixing, &c., will be better dealt with separately 
because we can make their study a comparative 
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one, a method of treatment which will the better 
enable us to extract any general principles that may 
underlie them. 

Commencing with the Daguerreotype, we have a 
sensitive surface prepared by exposing a highly 
polished plate of silver (or silvered copper) to the 
vapour of iodine and bromine alternately, so as 
to obtain a film of the bromo-iodide of silver. The 
proper degree of sensitiveness is judged by the 
colour of the surface, and this requires much ex- 
perience. In the original process iodine alone was 
used, but with pure silver iodide an exposure of from 
fifteen to twenty minutes was necessary, so that 
portraiture was hardly practicable in the early days 
of the process. It was found by Goddard in 1840 
that the sensitiveness was considerably increased 
by the use of bromine in conjunction with iodine, 
and a good Daguerreotype plate can now be pre- 
pared of about the same degree of sensitiveness as 
a wet collodion plate. 

The early efforts of F'ox Talbot have already 
been altuded to. Shortly after the introduction of 
the Daguerreotype this experimenter made known 
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dll improvement upon his former process, in which 
the sensitized paper was coated with silver iodide 
instead of the chloride, and a mixture of gallic acid 
and silver nitrate was used as a developer. It may 
be mentioned incidentally that the discovery of 
this developer is said to be due to the Rev 
J B Rcade The complete metho d of obtaininir 
a pictu re by_evposing p jjw coat ed with silver 
iodide and sensitized with silver nitrate and gallic 
acid, developing with the samc__mcUeiiais_and fix- 
ing by sodium thiosulphate, was patented by Fox 
1\ilbot in 1841, the. -being known as the 

( alotype Improvements were subsequently made 
by many wxirkcrs , the sensitiveness of the paper 
was in Cl cased _by the use of mixtuie of bromide 
and iodide instead of silver _Jodide alone, this 
modification being due to Blanqu<irt-Evrard of 
Lille. 

The advantages of these paper processes over 
the Daguerreotype were that in the first place the 
picture was more artistic, being on a dull paper 
surface instead of on a polished metallic mirror 
which had to be viewed at a particular angle, and 
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in the next place the paper photographs could be 
used as negatives, from which a large number of 
positive prints could be obtained, the Daguerreo- 
type plate being of course unsuited for this 
purpose. One drawback to these processes was 
the want of definition and the frequent irre- 
gularities in the prints, due to the coarseness cf 
the paper fibre and the consequent inequalities in 
the transparency of the paper negative. To obviate 
this, Blanquarl-Evrard proposed in 1848 to improve 
the paper negative by coating it with albumen, 
and in 1849 Le Gray employed gelatine for the 
same purpose. This last experimenter also in- 
troduced the method of waxing the Calotype 
negatives, and by this means rendered them more 
transparent and uniform. Through the kindness 
of Mr. John Spiller, who has been associated with 
photography from its earliest days, I am enabled to 
show you some waxed paper negatives, and the 
prints obtained from them, which are of consider- 
able historical interest, being the work of Fox 
Talbot himself. 

The defects in the paper negatives which have 
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just been alluded to led as a natural result to 
attempts to obtain negatives on a surface of greater 
uniformity and transparency, a glass plate being of 
course the most suitable for this purpose. It 
appears that a successful photograph on a film of 
silver chloride deposited on glass (by subsidence) 
was taken as far back as 1843 by Sir John 
Herschel, but the difficulty of obtaining films by 
this method was too great to enable the process to 
become generally practicable. The first successful 
introduction of glass plate photography is due to 
Niepce do St. Victor, nephew of the older Niepce, 
who about the year 1847 tried various substances 
for coating the plate, the first of these being starch 
paste which was soon replaced by albumen from 
the whites of eggs. The process, known as the 
Niepceotype after its discoverer, was < arried out by 
coating the plate with albumen previously mixed 
with a solution of potassium iodide and, when dry, 
the film was sensitized by immersion in a silver 
nitrate bath, a layer of silver iodide on an albumen 
substratum being thus formed. The prints from 
these albumenized glass negatives were a consider- 
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able improvement upon those obtained from Calo- 
type waxed paper negatives. It will be of interest 
to mention that in 1849 Blanquart-Evrard showed 
that these plates could also be employed when dry, 
so that we have here the first hint at dry plate 
photography. Numerous modifications and im- 
provements have been made from time to time in 
the original process of Niepce, but these do not 
bring us into contact with any essentially new 
principles. 

The next advance in photography brings us to 
the use of collodion as a substratum for the silver 
haloid instead of albumen. The employment of 
this material was first suggested by Gustav le Gray 
in 1850 and was made known in a practicable form 
by Scott Archer in 1851. To attempt anything 
approaching a complete description of this process 
would necessitate more than an entire lecture and 
would moreover take us beyond our present limits 
of treatment. It is no doubt well known to all 
here that till within the last few years the collodion 
process was the only one which could claim to be 
in general use by photographers, I will endeavour 
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to compress a concise account of the main features 
of the process into the shortest possible space. 

Collodion is prepared by dissolving certain 
nitrated products obtained from cellulose in a 
mixture of alcohol and ether. The cellulose is 
employed in the form of cleansed cotton wool and 
is nitrated by means of a mixture of nitric and 
sulphuric acids of appropriate strength. Gun- 
cotton, which is the product of the extreme 
nitration of cellulose, was discovered by Schonbein 
in 1S46 This compound is cellulose hexanitratc, 
is insoluble in alcohol-ether, 
the lower nitrates only being dissolved by these 
solvents. By stopping the nitration short of the 
production of gun-cotton, \v lich can be done by 
employing a mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids 
with a little water, the trinitrate, €^2^ 70 iq( 0.N02)3 
and tetranitrate, Cj2Hjg0i^j(0.N02)4, arc formed and 
these possess the necessary solubility, constituting 
what is known as collodion pyroxylin. In addition 
to this difference in solubility, gun-coitr»n is, as you 
know, much more inflammable and burns with 
greater velocity than collodion pyroxylin [E], It 



94 THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY, 

will be well to mention liere in passing that 
neither gun-cotton nor the soluble pyroxylin are 
nitro-dcrivatives in the sense known to chemists, 
but are organic nitrates of the type of ethyl nitrate, 
CgHg.O.NOg, or the so-called nitro-glycerin which 
is glyceryl trinitrate, C3H5(0.N02)3. I have 
thought it desirable to mention this because in 
many works on photographic chemistry the 
formulae are written as though the pyroxylins 
were true nitro-derivatives. 

When collodion is poured on to the surface 
of a perfectly clean glass plate, the alcohol and 
ether evaporate rapidly and leave a beautifully 
uniform transparent film of pyroxylin which 
adheres firmly to the glass. In order to pre- 
pare the photographically sensitive surface, the 
collodion is salted ” by dissolving in it some 
soluble iodide or bromide or a mixture of 
the two. The salts usually employed are am- 
monium or cadmium iodide and cadmium 
bromide, the coated plate being sensitized by 
immersion in a bath of silver nitrate which 
reacts with the bromide or iodide in the film, 
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giving a layer of silver bromide or iodide by 
double decomposition : — 

NH J + AgN 03 Agl + NH4NO3 
CdBr2+ 2AgN03 = 2AgBr + Cd(N03)2 

The plate is exposed in a moist state, that is to 
say, covered with a film of adhering silver nitrate 
solution. It is important to bear this condition in 
mind because it is this film of silver nitrate solution 
that is essential as a sensitizer ; the collodion itself, 
having no halogen absorbing power, has no 
sensitizing action [F]. 

The inconveniences of the wet collodion process 
are sufficiently well known tc all who have worked 
it We need only consider the cumbrous equip- 
ment required for field work and the difficulties of 
carrying about and working in hot climates with 
a solution containing ether. Soon after the 
introduction of the collodion wet plate process the 
first attempt to prepare collodion diy plates was 
made by Taupenot in 1855, and this process was 
ultimately developed through various stages into a 
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really useful method in i86i by the late Col. 
Russell. It must suffice here to point out the 
principles concerned in this mo5^1: distinct advance 
in photographic methods. 

^ The object of dry plate photography is to 
furnish a sensitive film which can be kept till 
required for use, and which is at any time ready 
for exposure without having to undergo the 
operations of coating and sensitizing immediately 
before placing in the camera. The practical 
difficulty which had in the first place to be met 
was the tendency of the collodion film to peel 
off the plate when dry, or when submitted to 
the operations requisite for dry plate develop- 
ment. Some substratum which holds the film 
firmly to the glass is therefore the first require- 
ment. In practice the plate is first coated with 
a1hum^n_qr^ gelatine or w ith a fillip of , india- 
rubber by pouring a solution of the latter sub- 
staiKC in ben zene or chloroform over the surface 
of the glass and allowing the solvent to evap>o- 
ratc. When the substratum i^diy the plate is 
coated with salted collodion and sensitized by 
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i mme rsion in a silver nitrate bath in th£_usual 
way. Up to this point the operations may be 
regarded as leading to the production of a wet 
collodion plate with a film supported on a 
substratum of albumen, gelatine, or india-rubber. 
But now the plate undergoes further treatment 
and a little explanation will make clear the 
principles concerned in the subsequent operation. 

If the plate were allowed to dry after being 
taken out of the bath, the silver nitrate in the 
adherent film would crystallize as it dried and, 
in so doing, would disintegrate or freckle the 
surface of the silver haloid so that the photographic 
efficiency of the -latter would be completely 
destroyed. The excess of silve* nitrate is therefore 
removed by washing and, from what has already 
been said in connection with the wet plate col- 
lodion process, you will readily understand that 
in washing out the excess of silver nitrate we 
practically destroy the sensitiveness of the plate. 
The next operation therefore is to coat the 
surface of the film with some substance which 
will restore the sensitiveness — that is with some 

n 



98 ^^THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY, 

f^ubstance which plays the part of the silver 
nitrate film in the wet process and which retains 
this function after drying. Suth substances as 
these are known technically as “ preservatives ” 
and in one sense they play this part inasmuch 
as they preserve the sensitive surface from im- 
mediate contact with the air, much after the 
manner of a varnish. 


In the early days of dry plate photography 
all kinds of substances were tried as preservatives, 
and on looking back into this chapter of the 
history of the art we find a collection of 
formulae which are amusingly grotesque. I need 
only remind you of the tea, coffee, gum and 
beer processes. Other preservatives are albumen, 
gallic acid, and tannin, the latter being of interest 
as the substance first used successfully by Col. 
Russell in the preparation of dry plates. All 
these substances are organic sensitizers, their 
sensitizing action being due to their facu lty of 
absorbing the free halogen [G]. It remains only 
to explain that the preservative is applied to the 
surface of the plate after the removal of the 
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silver nitrate, the excess of preservative solution 
being drained off and the plate being then allowed 
to dry. Preservatives which retain a slight 
amount of moisture necessarily give the best 
results as far as regards sensitiveness, because 
in the first place water itself is to some extent 
a sensitizer and, in the next place, a moist 
sensitizer is likely to be in more perfect contact 
with the silver haloid of the sensitive film. 


H 2 



APPENDIX TO LECTURE III 

A (p. 76). — The points referred to were illus- 
trated by taking a sheet of paper coated with silvei 
chloride and painting on it two stripes, (i) with a 
solution of silver nitrate, and (2) with soludon of 
stannic chloride. On exposing to the electric light 
for a few minutes the ground-colour darkens, the 
stripe (i) becomes darker than the ground-colour 
and the stripe (2) remains white. The gaper is 
prepared with excess of sodium chloride so as t(^ 
contain no free silver nitrate. 

B (p. 76). — The papers coated with the haloids 
were fastened on a board and all exposed for the 
same time to the electric light. 

C (p. 81). — The last experiment was repeated 
after a stripe of a solution of silver nitrate had been 
painted on each of the three strips. The excess of 
silver nitrate solution should be removed by clean 
blotting paper. 
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D (p. 84). — The solubility of silver chloride in a 
solution of sodium chloride is easily shown by boil- 
ing some freshly precipitated chloride with excess 
of strong brine and pouring the clear solution into 
cold water when the dissolved chloride is repre- 
cipitated. 

E (p. 93).-— The difference in the combustibility 
of gun-cotton and collodion pyroxylin can be 
shown by placing a loose piece of each on the 
top of a little heap of rather fine-grained gun- 
jxnvdcr. The gun-cotton on ignition simply scatters 
the powder, while the slower burning pyroxylin 
explodes the latter. This experiment requires some 
dexterity. 

F (p. 95). — A glass plate is coated with salted 
collodion and sensitized in a silver nitrate bath in 
the usual way in non-actinic light. On removal 
from the bath one half of the fJ dc is immersed for 
a few seconds in a solution of potassium iodide and, 
after washing slightly, a brief exposure given to 
diffused (electric) light. On developing by iron 
developer the portion of the plate from which 
the excess of silver nitrate had been removed 
by immersion in the potassium iodide remains 
white, while the other half rapidly darkens. 

G (p. 98). — The action of an organic sensitizer 
can be shown by coating and sensitizing a wet 
collodion plate in ‘‘ non-actinic light in the usual 
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way. After removal from the bath the plate is 
washed in a stream of water till free from silver 
nitrate, the excess of water drailjied off on blotting 
paper, and a design painted on the surface of the 
plate with a brush moistened with a solution of 
gallic acid thickened with a little gum. The plate 
is then exposed to the electric light for a few 
seconds, washed, and developed (by iron or 
ferrous oxalate developer) in the usual manner, 
when the design appears darker than the back- 
ground. 



LECTURE IV. 

Emulsion Photography. — Collodion Emulsions. — Gelatine 
Emulsions. — The Process of Ripening. — Different States 
of Physical Aggregation of Silver Bromide. -Extreme 
Sensitiveness of Gelatino-Bromide Emulsion.— Recent 
Applications of Modem Dry Plates 

The photographic processes briefly reviewed 
in the last lecture belong now to the historical 
portion of the subject, but tl ire is a thread of 
continuity running through them which enables 
us to follow their development in a manner which 
is of the highest interest for those who take 
pleasure in studying the evolution of scientific dis- 
covery. It would lead me too far astray to attempt 
such treatment on the present occasion and we 
must commence at once with the latest methods 
of dry plate photography, the legitimate offspring 
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of the collodion dry plate processes last described. 
The collodion dry plates possessed all the ad- 
vantages expected of them as far as regards 
facility of transport and of manipulation, but 
they failed in sensitiveness and, till their manu- 
facture was properly understood, were apparently 
capricious in their action. From a chemical 
point of view we know what lack of sensitiveness 
means in this case — it means that the so-called 
preservatives have not the same power of ab- 
sorbing the halogen liberated by the action of 
light as is possessed by a sensitizer such as the 
silver nitrate film of the wet plate process. 

The working of collodion dry plates was con- 
siderably facilitated by the introduction of 
alkaline development in 1862 by Col. Russell, a 
subject to which we shall have occasion to return. 
But even at their best these dry plates left much 
to be desired in the way of sensitiveness. The 
next efforts of photographic experimenters were 
directed to the production of silver haloids in an 
extremely fine state of division suspended in some 
viscid sensitizing medium which could be spread 
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over the surface of the plate and there allowed 
to dry. The development of this idea brings 
us down to the photography of the present, i.e, 
to emulsion photography. 

As with so many other useful inventions, we 
find that the germ of this discovery came into 
existence long before ii bore fruit. As far back 
as 1853 Gaudin proposed to use the silver haloids 
in the form of emulsions, and in 1861 he gave 
details of his expetiments. Three years later 
the first successful emulsion process w^as made 
known by Bolton and Sayce, who used silver 
bromide emulsified in collodion ; and in 1865 a 
collodio-chloride emulsion for printing pui poses 
was described by Wharton Simpson. I must 
now attempt to give a brief account of the pre- 
paration of these emulsions, and tfie remarks 
which I felt it incumbent to make when dealing 
with the wet collodion process must be repeated 
here with tenfold meaning ; for if that process 
could occupy an entire lecture for its dc^scription, 
the emulsion processes, owing to their multiplicity 
and the immense amount of practical detail 
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connected with their working, would demand a 
whole course of lectures. But you must fully 
realize by this time that I am not dealing with 
photographic manipulation, and I shall be obliged 
to treat of this branch of the subject only in a 
very general way. 

To prepare a collodion emulsion the silver 
haloid must be precipitated in the collodion it- 
self. There are of course several ways of doing 
this, but the one general principle underlying 
them all is that the silver nitrate and the haloid 
salt with which it reacts should be brought to- 
gether in the presence of a solvent in which the 
collodion is itself soluble. Alcohol is the solvent 
which meets these requirements, and if we dissolve 
in this liquid some haloid salt capable of dis- 
solving therein and salt the collodion with this 
solution, we can then add an alcoholic solution 
of silver nitrate and thus precipitate the silver 
haloid in the required state of subdivision in the 
collodion, wherein it remains suspended owing 
to the viscosity of the medium. Of the silver 
haloids the bromide appears to lend itself most 
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readily to this process of emulsifying, and collodio- 
bromide emulsions are therefore the more generally 
prepared. As the soluble bromide that of zinc 
or cadmium is usually employed, the necessary 
quantity of this salt dissolved in alcohol being 
added to the collodion and then the alcoholic solu* 
tion of silver nitrate is gradually poured in, the 
mixture being briskly agitated after each addi- 
tion. When the whole of the silver nitrate has 
been added the emulsion is allowed to stand 
for some time to ripen, a process which will 
occupy our attention again later on. It is 
needless to say that these operations are con- 
ducted in red or ‘‘ non-actinic ” light [A]. 

So far the rationale of the process is simple 
enough — at least as far as the chemistry is con- 
cerned — but the emulsion is by no means ready 
for use at this stage. Consider for a moment 
what has been said with regard to the necessity 
for a sensitizer in the wet collodion process, and 
let us ask whether there is any sensiti/vT present 
in the emulsion prepared in the manner described. 
It is evident that the only substance capable 
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of performing this function is the silver nitrate, 
and it might be imagined that if the quantities 
of this salt and of the zinc bromide were so 
adjusted as to leave a slight excess of the nitrate 
over and above the quantity indicated by the 
equation — 

ZnBr2 4- 2 AgN 03 ~= 2 AgBr + Zn(N 03 ) 2 , 

all the conditions necessary for sensitiveness 
would be met But this plan is unfortunately 
impracticable, and a little consideiation will make 
clear the reason. 

The emulsion, at the stage where we left it, 
contains in addition to the silver haloid and 
the pyioxylin, the excess of silver nitrate and 
the zinc nitrate formed by double decomposition. 
If a plate were coated with this mixture the 
soluble salts would crystallize as the film dried 
and would thus disintegrate and destroy the 
photographic surface. To render the emulsion 
fit for use it is therefore washed with water in 
order to remove the soluble salts, and this is 
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done either on the plate itself after coating, or 
the emulsion is washed in mass. It is sometimes 
customary to speak of these two kinds of emul- 
sions as ‘‘ washed ” and “ unwashed,” but this is 
milslcading because they are both washed, the 
latter on the plate after coating and the former 
in bulk after preparation. It would be better 
to describe the emulsion as either film-ivasited 
or viass-washed. 

The preparation of a collodion emulsion plate 
by film-washing is a comparatively simple opera- 
tion. After the plate has been coated with the 
emulsion the latter is allowed to set and then, 
before the salts have time to crystallize, the plate 
is immersed in water till the .e soluble salts have 
all diffused out. It might be expected that by 
thus washing out the soluble salts the sensitive- 
ness of the film would be seriously impaired 
owing to the removal of free silver nitrate. There 
is no doubt that the sensitiveness is diminished 
by this treatment, but it is not altogether 
destroyed because, in making the emulsion, the 
quantities are so adjusted as to have an excess 
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of silver nitrate, and when silver bromide is 
precipitated under these conditions it is always 
more sensitive than when formed in the presence 
of an excess of the soluble bromide. The 
different sensitiveness of the bromide under these 
two modes of preparation is no doubt due to 
the retention of a trace of silver nitrate when 
an excess of that salt is present, just in the 
same way that silver chloride retains traces of 
other soluble chlorides. After washing the 
emulsion-coated plate in the manner indicated, 
the sensitiveness is therefore found to be suffi- 
cient for photographic purposes. It \s customary 
to coat the washed plate with some organic 
preservative before drying, but it is stated by 
some authorities that, in the case of collodio- 
bromide emulsion prepared with excess of silver 
nitrate, the sensitiveness is not increased by the 
preservative. In other words, the retained trace 
of silver nitrate is a better sensitizer than the 
preservative, the latter playing no part in this 
kind of emulsion beyond the protection of the 
film from atmospheric influence. 




RIPENING OF THE EMULSION nr 

When silver bromide has been emulsified in 
collodion in the manner described it takes a 
certain time to acquire its maximum degree of 
sensitiveness, the period of so called “ripening” 
varying from 8 to 24 hours according to the 
soluble bromide used as a precipitant, the quality 
of the collodion, &c. If the emulsion is kept 
too long it loses in sensitiveness, the silver 
bromide particles become denser and tend to 
settle out of the medium, and the photographic 
efficiency is destroyed. Now this behaviour of 
the silver haloid in an emulsion is of particular 
importance to us at the present moment, because 
this is the first hint we get that the physical 
state of aggregation may L v6 a determining 
influence upon the sensitiveness of the bromide. 
There seems to be a critical point in the state 
of molecular aggregation of the silver haloid. 
We shall have much more to do with this 
ripening process hereafter, but you will readily 
gather that as a practical outcome of this 
property the stock of emulsion must be used 
as soon as possible after it has ripened, and 
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this is one of the disadvantages of film- 
washing. 

To prepare an emulsion by mass-washing the 
silver haloid is precipitated in the collodion 
as before, using cither an excess of silver nitrate 
or an excess of soluble haloid according to 
the character of the emulsion required. After 
being allowed to ripen the alcohol and ether 
arc evaporated or distilled off, and the semi- 
gelatinous emulsion washed by being allowed 
to remain under water which is frequently 
poured off and renewed. The soluble crystalline 
salts arc thus removed, and the washed emul- 
sion is freed from water by being allowed to 
dry in the air spontaneously, by heating on 
a water-bath, or by being washed with alcohol. 
The emulsion may at this stage be regarded 
as consisting practically of a dried silver haloid 
pyroxylin jelly, and to prepare it for use all 
that is necessary is to redissolve in the requisite 
amount of alcohol and ether, coat the plate 
in the usual way, apply the preseiwative and 
dry. The advantage of mass-washing is that 
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a large quantity of emulsion can be prepared 
at one operation and may be kept without 
deterioration till required for use. 

The collodion emulsion processes are now 
more of historical than of practical interest 
because, as you arc aware, they have been 
displaced by gelatine emulsions which greatly 
transcend them in sensitiveness. I have dealt 
with the collodion emulsion in some detail 
because it was the first emulsion process practi- 
cally introduced, and wc have been enabled to 
get out of it a good general idea of the prin- 
ciple of emulsification, although there are neces- 
sarily many points which 1 have been obliged 
to pass over A collodion Ci -ulsion plate, even 
under the most favourable circumstances, can 
seldom be made as sensitive as a collodion wet 
plate, whereas a gelatine emulsion plate may 
have from ten to one hundred times the sen- 
sitiveness of a collodio-bromide emulsion plate 
The reasons for this increased sensitiveness 
of gelatine emulsion will appear in due course, 
but wc have first to consider the process itself. 


I 
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The use of gelatine as a vehicle was suggested 
by Gaudin in 1853 ; but the development of the 
modern process dates from the year 1871, when 
Dr. R. L. Maddox made known the practical 
details of the method of preparing a gelatino- 
bromide emulsion. Of the chemistry of gelatine 
but little is at present known. It is a nitrogen- 
ous animal substance extracted by boiling from 
bone cartilage, sinew, connective tissue, and 
skin It appears to be resolvable into two com- 
pounds, one derived from the unhardened cartilage 
and called chondrin, and the other derived 
from the hardened cartilage known as glutin. 
The lattci substance constitutes the chief part 
of the puier forms of gelatine used by the 
photographer. 

It will be advisable to give here a shoit account 
of those properties of gelatine which arc connected 
with its use as a vehicle for the silver haloid 
emulsion. When allowed to remain in contact 
with cold water, gelatine swells and absorbs a 
considerable quantity of the latter ; if warmed 
the substance gradually forms a solution, the 
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latter solidifying on cooling to a gelatinous mass 
more or less firm m consistency according to 
the quantity of vvatn used Edcr states that 
a good specimen slioulti gue a firm jelly when 
a four per cent, solution is cooled to 20° C. It 
is this property of gelatinising which renders 
gelatine available for the preparation of emul- 
sions ; it confers upon the water in which it 
is dissolved the necessary degree of viscosity 
for keeping the finely divided silver haloid in 
suspension Moist gelatine cannot be long kept 
without undergoing decomposition , chemical 
changes soon begin to take place even at 
ordinary temperatures and still more rapidly 
on heating. The time when decomposition sets 
in depends much upon the quality of the 
gelatine, but an average high quality sample, 
which is usually slightly acid .it first, becomes 
alkaline end begins to evolve ammonia aftei 
ten days or so. Inferior kinds, which are 
alkaline to start with, may show indications 
of the production of ammonia after three or 
four days. 

I 2 
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As a point of practical importance it should 
be mentioned that the decomposition of the 
gelatine seriously impairs its Utility for emulsion- 
making, not only because its power of ‘’setting” 
is diminished, but also because the products of 
its decomposition have a tendency to reduce the 
silver haloid directly, i.c. without exposure to 
light, and thus to give an emulsion which fogs ” 
on development. With respect to the various 
processes for preparing gelatine emulsions 1 must 
refer you for practical details to the works devoted 
to photographic manipulation.^ I propose to give' 
only a sufficiently concise account to enable you 
to understand the general method of their pre- 
paration, drawing comparisons between gelatine 
and collodion emulsions whenever we can learn 
any^ point of irnj)ortance from such mode of 
treatment. The bromide emulsion is the most 
familiar, although for certain purposes the gelatino- 
chloride emulsion is preferred. The former will 

^ See for instance Ahncy' s Pkoio^rap/O' Emulsions^ 1885, or 

r.dei’s Ausfuhrliches Handbuch der rhoto^aphie^ th. iii., “Die 
rhotographie mit Bromsilber-Gelatine und Chlorsilber^Gelatine,” 
Halle, 1886. 
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however be sufficiently typical for our present 
purpose. 

In order to prepare an emulsion of a silver 
haloid with gelatine, we may either mix the 
silver nitrate solution with the gelatine solution 
and add the soluble haloid, or we may mix the 
latter solution with the gelatine and add the 
silver nitrate. In either case the result is the 
same — the silver haloid is precipitated in the 
gelatine solution and is emulsified therein by 
agitation in just the same manner as it is in 
making a collodion emulsion. Potassium bromide* 
(sometimes mixed with a little iodide) is the 
soluble haloid generally employed [B]. There 
is one point in which gelatiiio-bromide differs 
from collodion emulsion which it is essential 
to bear in mind, and that is that the quantity 
of potassium bromide is so adjusted as to leave 
no excess of silver nitrate. It will be instructive 
to consider the chemical reasons for this difference 
between the two emulsions. 

It is a well-known fact that organic colloidal 
substances, such as gelatine and albumen, form 
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some kind of combination — I do not say definite 
chemical compounds — with crystalline salts like 
silver nitrate. An experiment will illustrate this 
point perfectly well. If we dissolve gelatine in 
water to which a little silver nitrate is added, 
cl certain amount of the salt combines with the 
gelatine and forms what may be called techni- 
cally a “ gelatino-nitrate,” this compound being 
sufficiently stable to disguise the presence of 
the silver salt We may for instance add .i 
little potassium bromide or chloride or hydro- 
•chloric acid to such a solution without producing 
any precipitate as long as the reagents aie not 
in excess [C]. In consequence of this property, 
if there is a deficiency of potassium bromide 
the whole of the “ gelatino-nitrate ” is not de- 
composed. Now this last compound has very 
unpleasant properties from the photographic 
point of view ; it is decomposed by light or 
heat with the formation of metallic silver oi 
oxide of silver or of some organic compound 
containing silver which acts directly on the 
developer and fogs the plate [D] This of 
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course means that silver nitrate is reduced by 
gelatine when heated with the latter, and you 
will readily understand therefore why it is so 
important to insure the complete decomposition 
of the “gelatino-nitrate” by having a sufficient 
(Quantity of potassium bromide. 

In a collodion emulsion, on the other hand, 
you know that we may have an excess of 
silver nitrate, and this does no harm if it is 
washed out afterwards. But even in this case 
there may be formed certain organic compounds 
containing silver which act directly on the de- 
veloper and fog the plate unless special pre- 
cautions are taken. It is not exactly known 
what these compounds are, but during the 
nitration of cellulose small quantities of oxidized 
products are formed which aie not lemoved by 
washing, and which remain as contaminating 
impurities in the pyroxylin. It is these by- 
j>roducts which form compounds with the silver 
of the nitrate, and in making a collodion emulsion 
with excess of the latter salt it is necessary to 
add a small quantity of nitric acid in order to 
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decompose these silver compounds. This is the 
precaution which has to be taken, and I hope 
the reason is now sufficiently clear. The nitric 
acid in a collodion emulsion performs a similar 
function to the excess of potassium bromide in 
a gelatine emulsion. The acid, after it has done 
its work, is of course removed by the washing 
process. 

It will be remembered in connection with 
collodion emulsions that the silver bromide 
when first precipitated is not in its most sensi- 
tive condition, but takes a certain time to reach 
this state, — the period of rijicning. The same 
property is shown by a gelatino-bromide emul- 
sion and in a much more striking manner. 
When first precipitated in the emulsion the 
silver bromide is in an extremely fine state of 
division, the size of the particles being to a 
great extent determined by the state of dilution 
or concentration of the .solutions of gelatine and 
silver nitrate and of the potassium bromide. The 
size of these finest particles has been determined 
by Eder from micrometric measurements to be 
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froni 'OOOS to '0015 of a millimeter in diameter. 
In this stage a gclatino-bromide emulsion offers 
but little advantage over a collodion emulsion 
from the point of view of sensitiveness. Now 
in 1878 it was observed by Bennett that if a 
gelatine emulsion is allowed to stand for about 
a week at a moderate temperature (32'’ C.) .the 
sensitiveness became increased. It was then 
found by Stuart Wortley that the ripening of 
the emulsion could be accelerated by increasing 
the temperature to 60"" C., a few hours at this 
temperature producing the same sensitiveness 
as many days ripening in the c^dd. In 1879 
Mansfield carried this principle a stage further 
and showed that by keeping the emulsion at 
the temperature of boiling water for less than 
an hour, the maximum of practical sensitiveness 
could be reached. This is the culminating 
point in the history of our modern dry-plate 
processes. 

After the precipitation of the silver bromide 
in the gelatine solution the next step in the pre- 
paration of the emuhion is to ripen it, and this 



122 THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY. * 

is done by placing the vessel containing the 
gelatino-bromide in a bath of boiling water and 
keeping it there with occasional agitation for 
thirty or forty minutes. The proportions of gelatine 
and water given in the published formulae, have 
been selected by experience as being the best 
for precipitating the silver bromide in such a 
state of molecular aggregation as to insure that 
the ripening takes place in the shortest possible 
time. The reason of this will appear subse- 
quently. 

When the operation of ripening is completed 
the emulsion is cooled and, if not already of 
the right consistency, is made up to the proper 
strength by dilution with a further quantity of 
gelatine solution. It is obvious that at this stage 
we have a jelly containing potassium nitrate and 
excess of potassium bromide in addition to the 
silver bromide. For reasons which have already 
been explained in connection with collodion emul- 
sions the soluble and crystallizable salts must 
be removed before the emulsion film can be 
allowed to dry on the plates. There is also a 
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special chemical reason why no excess of potas- 
sium bromide should be left in the emulsion, 
which we shall be in a better position to appreciate 
later on in this course. I'he cold emulsion is 
therefore washed, being first reduced by mechanical 
means (forcing through the meshes of canvas) 
to a fine state of division and then treated M^th 
cold water till th(' soluble salt«5 have been dis- 
solved out. The washed emulsion is rcdissolved 
in warm water, the solution is filtered, and the 
plates can then be coated with a uniform film 
and allowed to dry. 

There is one operation in the process of making 
a gelatine emulsion which possesses a certain 
fascination — I allude to the ripenng of the silver 
haloid. The gradual change in molecular state 
is certainly a very remarkable phenomenon, and 
its investigation, apart from the question of 
practical utility, cannot but lead to important 
results in the domain of molecuktr physics. The 
researches of investigators who have occupied 
themselves with this subject, and especially those 
of Van Monckhoven, Eder, Abney, and Vogel, 
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tend to show that the change is a purely physical 
one. The increase in sensitiveness is accompanied 
by and is probably the result of an actual increase 
in the size of the particles of silver bromide. 
The micrometric measurements of Eder have 
shown that the most sensitive form of emulsion 
contains particles of from *003 to *004 of a milli- 
meter in diameter. If the ripening is continued 
for too long a period the particles still go on 
growing, but chemical action at length begins to 
take place. In other words, if silver bromide 
be heated for too long a time with the gelatine 
solution, it becomes reduced and gives rise to 
products which are directly acted upon by the 
developer and thus produce fog. This is the 
reason why it is necessary to precipitate the 
bromide in the first place in such a state of 
aggregation as to insure the maximum degree 
of ripeness with the minimum amount of heating. 

Not only is the ripening accompanied by an 
increase in the size of the bromide particles, 
but the molecular growth is associated with 
changes in the optical properties which enable 
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the operator to ascertain whether the emulsion 
is of the proper degree of sensitiveness. The 
first precipitated bromide is yellowish white by 
reflected light and reddish by transmitted light ; 
this is the insensitive, unripened condition. As 
the particles grow the light transmitted by a 
layer of the emulsion becomes richer in bfhe 
and violet and poorer in led rays. Jn other 
words, the larger particles absorb more of the 
red rays and allow more of the blue and violet 
rays to pass through. When ripe the emulsion 
is grey or greyish violet by transmitted light, and 
the silver bromide appears greenish by reflected 
light. This is the most sensiti'x- form of the 
haloid, and is the condition so igdit in the pre- 
paration of the emulsion. 

The changes undergone by the silver bromide 
are, as J have already stated, of a physical char- 
acter and are not accompanied by an} change 
in chemical composition. If the gelatine is dis- 
solved out of a ripened emulsion the residual 
bromide has the normal composition corresponding 
to the formula AgBr. Moreover, the emulsion, 
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if well prepared, is not acted upon by the 
developer unless previously exposed to light, 
even when the extreme of sensitiveness is attained. 
It is ^.therefore /evident that the bromide in the 
most sensitive emulsion is not present in the 
same chemical condition as it is after photo- 
decomposition. But we know that over ripening 
causes a decomposition of the bromide and enables 
it to be acted upon directly by the developer 
without previous exposure — in other words pro- 
longed heating of the silver haloid in the presence 
of gelatine produces a similar effect to a short 
exposure to light. In an over- ripened emulsion 
we have overstepped the boundary of physical 
change and have entered the region of chemical 
change. This molecular transformation of the 
silver salt from a small-particled, insensitive state 
to a largcr-particlcd, sensitive condition, thus in- 
troduces a new factor into the question of the 
photo-instability of a chemical compound. The 
physical slate of aggregation must be taken into 
consideration as well as those other chemical 
conditions which have been shown to have a 
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determining influence upon the sensitiveness of 
photo-decomposablc compounds. 

The fact that the (chloride and bromide of silver 
are capable of existing in different molecular states 
has long been known, detailed accounts of the 
various modifications having been published by- 
Stas in 1874. This eminent investigator evej(i 
observed that by the prolonged boiling of silver'^'j^ 
bromide with water, the salt acquired an increased 
sensitiveness analogous to that which takes place 
in the process of ripening. With respect to the 
growth in size of the silver bromide particles 
during this last process some further explanation 
will be necessary, and th is the most favourable 
opportunity for considering the subject. 

Silver bromide is practically ins duble in water, 
but the presence of potassium bromide and 
gelatine in hot aqueous solution enables a per- 
ceptible quantity of the silver salt to be dissolved 
up. Let me illustrate this by it wrsing an ex- 
periment shown in an earlier part of the present 
lecture. If we take a solution of potassium 
bromide and gelatine in water and add silver 
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nitrate solution, we must put in more of the 
latter to produce a precipitate when gelatine is 
present than when the same amount of potas- 
sium bromide is dissolved in the same quantity 
of water without the addition of gelatine [E]. 
In other words silver bromide is perceptibly 
soluble in excess of potassium bromide and 
especially in the presence of gelatine. Now in 
the emulsion undergoing ripening we have a hot 
solution of gelatine containing potassium bromide 
— the conditions most favourable for dissolving up 
some of the silver bromide. There are reasons for 
believing that the growth of the particles is due to 
this solvent action of the menstruum, which is 
always saturated with dissolved silver bromide, 
and which continually deposits this salt on the 
particles of the bromide already present, thus 
causing the increase in the size of the latter. For 
this reason it is indispensable that an excess of 
potassium bromide should be present in a gelatine 
emulsion which is to be ripened by heat. 

There is yet another method of ripening a 
gelatine emulsion to which attention must be 
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called before we can leave emulsion photography- 
It has been found that ammonia acts in the same 
way as heat in causing the silver bromide to 
acquire its sensitive condition. There are different 
ways of working this process, and there are 
numerous formul:^- into the details of which I can- 
not now enter but for which I must refer you to the»v 
practical treatises. As a point of history it should 
be mentioned that the ammonia process of ripen- 
ing has been developed chiefly by Van Monck- 
hoven and by Eder and Pizzighelli. With respect 
to manipulation it will suffice to state that in the 
preparation of such an emulsion, wc may add an 
ammoniacal solution of silver nitrate to a solution 
of potassium bromide in aqueous gelatine and 
ripen the mixture at a gentle heat ; or the 
emulsion may be first partially ripened in the 
usual way, and then the sensitiveness of the 
silver haloid brought up to the desired stage 
by the addition o^^mmonia, and j*tinuing the 
digestion for a short time at a lower tem- 
perature. The ripening faculty possessed by 
ammonia has been successfully applied in cold 

K 
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emulsifying processes, such as those of Cowan 
and Henderson. 

We must pause here and ask ourselves why it 
is that ammonia acts as a ripening agent. The 
immediate cause is doubtless the solubility of 
silver bromide in ammonia, a property familiar to 
all who are acquainted with the characters of the 
silver haloids. On diluting the ammoniacal solu- 
tion with water, or on driving off the ammonia by 
heat, the dissolved bromide is reprecipitated [F]. 
An action of this kind no doubt goes on during 
the ammonia ripening process, the growth of the 
bromide particles taking place by the gradual 
deposition of bromide from the solution on to the 
particles already in suspension, just in the same 
manner as in the alternative method of ripening 
by digestion. That the increase of sensitiveness 
is due to a physical and not to a chemical change, 
may be proved by arguments similar to those 
which have been made use of in dealing with the 
alternative process of ripening, and there is no 
occasion to repeat them here. 

I have dealt at some length with the ripening 
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process, but it must not be concluded that the 
extreme sensitiveness of a gelatine emulsion is 
due solely to the molecular state of the silver 
haloid. There arc other conditions which have to 
be taken into consideration before we can take 
leave of this part of the subject. You will re- 
member that in a washed collodion emulsion we-v 
are at the mercy of the preservative for sensitiz- 
ing action. JSlow in a gelatine emulsion the 
vehicle itself is a bromine absorbent — the gelatine 
is also a sensitizer^ and because of the intimate 
contact which everywhere exists between the 
gelatine and the imbedded silver hciloid particles, 
the sensitizing action is capable of being exerted 
in the most perfect conceivable manner short of 
the vehicle being actually in a str te of solution 
Then again, the perfect imbedding of the silver 
haloid particles in the gelatine enables us to use 
developers of great strength, and thus to make the 
most out of the impression produceu ^ji exposure , 
but this part of the subject will be better under- 
stood after we have dealt with the theory of de- 
velopment. The co-operation of all these condi- 


Kf 2 



1 32 THE C HEM IS TR Y OF PHO TOGRAPHY. 

tions, both physical and chemical, has resulted 
in the production of a mixture which, for sen- 
sitiveness towards light, transcends anything that 
has hitherto been discovered, and has placed 
in the hands of modern photographers ,a series 
of methods which, for rapidity and conveni- 
ence of manipulation, must surpass the wildest 
hopes ever entertained by the early pioneers 
of the art. 

The practical applications of gelatine emulsions 
to photographic purposes are sufficiently well 
known and need not be dealt with at length 
in the present course of lectures. The extreme 
sensitiveness of such films enables u^ to secure 
instantaneous impressions of moving objects such 
as breaking waves, yachts at sea, express trains, 
animals in motion or birds in flight, and all the 
other wonderful effects with which we have been 
familiarized of late years. The problems con- 
nected with the locomotion of animals and the 
flight of birds have been recently considerably 
advanced towards solution by the use o^ cameras 
with revolving slides, capable of taking many 
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picturei> in the course of a second of time.^ The 
easy manipulation of the emulsion enables it to be 
spread uniformly over the surface of paper, so that 
the operator can take into the field a very large 
amount of sensitive surface having but little weight 
and occupying but a small space — such an area of 
sensitive film as would have been impossible in the^ 
days of glass plate negatives. One of the latest 
developments in this direction enables the photo- 
grapher to take no less than four dozen negatives 
on one continuous roll of sensitized paper.- These 
pictures can be developed at any convenient time 
after exposure, and the film with its developed 
image stripped off and tr^ isferred to a thin trans- 
parent sheet of gelatine so as to form a light 
negative which is practically unbreakable, and 
from which any number of prints can be obtained 
in the usual way. 

In its application to other branches of science 
modern photography has already ved to be of 

^ See Nature y Pebiuaiy 16, 1888. 

2 Reference is here made to the Eastman Stripping Film. By 
the courtesy jof the Company a demonstration of the process 'was 
given at the termination of the 1-cture. 
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the very highest value, and holds out still greater 
prospects for the future.^ This particularly ap- 
plies to astronomy, in which science the sensitive 
emulsion bids fair to largely supersede the older 
and more wearisome methods of eye observation. 
Almost from the dawn of its discovery b}^ 
Daguerre, attempts were made to utilize photo- 
graphy for securing pictures of the heavenly 
bodies. The collodion w^ct plate was first suc- 
cessfully applied by De la Rue in 1852 to the 
production of lunar photographs, and through the 
kindness of Mr. Joseph Beck I am enabled to 
show you on the screen some of Mr. De la Rue’s 
original pictures. Lunar photography was after- 
wards brought to a considerable degree of 
perfection in America by Mr. L. M. Rutherfurd 
and the late Dr. Henry Draper. The mapping 
of the moon’s surface by the aid of gelatine dry 
plates is now being cairicd on at Paris by the 
brothers Henry. 

^ One of the latest applications of highly sensitive plates is by 
Professor Oettingen, of Dorpat, who has secured impressions of 
the flash produced by the combustion of hydrogen and oxygen in a 
closed vessel showing the intermittent character of the explosion. 
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With respect to solar photography the diffi- 
culty is one of brightness ; owing to the excessive 
brilliancy of the sun, special flashing shutters have 
to be employed in order to avoid over exposure. 
The sun^s disc is ^owevcr capable of being^photo- 
graphicallyj^registered with all its rapidly changing 
details of structure with an exposure according to^ 
M. Janssen, our most successful worker in this 
branch, of of a second. The splendid sun 

pictures produced at Meudon by this last observer 
have been familiar to astronomers for the last 
ten years. The camera was first successfully 
applied to the registration of a total solar eclipse 
by Dc la Rue and Sccchi in i860, and no eclipse 
has since taken place in which the aid of 
photography has not been called mto requisition. 
Wlienevcr visible the sun is made to give a daily 
impression of himself on photographic plates in 
several observatories both here and abroad, so 
that the appearance and positic n of the spots 
which are so frequently seen on his surface are 
automatically recorded. By the courtesy of the 
Astronomer- Royal I have here for your inspection 
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some specimens of the Greenwich sun photo- 
graphs. 

It is evident that the wet collodion process 
presents many disadvantages for astronomical 
work. Among its drawbacks I need only 
mention the necessity for coating and sensitizing 
each plate immediately before use, and the limited 
time of exposure admitted by such a moist film. For 
this last reason the process is not at all adapted 
for the photography of faint objects, such as stars 
and nebula;, which require prolonged exposure. 
This difficulty is of course overcome by the use 
of gelatine emulsion plates which can if necessary 
be exposed for hours. By means of highly sen- 
sitive dry plates the stars can now be photo- 
graphed in their myriads — it is only a question 
of mechanical perfection of adjustment in the 
driving gear which compensates for the earth’s 
rotation, and length of exposure^ Distant suns 
and nebulae too faint to be seen by human eye 
with the best of instruments, and so remote that 
their light may take years to reach the earth, can 
be made to record themselves faithfully on that 
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surface which has been well described as “ the 
retina which never forgets/’ 

The first successful use of gelatine emulsion 
for astronomical photography was made by Dr. 
Huggins, who, in 1876, secured impressions of 
stellar spectra on dry plates. The work has been 
followed up in all countries by observers to^ 
numerous to mention. One of our most success- 
ful workers, Mr. A. A. Common, whose magnificent 
photograph of the great nebula in Orion taken 
in 1883 is so well known to astronomers, has 
been good enough to forward some specimens of 
his achievements for exhibition. The success^ 
which has attended the Uc.e of gelatine dry plates 
resulted last year (1886) in the meeting of an 
International Congress in Paris the instigation 
of Mr. David Gill, Her Majesty’s Astronomer at 
the Cape, for the purpose of discussing a scheme 
for a joint astro-photographic survey. All the stars 
in the heaven down to the fourte^^^-h magnitude^ 
are to be photographed by the different nations 

^ The best results obtained by Rutherfurd with wet collodion 
plates in 1864 showed stars duwn to the ninth magnitude. 
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taking part in the work. A senes of about 10,000 
photographs will by this means be secured in 
the course of five years on which will be recorded 
some twenty million stars — material for a celes- 
tial chart which, when completed, will be a 
tribute to the utility of modern photographic 
methods such as has never before been paid by 
one branch of science to another. 



APPENDIX TO LECTURE IV. 

A (p. 107). — i'he principle T t muLificalion can 
be illustrated by the following experiment : — Two 
flasks, each containing about 100 c.c., are filled up 
to the same level, one with a 6 per cent, solution of 
zinc bromide in water, and the other with collodion 
salted with the same quantity of zinc bromide. 
It is more satisfactory to weigh out the materials 
and make the solutions in the lecture room. A 
quantity of silver nitrate equivalent to the whole 
quantity of zinc bromide in the two flasks is 
then dissolved in alcohol with a little water, and 
the solution divided into two equal parts, one of 
which is added to the aqueous zinc bromide solu- 
tion, and the other to the salted collodion. The 
same amount of silver bromide is ( ~ ourse formed 
in each flask, and on briskly agitating, the bromide 
formed in the aqueous solution soon becomes 
granular and settles to the bottom on .standing, 
while that formed in the ^..ollodion emulsifies. 
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B (p. 1 17). — The emulsification of silver bromide 
in gelatine is easily shown by the following experi- 
ment : — Soak 20 grams of gelatine in a little water 
for half an hour and then dissolve completely, by 
the aid of heat, in a larger quantity of water and 
add 1 2 grams of potassium bromide to the solution, 
which should be made up to 150 c.c. This brom- 
ized gelatine solution, when cool has poured into it 
gradually with occasional agitation a solution of 
15 grams silver nitrate in 150 c.c. water. The 
operation is best conducted in a glass flask, the 
two solutions being prepared before the lecture. 
It makes the experiment more instructive if a 
companion flask is prepared with a solution of 12 
grams of potassium bromide in 150 c.c. water, and 
a solution of 15 grams silver nitrate in 150 c.c. 
water is gradually poured into this with brisk 
agitation. The silver bromide precipitated in the 
latter case becomes granular and soon subsides, 
while that precipitated in the gelatine solution 
emulsifies. 

C (p. 1 1 8). — Into two beakers or flasks introduce 
the same bulk of (i) distilled water, and (2) a 2 
per cent, solution of gelatine. Add to each flask 
the same quantity of silver nitrate solution, only a 
very small quantity of this salt being necessary — 
just enough to give a distinct precipitate when 
potassium bromide is added to the aqueous solution. 
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From burette allow ‘a weak solution (exact 
strength immaterial) of potassium bromide to run 
into each flask. It will be found that (r) gives an 
immediate turbidity, while (2) will require much 
more of the bromide solution before a precipitate 
forms. 

D (p. 1 1 8). — Some inferior gelatine is dissolved 
in water and a few drops of silver nitrate solution 
added. The flask is heated in a v^ater bath till thef 
solution begins to darken. This experiment serves 
to show the reducing action of the gelatine upon 
the silver salt. 

E (p. 128). — A strong solution of potassium 
bromide (about 20 per cent.) is divided into two 
equal portions, to one of which is added about one- 
fourth its volume of a 5 per cent, solution of 
gelatine, and to the otl^ the same quantity of 
water. The two solutions of course contain the 
same quantity of potassium broi 'de per c.c. A 
weak solution of silver nitrate is now run into each 
beaker (from a burette). It will be found that the 
solution containing the gelatine requires a much 
larger quantity of silver nitrate to produce a 
precipitate than the purely aqueous solution. 

F (p. 1 30). — A clear ammoniacal s hation of silver 
bromide is divided into two portions, one of which 
is boiled and the other diluted with water. In both 
cases the dissolved bromide is precipitated, ' 
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Gcneml Notions of Development —The Latent or Invisible 
linage. —The Action of Sensitizers in Different Processes. 
— Theory of Developers and Restramers.— Development 
by Vapouis.— Acid Development by Ferrous Sulphate. — 
Alkaline Development by Ammonium Pyrogallate and 
by Ferrous Oxalate. 

The processes which have now been considered 
may be regarded as so many ways of obtaining a 
film of silver haloid of more or less sensitiveness 
on which the picture formed by’ a lens can be 
made to impress itself in an invisible form on 
exposure for a suitable period. In order to make 
this invisible or latent image reveal itself you all 
know that certain substances called “ developers 
have to be applied to the film, and this process of 
development must next engage our attention. 



ACTION OF DEVELOPER, 


H3 


There '•=; even now in this age of startling scientific 
effects hardly any phenomenon more striking than 
the gradual appearance of a picture, with all its 
delicate gradations of light and shade, on what 
was apparently a homogeneous surface, on the 
application of the developing solution. 

In general terms a developing agent may be 
described as a substance which exerts an action 
upon those portions of a photo-sensitive compound 
which have been exposed to light different to that 
which it exerts upon the unexposed portions. If 
this difference of action is associated with a dififei- 
ence in colour, while the colour of the photo- 
reduction product does i t differ to any striking 
extent from that of the unreduced compound, we 
may have a strong contrast brought out on develop- 
ment. This point is well illustrated by the experi- 
ments shown in the first lecture with ferric and 
uranic salts. It will be remembered that a ferric 
salt becomes reduced to the ferre u state on ex- 
posure, but since the latter does not differ very 
strikingly in colour from the ferric salt, a ferrous 
design on a ferric background is hardly perceptible 
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at a distance. The same remark applies to a 
uranous design on a uranic background. On 
washing the exposed surfaces with a solution of 
potassium ferricyanide you know what happens. 
The ferrous design becomes developed in blue and 
the uranous design in brown, owing to the forma- 
tion of the corresponding ferricyanides. The 
colour of the design is in these cases an accident 
contingent upon the fact that ferrous ferricyanide 
is blue and the uranous ferricyanide brown. By 
using another developer we may impart a different 
colour to the design. The salts of gold and silver 
for example, are reduced by ur^^us compounds 
but not by uranic compounds^ ^o Jthat_jf w(^wash 
th e surface of the exposed uranium print with gold 
chloride solution, the urajipus-jiesign ^^ly is acted 
upon and is “ developedJMn finely jliyided reduced 
gold which produ ces a pictun^of a purple colour. 
Similarly if we use a solution of silver nitrate the 
uranous design is developed in grey, owing to the 
deposition of metallic silver reduced from the 
nitrate by the uranous compound [A]. The 
chemistry of such processes of development as 
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these comparatively simple, and may be repre- 
sented by the well-known reduction of gold and 
silver salts by ferrous salts : — 

6FeSO, + 6AgN03 = 2Fe,(SO,)3+ Fe^CNOJ, F 3 Ag, 
3Fc^C1^F 2AuC1>= 3 hc,Cl^. f Au^ 

There is another point brought out by the ex- 
amples chosen to illustrate the general principle 
of photographic development which may advan- 
tageously be dealt with now^ Not only is the 
colour of the developed image dependent on the 
nature of the developer, but the production of a 
positive or negative is also n a sense accidental. 
Thus supposing a pattern to be cut out in a sheet of 
black paper and a ferric coated surface exposed 
under the latter, the ferrous design thus impressed 
might be regarded as a negative because it appears 
lighter than the background of unaltered ferric 
compound. T 3 ut on washing with F^tVyanidc the 
faint negative image becomes converted into a blue 
positive, because it happens that the colour given 
by the photo-reduction product with the ferricyan- 
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ide is much more intense than the ground colour. 
Now if instead of using a ferricyanide we use as a 
developer some salt which gives a darker colour 
with the ferric than with the ferrous compound, 
such for instance as a fcrrocyanide, matters are 
reversed, and we get a negative instead of a 
positive on development [B]. 

From these preliminary considerations you will 
be enabled to gain a general idea of the function 
of a developer, and at the same time the ground 
will have been cleared by the establishment of the 
principle that the developed image may be positive 
or negative according to the nature of the photo- 
reduction product on the one hand and of the 
developer on the other hand We must consider 
development in the abstract, and so far as we are at 
present concerned, the fact of a picture being 
positive or negative in any particular case must be 
regarded as accidental to the process with which 
we are dealing. 

The next point that claims attention is the 
nature of that invisible image which is formed on the 
sensitive film, and which is revealed by the process 
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of development. As long as we had to do with 
compounds which underwent a visible change in 
colour under the influence of light, no such mystery 
as that involved in the formation of an invisible 
picture obtruded iti^elf upon our notice : as long as 
we were in the region of photo-chemistry proper, 
we had only to regard the change in colour as due**^ 
to the production of some coloured product of 
reduction. But as soon as we came to consider 
the photographic processes themselves, this ap- 
parently new kind of photo-chemical action 
presented itself. In discussing this subject it will 
be necessary to limit ourselves to those compounds 
universally employed for photographic purposes, 
viz. the silver haloids. What is the nature of the 
image which exists on the surface of a sensitive 
film after exposure in the camera ? has this image 
any relationship to the visible product of reduction 
resulting from the action of light upon the silver 
haloids in the presence of sensitizers 

In answer to these questions it is now generally 
admitted that the invisible image is of the same 
chemical composition as the darkened products of 
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148 THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY, 


photo-decomposition — that it differs from the latter 
only in degree and not in kind. There are many 
good reasons for this belief, although these are 
necessarily of an indirect kind. The difficulties of 
investigating this subject arc evidently great, owing 
to the extremely minute amount of the silver 
haloid which undergoes photo-decomposition on 
the surface of what is in itself nothing more than 
a film. If the investigation of the photo-reduction 
products of the silver haloids exposed in large 
quantities to the action of light has hitherto baffled 
ingenuity, you will readily understand that the 
direct demonstration of the composition of the 
latent image is at present utterly beyond the reach 
of our most refined chemical methods. The 
reasons which have led to the belief that this 
invisible image is built up of the same material 
as the darkened haloid arc that the substances 
which accelerate or retard the formation of the 
latter act in a precisely similar manner with 
respect to the latent picture, A substance like 
silver nitrate which, as we have seen, so greatly 
facilitates the decomposition of the haloid acts also 
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as a sensitizer in all photographic processes : sub- 
stances like mercuric, stannic or ferric salts, which 
are inimical to the liberation of free halogen, 
enormously diminish the sensitiveness of the 
photographic film [Cl. 

This kind of evidence — and there is much more 
of a similar nature if I only had time to submit it^ 
to you — enables us to bridge over the gap between 
photo-chemistr}/ and photographic chemistry. We 
may regard the invisible image as being formed of 
an oxyhaloid salt of silver or of a combination of 
such a salt with unaltered haloid (photosalt). The 
fate of the infinitesimal quantity of liberated 
halogen will depend entirely upon the nature of 
the sensitizer, but it is evident that 'n order to get 
the maximum sensitiveness of a photographic 
surface — that is, to get an invisible image formed 
with the minimum of exposure, we must have 
some halogen absorbent present, a necessity first 
distinctly formulated by Prof. H. W. V ogel of Berlin. 
It will be instructive to consider the action of the 
sensitizer in the more important photographic 
processes. 
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In the Daguerreotype plti^te a film of silver 
iodide is supported on a substratum of silver, 
and it is difficult at first sight to imagine what the 
sensitizer can be. It is generally supposed that 
the silver itself plays this part by absorbing 
the liberated iodine, and this is proved by an 
experiment made known in 1866 by Poitevin. 
A film of collodion containing silver iodide per- 
fectly free from excess of silver nitrate, was 
pressed on to the surface of a silver plate and 
exposed to light. The plate thus coated was 
found to be far more sensitive than a glass plate 
coated with the same collodion, clearly showing 
that the metallic silver acted as a sensitizer. But 
the sensitizing action in this case is not entirely 
due to the silver, because a film of pure silver iodide 
on glass, prepared by iodizing a silver mirror de- 
posited on glass, also gives a latent developable 
image on exposure. The action is certainly very 
feeble under these conditions, and a long exposure 
in strong light is required to produce much effect, 
but the result is important because it shows that 
silver iodide can act to some extent as its own 
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sensitizer. This property of silver iodide might 
have been anticipated from the analogy which is 
well known to exist between silver and the metals 
of the alkalies. Potassium for example forms the 
tri-iodide KI3, and the existence of this compound 
prepares us for the belief that silver iodide may 
be capable of combining with a further quantity ot 
iodine. 

In a former lecture I stated that the Daguerreo- 
type plate had much to teach us, and wc can now 
extract a little further information from the facts 
which have just been considered. These facts 
emphasize very clearly the principle previously 
laid down — that the sensitiveness of any system 
is a function both of the photo-instability of the 
compound and of the affinity of P'e sensitizer for 
one of the constituents of the compound. Consider 
the sensitiveness of a Daguerreotype plate as 
compared with that of a film of pure silver iodide 
on glass. In the first case we ha l the system 
AglH-Ag, and in the second case the system 
AgI*fAgI, i.e, the relatively strong affinity of 
metallic silver for the liberated iodine as com- 
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pared with the feeble affinity of silver iodide 
for iodine, this difference in sensitizing efficiency 
determining the superior sensitiveness of the first 
system. 

In the Talbotype proccssjthe sensitizer is, as you 
know, silver nitrate in coi^unction with gallic acid, 
and in the wet collodion process silver nitrate 
alone. The sensitizing action of this last salt is 
due to the readiness with which it absorbs the 
liberated halogen. In the case of iodine, for 
instance, the reaction is usually represented by the 
following equation : — 

3 I 2 + 6AgN03-f- 3H,0 =- sAgI -f AglO^ + 6 HNO 3 . 

The products according to this scheme would be 
silver iodide and iodate and nitric acid, the free 
iodine of course resulting from the photo-decom- 
position of silver iodide.^ 

In the dry plate and emulsion processes either 

^ This requires corroboration. It is known that silver chloride 
when exposed to light in the presence of silver nitrate gives a 
strongly acid solution, but the amount of free nitric acid formed 
has not yet been determined. 
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the preservative, as in the case of tannin, or the 
vehicle itself, as in the case of gelatine, is the 
sensitizer. The precise nature of the products 
formed when these organic sensitizers are acted 
upon by the liberated halogens is unknown, but 
this is immaterial from our present point of view. 
As a practical detail I may mention that gelatine*^ 
will absorb over 20 per cent it^ weight of 
bromine from bromine water in four days at 
ordinary atmospheric temperatures, the product 
consisting of brominated compounds of unknown 
constitution. 

So much for the chemical action of sensitizers — 
now let us return to the consideration of the 
invisible image armed with this knowledge of the 
conditions essential to its formation. That the 
image formed by the short exposure of a sensitive 
film of silver haloid should be invisible may at first 
appear surprising, but the wonder w’h vanish if wc 
just call to mind how infinitesimal in quantity is 
the reduction product formed. The action is 
purely superficial — the surface layer of reduced 
haloid must be of such extreme thinness as to 
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present in transverse section a diameter com- 
parable with the actual size of the molecules 
themselves. Nor must it be forgotten that the 
reduction product, except in the case of the 
chloride, is by no means highly coloured. For 
these reasons it can hardly be expected that the 
undeveloped picture should be anything but 
invisible. 

We must therefore regard the image formed 
by the camera lens as being painted in reduction 
product on the surface of the sensitive film, the 
varying intensity of action corresponding to the 
lights and shades being represented by varying 
amount of reduction product. In the stronge.st 
lights we have the maximum amount of decom- 
position — the greatest number of silver haloid 
molecules arc there decomposed, while in the 
feebler lights fewer molecules are decomposed, and 
in the deep shadows there is no decomposition 
at all. The actual state of affairs can be repre- 
sented diagrammatically by taking a simple case. 
Imagine three squares of paper on an orange, 
non-actinic wall,^' one squa;;e (a) being black, 
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the other (c) white, and the third (b) of an 
intermediate shade : — 


ABC 



Fjg. 3. 

/, film , s, substratum. A, B, and C are seen in elevation s in secl'on 

If these squares were p otographed the black 
would produce the smallest amount of decom- 
position, the white the largest amount of decom- 
position, and the intermediate shade an inter- 
mediate amount of decomposition. The quantity 
of reduction product formed by each square is 
shown in the section of the film, t ^ course on 
an exaggerated scaled 

^ The amount of silver haloid decomposed is strictly speaking 
not directly proportional to the intensity of the light in all cases 
The relative amount varies in ditferent films, but this consideration 
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Such being the state of affeirs on the surface 
of the film to which the developer is applied, 
we may now proceed to consider the methods 
of development, selecting for this purpose types 
of developers which have been or arc in actual 
use by photographers. Commencing with the 
Daguerreotype the latent picture is, as you are 
aware, developed in this process by exposure to 
mercury vapour This mode of development 
stands alone as a type of the action of vapours 
upon the invisible* image. It is stated that the 
process was discovered accidentally by Daguerre, 
who put one of his exposed plates with nothing 
visible on it away in a cupboard, and the next 
morning found a picture developed, this result 
being ultimately traced to a vessel of mercury 
on one of the shelves. 

In a case of this kind development is evidently 
due to the circumstance that mercury vapour 
can form a compound with the product of re- 
duction and not with the unaltered haloid. The 

may be neglected in a coarse illustration such as that made use of 

abnvf*. 
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amount of mercury deposited is proportional 
to the amount of reduction product formed on 
different parts of the plate, and in this way the 
picture is built up. It is sometimes asserted that 
the reduction product attracts the mercury vapour, 
but this hardly expresses the facts of the case. 
We must consider the plate over a vessel of warm 
mercury as being subjected to a constant bom- 
bardment of mercury molecules over the whole 
surface. Where the molecules meet reduction 
product there they remain attached — where they 
meet unaltered haloid they fly off again, so that 
the reduction product alone ultimately retains 
a layer of molecules of varying thickness. The 
action might be roughly represented by taking 
a sheet of glass on which a design had been 
painted in gum, and blowing sand on to the sur- 
face. Where the sand met glass it would fall 
off, where it met gum it would be retained, and 
the design would be thus ‘‘ dcvclo[,v(i ” in sand 
particles [D], As far as the physical action is 
concerned this explanation must at present suffice, 
but the chemical nature of the compound formed 
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by mercury with the reduction product at 
present unknown. It is not even known whether 
any definite compound is formed at all ; it is 
possible that the action is purely physical, the re- 
duction product being capable of being wetted,^' 
so to speak, by the condensed mercury, while 
the unaltered haloid is not. In this connection 
it may be mentioned that the Daguerreotype 
picture is capable of being developed by water 
vapour, although of course only in a transitory' 
way. I may be excused for once again empha- 
sizing how much we have yet to learn from this 
oldest known photographic process with respect 
both to its physical and chemical principles. 

The iron developer so generally employed in 
the wet collodion process will serve as a type 
of the next class of developers. The solution 
contains as essentials ferrous sulphate and acetic 
acid, some alcohol being added to insure the 
uniform flow of the solution over the surface of 
the plate. Let us first consider the action of 
this developer from a chemical point of view. 
Ferrous salts — which were first used in photo- 
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graphy by Robert Hunt in 1844 — are reducing 
agents which teadily reduce silver nitrate, but 
have practically no reducing action on the silver 
haloids under ordinary conditions. If we add 
ferrous sulphate to a solution of silver nitrate we 
get a precipitate of metallic silver [E], formed in 
accordance with the reaction referred to a short 
time ago : — 

6FeS + 6 AgN O3 = 2Fe2(SO Jg + Fe,(N 0 ^^ + 3 Ag^ 

Now the collodion plate with its invisible 
image is covered with the sensitizing film of 
silver nitrate, and if we poured on to this a solution 
of ferrous sulphate, wc should of < lurse have a 
film of reduced silver immediately deposited all 
over the plate. The acetic acid prevents this 
disaster by checking the reduction of the silver 
nitrate, so that the free silver is gradually deposited 
on the reduction product, the amount of deposit 
being, broadly speaking, proportional to the 
amount of this product. In this way the picture 
is built up in metallic silver. 
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This explanation of the action of the iron 
developer is of course a mere outline sketch, 
some of the details of which I must now en- 
deavour to supply. Let us first consider what 
can be learnt from the use of acetic acid, which 
retards the precipitation of silver from the solu- 
tions of its salts by the action of reducing agents, 
although the metal itself is insoluble in the 
acid. Substances which exert this retarding action 
are called restrainerSy and these act with more 
or less completeness according to the stability 
of the compound which they form with silver. 
If the restrainer forms a very stable silver com- 
pound wc may have any degree of retardation 
up to the total prevention of the precipitation of 
silver. The organic salts of silver are less stable 
than the inorganic salts, and the organic acids arc 
accordingly milder restrainers than the mineral 
acids. Even indifferent organic substances, such 
as sugar, glycerol, or gelatine, act as restrainers by 
virtue of the viscosity which they confer upon 
the developing solution, or because of a tendency 
to form feeble compounds with the ‘‘ nascent ” 
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silver* Such substances are sometimes spoken 
of as “ physical restrainers in order to distinguish 
them from acids or compounds which arc capable 
of combining chemically with th(? silver, and which 
may therefore be regarded as chemical restrainers 

[F]- 

The next point to be considered is one of con- 
siderable importance — it lies at the root of the 
explanation of the development of the invisible 
image in silver. Why is it that the nascent silver 
a^Uaches itself only to the reduction product ? 
Important as is this question to the theory of pho- 
tographic development, it cannot be satisfactorily 
answered in the present state of knowledge. It is 
generally stated that the reduced h \loid, the 
invisible image, attracts the nascent siiver from the 
developing solution. Bu^ this statement must be 
carried further before the theory of the developer 
can be considered in any way complete. It is ob- 
vious that the reduction product attract the silver, 
otherwise the picture would not be developed at all 
I'o say therefore that the silver is attracted does not 
carry the explanation very far — it amounts in 


M 
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reality to little more than a restatement of the fact. 
All who have used the iron developer know that 
like all other developers it is cumulative in its 
action ; the picture gradually gains in intensity by 
the accumulation of fresh silver on the deposit first 
formed. Now the question is, does the deposit of 
reduced silver begin to form at once upon the 
reduction product, or is the latter in the first place 
superficially reduced to the metallic state by the 
developer ? In other words, can the reduction 
product be reduced further by ferrous sulphate ? 

These are the questions which it is now very 
difficult to answer, and I am glad of the present 
opportunity of pointing out a line of investigation 
which might easily be taken up by any one of you 
who has the requisite chemical knowledge. It is 
generally believed that no direct reduction of the 
invisible image by the ferrous sulphate takes place 
in this kind of development,^ but that the nascent 
silver is from the very beginning of the process 
deposited on the reduction product only. What- 

^ Some experiments made for me by Mr, T. II. Norris in the 
laboratory of the Finsbury Technical College confirm this belief. 
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ever may be the truth with respect to the initial 
action, there is no doubt that the silver deposit 
when once formed continues to grow as long as 
there is any silver to feed it This mode of 
deposition will remind you of electrolytic action or 
of crystalline growth Evidence is not wanting 
that the growth of the silver deposit may be a case ' 
of electro-deposition, the film *T silver first formed 
constituting one clement of a micio-galvanic couple 
excited by the developing solution Ji has been 
shown by Lermontoff that with solutions of silver 
nitrate and ferrous sulphate and a i>trip of metallic 
silver a galvanic ciicuit can be foimcd, the nitrate 
becoming 1 educed and depositing a crystalline 
growth of metallic silver on the silve strip [G]. 

The development of the photographic image by 
means of the ferrous sulphate developer thus 
resolves itself ultimately into a process of accretion. 
Given a faint silver picture to start with, and the 
metallic deposit will go on gaining in diickncss as 
long as there is nascent silver to feed it. We can 
imitate these conditions artificially without calling 
in the aid of light at all. Here for instance is a 
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sheet of paper coated with silver chloride on which 
stripes of metallic silver have been produced by 
reduction. The stripes are at present faint, but on 
brushing them over with a solution of ferrous 
sulphate containing acetic acid and a little silver 
nitrate, they become almost black, owing to the 
further deposition of silver upon them [11]. The 
conditions in this experiment arc much about the 
same as in an ordinary photographic plate under- 
going development. We have a surface composed 
j)artly of unaltered haloid and partly of metallic 
silver, the nascent silver from the developer being 
deposited on the metallic stripes only and none on 
the unreduced haloid. 

It will be readily gathered from these explana- 
tions that the developers typified by the iron 
developer build up a visible picture by depositing 
1 educed silver on the invisible image. That th(‘ 
reduced silver is supplied by the nitrate and not by 
the haloid is easily showm by exposing a wet 
collodion plate and then w^ashing out the excess of 
silver nitrate before applying the developer. Under 
these circumstances no picture is developed at all, 
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or at moht only a very faint one, probably the result 
of the retained trace of silver nitrate which is so 
difficult to remove by washing-. On adding a few 
drops of silver nitrate to the developer such a 
washed plate can be developed as usual [I]. Any 
mixture of substances containing what may be 
called a potential silver deposit will act as a*- 
developer uheii the requisite conditions, electro- 
chemical or otherwise, arc set up. All that is 
necessary is a reducing agent capable of reducing 
.diver nitrate and not the unaltered haloid, and 
capable of having its reducing power modified if 
reephsite by a restrainer. It is quite unnecessary 
here in dealing only with general principles to 
sj)ecif}^ all the different kinds of cl vOopers which 
act in the way indicated. As illustrating the 
general theory an cxpeiiment of Carey Lea’s is 
highly instructive. An iodized collodion wet plate 
after exposure is washed free from siK^er nitrate, 
and is then tre<ited with a solution it mercurous 
nitrate and pyrogallol when the invisible image 
is developed in mercury. The analogy of this 
developer with the iron developer is sufficiently 
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obvious — the solution contains a potential deposit 
of mercury, and the image is accordingly developed 
in this metal instead of in silver. 

Another important group of developers may be 
typified by the alkaline developer so familiar to all 
who have worked with gelatine emulsion plates. A 
word or two as to the history of this kind of 
development may not be out of place. ^ Gallic acid, 
which was first obtained pure by Scheelc in 1786, 
was used as a developer in the early days of the 
Talbotype process. The crystalline sublimate 
obtained by heating gallic acid was first identified 
as a distinct substance (pyrogallic acid) by Bra- 
connot in 1831, and its use as a photographic 
developer was suggested in 1851 by idebig and 
Rcgnault. It was the late Colonel Russell who^ 
as I stated in a former lecture, first made known in 
1862 the advantages of an ammoniacal solution of 
pyrogallol for the development of dry tannin plates, 
so that when gelatine emulsion plates came into 
use there was a developer for them already to 
hand. 

In considering the principles of alkaline develop- 
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merit the first thing to be borne in mind is that we 
have no free silver nitrate on the plate as in the 
collodion process. That is one reason why the 
ordinary iron developer cannot be used with dry 
plates. Pyrogallol as most of you know, a tri- 
hydroxybenzenc derived from gallic acid by destruc- 
tive distillation, carbon dioxide being given off as ^ 
one of the products of decomposition : — 

c^niuo\.cooii =■- c , i - l ( ho ) 3 - i - co , 

Gallic acid. Tyrogallol. 


An alkaline solution of pyrogallol is a most 
powerful reducing agent, greedily absorbing oxygen 
from the air, and rapidly reducing the salts of silver. 
Not only is silver nitrate reduced by such a solution, 
but even the silver haloids are reduced, so that we 
have to deal with a substance of which the reducing 
power transcends that of ferrous sulphate [JJ. For 
this reason the alkaline pyrogallate cannot be used 
alone — it requires restraining, or \\ should have 
reduction over the whole plate ; in other words, a 
fog. It has been found that a soluble bromide, such 
as that of potassium, e^cits the necessary restrain- 
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ing influence, so that the developer actually used 
consists of an ammoniacal solution of pyrogallol 
mixed with potassium bromide. The action of the 
restrainer can be illustrated by an experiment. 
Here is a sheet of paper coated with silver bromide, 
and if we paint on its surface a stripe of am- 
moniacal pyrogallol we get a dark stripe of reduced 
silver. Now on adding some potassium bromide to 
the developer and again painting a stripe you see 
we get a much fainter impression — the reducing 
action of the bromide has been weakened by the 
restrainer [K], 

So much for the facts — now let us consider their 
interpretation. The point that chiefly concerns us 
is the retarding action of the potassium bromide. 
It is generally believed that the restraining power 
of this substance is due to its tendency to form a 
double salt with silver bromide, this double salt 
being more stable, i.e. less easily reducible than the 
silver bromide itself. That such a double silver 
potassium bromide exists is rendered probable by 
the well-known fact of the solubility of silver 
bromide in a solution of potassium bromide [L]. 
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The rcstraincr in the alkaline developer acts 
therefore in a different way to the acetic acid of 
the iron developer, although the final result is the 
same. The potassium bromide mixed with the 
alkaline pyrogallate checks the reduction of the 
unaltered silver haloid on the plate, and thus 
prevents the deposition of a film of reduced - 
silver all over the latter. The iron developer, 
on the other hand, has no tendency to reduce 
the unaltered haloid, but only the small quantity 
of silver nitrate which is present on the plate, 
and the too rapid reduction of this nitrate is 
checked by the acetic acid, which thus pre- 
vents^ the deposition of a film of silver on 
the unaltered haloid. The principles of action 
of the alkaline developer will now be suffi- 
ciently clear to enable us to follow tlie course 
of the process of dcv^elopmcnt somewhat more 
deeply. 

Supposing we begin with an expo- A gelatino- 
bromide plate ; the invisible image is formed of 
a product which is more easily reducible than the 
unchanged haloid, so that the first action of the 
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developer is to reduce the reduction product, i.c, 
the invisible picture, to the metallic state. Now 
the alkaline developer differs from the iron de 
velopcr in having no potential deposit of silver 
dissolved in it. 1 say no potential deposit, but 
it would be more correct to say that it contains 
only a trace of dissolved silver, because the am- 
moniacal pyrogallate does dissolve a trace of silver 
haloid out of the film, and this becomes reduced 
and adds to the density of the image. It might 
appear therefore at first sight that the alkaline 
developer simply acts by reducing the invisible 
image to the metallic state, the intensity of the 
picture bciing increased l)y the minute amount of 
silver resulting fiom the reduction of the silver 
bromide dissolved by the ammoniacal developing 
solution. This explanation however, simple as it 
may appear, will be found inadequate on further 
examination In the first plare, it is evident that the 
amount of reduction product which forms the in- 
visible image is so small that its equivalent in 
metallic silver would give but the faintest of 
pictures. In the next place, it can easily be shown 
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that the amount of silver bromide dissolved out of 
the film by the arnmoniacal solution is nothing 
more than a trace, and is quite insufficient to 
account for the density of the full3^-devclopcd 
picture. If a solution of ammonia of about the 
same strength as that used in the alkaline de- 
veloper be poured repeatedly over the surfdce of ‘ 
an unexposed gelatino-brom ‘do phde it will be 
found that the merest trace of silver bromide i'^ 
present in the solution. The density of the de- 
posit in the completely developed picture clearly 
shows therefore that die metallic image is fed 
from some other source. Whence cv>mes this 
additional supply of silver? 

The answer to this last question must nuw^ be 
dealt with before the tlieory of alkaline de\elop- 
ment can be considered in any way complete. The 
metallic image produced by the first action of the 
developer, wdiich image is in fact the equivalent in 
silver of the reduction product formed jy the action 
of light, comes into existence in the presence of the 
unaltered bromide in which it is imbedded. We 
have therefore wdiat may be regarded as nascent 
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silver in contact with silver bramidc, the two kinds 
of particles being wetted by the developing 
solution. Under these circumstances the unaltered 
silver bromide becomes reduced in those places 
where it is in contact with the nascent silver. It 
is by this means that the additional silver is supplied 
which reinforces the film first produced, and gives 
density to the image. In the case of alkaline de- 
velopment the picture is built up from silver sup-' 
plied chiefly from the unchanged silver haloid in 
the emulsion itself — not from the bromide generally, 
but only from those portions which are in im- 
mediate contact with the siKx'r image resulting from 
the first action of the developer. Thus the image, 
instead of being built u]) by accretion from above 
as in acid development, is supplied by growth 
from below. In one ca^c the silver picture is 
raised in relief upon the surface of the collodion ; 
in the otherca.se the image is sunk into the gelatine 
film. The black, white, and intermediate squares 
of paper used to illustrate the formation of the 
latent image (seep, l55;w'ould give, when photo- 
graphed and developed by the two methods, 
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results which might be thus represented diagram- 
matically 



In proof of this it is found that if after develop- 
ment the silver image is di''''Solved off the plate by 
nitric acid, the surface of the him developed by 
ferrous sulphate is simply restored to its original 
condition. On the olhei hand, the picture de- 
veloped by alkaline development, being imbedded 
in the film instead of being raised upon its surface, 
leaves its negative impression sunk int* Uie emulsion 
after the removal of the silver by the acid. Foi 
this beautiful demonstration we are indebted to the 
late Colonel Russell (1S65). 
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Although the foregoing explanation of the pro- 
cess of alkaline development is generally received 
and is probably in the main correct, there is one 
point which is not quite clearly made out, and I 
now bring it under notice for the same reason that 
I have dwelt upon other obscure points in the course 
of these lectures, viz. in order to incite investigation. 
The part of the process to which I refer is the re- 
ducing action of the nascent silver representing 
the invisible image upon the silver bromide with 
which it is in contact In all probability this re- 
ducing action is the result of micro-electrolytic 
decomposition. All the conditions can in fact be 
reproduced by pressing particles of silver into a film 
of gelatino-bromide emulsion and developing with 
an appropriate developer without any exposure to 
light at all. Each metallic particle acts in this 
case as one element of a galvanic couple, and re- 
duces the bromide with which it is in contact, the 
result being a corresponding number of dark .spots 
dotted over the plate, which appear distinctly on 
brushing off the silver particles and fixing with 
thiosulphate in the usual way [M]. 
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There are one or two other proofs that the 
building up of the silver image in alkaline de- 
velopment is the result of actions such as have 
been described, which may well occupy our 
attention for a few minutes in concluding. In 
the first place I will remind you of a striking 
experiment by Abney, who took a dry plate, ' 
exposed it in the camera, and then, before 
developing, coated one half of the plate with 
collodio-bromide emulsion and afterw^ards devel- 
oped as usual. The image on the coated half 
was much denser than that on the uncoated half, 
clearly indicating that ^iher had been supplied 
from the film of collcxiion emulsion as well 
as fiom the btomide in the film ( ^ the origirial 
plate. The developing solution in ihis case ^oaks 
through the film of collodion emulsion before it 
can reach the invisible image. The latter then 
undergoes the usual reduction and the silver 
image is fed bolh from above and odow, being 
sandwiched between the two films, both of 
which feed it with silver by ' micro-galvanic 
reduction. On separating the films an image 
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is found on the collodio-br6mide film, which 
was not exposed, as well as on the original 
plate [N]. Then there is an equally striking 
experiment due to Dr. Eder, who coated a plate 
with a great thickness of gclatino-bromide emul- 
sion and, after exposing and developing, found 
that the reduction of the silver biomide had 
taken place under the illuminated portions of 
the film throughout the whole thickness of the 
emulsion. In this case the silver picture is of 
course fed entirely by the reduction of the silver 
bromide beneath it, and as the light could not 
have exerted any influence on the lower portion 
of a layer of emulsion which was intentionally 
made so thick as to be opaque, the reduction 
which commenced at the surface must have ex- 
tended downwards by the same process as that 
by wEich it spreads both upwards and downwards 
in the experiment of Abney s previously described. 
Such results as these arc strongly suggestive, if not 
actually demonstrative of electrolytic action. 
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A (p. 144). — An ordinary uranium print (sec 
T^xp. I, Lecture 1 , p 33) after exposure is cut 
into three strips, one of which Is developed with 
potabsium fei ricyanide, the other with silver nitrate, 
and the third with gold chloride solution. After 
development the strips arc pieced together so that 
the design appears tiicoloured, brown, grey and 
purple. 

B (p 146) — Paper (well sized) is coated with 
Pizzighclli’s “ Cyanot^pe solutioi prepared as 
follows : — 

I. 20 giams gum arabic in 100 cc water ' 


2. 50 ,, ammonio-ferric citrate m iCX> 

c.c. water. 

3. 50 ,, ferric chloride in 10 ^ c. watci. 

No. I 20 c c. 

No. 2 . 8 c.c. 

No. 3 . . . 5 c.c. 

N 
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The mixed solutions if too thick can be cleared 
with a little dilute hydrochloric acid. 

A sheet of paper thus prepared and allowed to 
dry is exposed under a design cut out in black 
paper to the electric light for about lo minutes, and 
then cut into two strips, one of which is developed 
by being brushed over with a solution of potassium 
ferrocyanide and the other with a solution of the 
fcrricyanide (about 1 5 per cent, solutions). Th(‘ 
two strips are then pieced together so as to show 
the developed pattern half positive and half nega- 
tive. The portion developed with ferrocyanide 
may require clearing by immersion in dilute hydro- 
chloric acid. 

C (p. 149). — A gelatine plate has a design 
painted on it with a solution of ferric or mercuric 
chloride, and is then given a brief exposure to the 
electric light. The plate is washed and then 
developed with ferrous oxalate developer, when the 
design comes out on a dark background, showing 
the retarding action of the ferric or mercuric 
salt. 

D (p. 157). — The experiment is shown as de- 
scribed in the text, stripes being painted with 
thick gum-water on a sheet of glass which is sup- 
ported vertically while a sand blast is directed on 
to its surface. 

^ (p- 159)- — The experiment is shown as 
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described in the text, a solution of ferrous sulphate 
being added first to a solution of silver nitrate to 
show the formation of a precipitate, and then a 
stnpe of the same solution painted on a sheet of 
paper moistened with silver nitrate, when a dark 
patch at once appears. For comparison a stripe 
of the solution is also painted on a sheet of paper 
coated with a silver haloid and free from excess 
of silver nitrate. 

F (p. i6i}. — Ihc action ol resttaincr^'', chemical 
and physical, is shown by the following experi- 
ment : — Equal quantities of a dilute solution of 
silver nitrate (about one percent.) arc placed in four 
beakers. To (i) is added about one-fourth its bulk 
of a five per cent, solution of gelatine ; to (2) is 
added the same quantity of gl.icial acetic acid ; to 
(3) is added the same quantity of dilute .sulphuric 
acid ; and to (4) is added the same quantity of 
di.stilled water. The four beakers tkas contain the 
same bulk of a solution of silver nitrate and each 
contains the same (juaiitity of silver. A dilute 
solution of ferrous sulphate is then run into each 
beaker from a burette, the same volume of solu- 
tion being added to each beaker. ’ ’ precipita- 
tion of reduced silver occurs at once in (4), less 
rapidly in (i) and (2), and least rapidly in (3). 

G (p. 163), — Lermontoff’s experiment can be 
made into a lecture de-aunstration by dividing a 
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glass cell with parallel sides intQ two partitions by 
means of a vertical brown paper septum, which must 
be cemented Avatertight to each side and to the 
bottom of the cell, llie latter is then filled up in 
one partition with a two per cent, solution of silver 
nitrate, and to the same level in the other partition 
with a cold saturated solution of ferrous sulphate 
The two solutions arc connected by means of a 
bent silver wire which dips about half way to the 
bottom of the cell in each partition. On projecting 
an image of the apparatus on to the screen, the 
crystalline growth of silver is seen on the end of the 
wire in the silver nitrate solution With a horizon- 
tal lantern the arrangement of the cell must of 
course be modified. 

II (p. 164), — The paper is first coated with 
silver chloride in the usual way and, when dry, is 
striped with a weak solution of ammoniacal 
pyrogallatc containing some sodium sulphite. As 
soon as the reduced stripes are distinctly visible the 
paper is washed, and then developed as described in 
the text. The whole experiment can be performed 
in a few minutes if the chloride-coated paper is 
previously prepared. It is better to moisten the 
surface of the paper with silver nitrate solution 
after washing and before development, instead of 
putting silver nitrate into the developer. 

I (p. 165). — A glass plate is ruled with a 
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diamond down its centre and then coated with col- 
lodion and sensitized in the silver bath in the usual 
way in red light. When sensitized the plate is 
given a brief exposure to the electric light and then 
broken in half. One half is washed thoroughly in 
water and then both this and the unwashed half arc 
simultaneously developed with the iron developer, 
the washed portion of the plate after this treatment 
being much lighter than the other. 

J (p, 167). — The reducing power of ammoniacal 
pyrogallol was shown by the following experi- 
ments : — 

1 An ammoniacal solution of silver nitrate was • 
mixed with ammoniacal pyrogallol, an immediate 
precipitation of silver taking place. 

2 . Sheets of paper coated with chloride, bromide, 
and iodide of silver were painted with stripes of the 
same solution of ammoniacal pyrogallol. A dark 
stripe of reduced silver appears in all three cases ; 
most strongly on the chloride, least strongly on the 
iodide. 

Tliis last experiment serves well to illustrate the 
relative reducibility of the three haloids. The papers 
must be free from excess of silver nitrate. 

K (p. 168). — The experiment is performed as 
described in the text. 

L (p. 168). — The solubility of silver bromide 
in j)otassium bromide is easily shown by boiling 
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some freshly prepared silver bromide with a strong 
solution of potassium bromide and pouring the 
clear solution into a beaker of cold water. 

M (p. 174). — A gelatine dry plate is moistened 
with water and some silver dust (prepared by 
reducing silver nitrate with ferrous sulphate) 
sprinkled over the surface. The metallic particles 
arc pressed on to the film by passing a glass roller 
over the surface of the plate. A strong developing 
solution (ammonium pyrogallate or the ferrous 
oxalate developer) is then applied, and when 
the action ■ has been allowed to go on for a 
sufficient time the plate is washed, the silver 
particles brushed off, and a fixing solution 
(thiosulphate) poured over the surface. After being 
fixed and washed the plate can be put into a lantern 
and its image projected on to the screen, when the 
darkened appearance of the portion which was 
under the silver dust is seen to greater advantage. 
It makes the illustration more striking if a design 
is stencilled out in a paper screen and the latter is 
applied to the surface of the plate before the silver 
dust is sprinkled on : the design then appears in the 
last stage as a dark granulation of the film. It is 
perhaps hardly neces.sary to say that the experiment 
must be conducted in red light up to the application 
of the fixing solution. 

N (p. 176). — Abney’s experiment can be shown 
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as a lecture demonstration by exposing a gelatine 
(liy plate to diffused white light for a few seconds, 
and then allowing a streak of a previously 
pn'pared collodio-bromide emulsion to flow over 
the surface of the gelatine film. The streak of 
collodion emuhion is allowed to dry and then the 
plate is developed in the usual way (by ammoniacal 
pyrogallol and potassium bromide or by ferrous 
oxalate). The striped portion of the plate comes 
out darker than the background. 



LFXTURE VI. 

Rapidity of Emulsion Plates partly due to Devclopei 
P'eiroLis Oxalate Development — Collateral J'henomena 
of Development " The Developer a Quantitative Micro- 
chemiccil Test— Development of Chemiral Reduction 
Product and of Pres'^ure Marks — Relative Sensitiveness 
of the Silver Haloids in Diffeient Processes — Relapse 
of the Invisible Image due to Reversed Chemical C hinge 
—Reversal of the Image or Solarisation —The Phe- 
nomenon a Recurrent one Theory of the Piocess and 
the Function of the Sensitize i 

The distinction between acid and alkaline de~ 
v^elopmcnt which was dwelt upon in the last 
lecture, and the different mode of action of the 
two kinds of developers, which w^as also ex- 
plained, wall enable us to appreciate more fully 
the reasons why our modern emulsion pro- 
cesses have such an enormous advantage in the 
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way of rapidity over the old wet-plate methods. 
The sensitiveness of the emulsion itself has, as 
hab already been pointed out, a great deal to do 
with tliis rapidity, but a certain share must also 
be credited to the developer. In the wet-plate 
silver nitrate is present as a sensitizer. If we 
applied an alkaline developer to such a plate, the, 
fiec silver nitrate would be at once reduced with 
results of a most disastrous nature to the picture ; 
for this reason alkaline development cannot be 
used In a gelatine emulsion plate on the othei 
hand, as there is no free silver nitrate, we run no 
danger of fog from this source and a much 
stronger developer can be used. And not only 
can wx‘ use a stronger developer for this reason, 
but also because of the silver haloid particles 
being imbedded in a substance, gelatine, w^hich 
acts as a physical rcstraincr, wx can apply a 
reducing .solution which wxuld be Trong 
enough to reduce the silver haloid directly to the 
metallic state were it not so protected. Thus 
there is a gain at both ends of the process — we 
have a more sensitive film to start with, and we 
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can use a strong developer after exposure. These 
are the reasons why instantaneous photography is 
now possible to every amateur. 

It is unnecessary here to specify all the different 
kinds of developers which have been or which 
are in use. They all act in accordance with the 
principles of one or the other of the typical kinds 
of development. Of the numerous reducing sub- 
stances which have been proposed as substitutes 
for ammonium pyrogallate. I need only mention 
the pyrogallates of potassium and sodium (with or 
without the addition of a sulphite,) hydroquinone 
( quinol), pyrocatechol, resorcinol, hydroxylamine, 
and certain organic ferrous salts. The latter 
are very largely used, a good type of the class 
being the ferrous oxalate developer introduced 
by Carey Lea in 1877; and to this, bearing 
in mind that it acts in the same way as the 
alkaline developers generally, wc may fairly 
devote a little consideration. 

Ferrous oxalate is a yellowish salt almost 
insoluble in cold water but readily soluble in 
a solution of potassium oxalate, owing to the 



FERROUS OXALATE DEVELOPER, 


187 


formation of a double oxalate which, in the 
solid form, has the formula K2Fe(C204)2,H20 or 
K2Fe(C204)2, 2H2O according^ to its mode of 
preparation [A]. The developing solution con- 
tains as its active salt this potassio-fcrrous 
oxalate, and the simplest way of preparing it is 
obviously to mix solutions of ferrous sulphate 
and potassium oxalate in the necessary propor- 
tions, as pointed out by Eder in 1879: — 

FeSO^ + 2K2C A = K^FcCCpjg -p K^SO^. 

In order to restrain the strong reducing poWer 
of the ferrous salt potassium bromide is added 
to the developer, its function being the same as in 
the alkaline pyrogallatc. The chem^’cal action of 
the ferrous oxalate developer is simple enough ; 
the ferrous oxalate, which is the reducing sub- 
stance, becomes oxidized to the ferric condition 
by the bromine which it withdraws from the re- 
duction product, the latter being further reduced 
to metallic silver while the unaltered silver 
bromide, except where it is in contact with the 
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nascent silver, is not attacked owing to the pre- 
sence of the rcstrainers (potassium bromide in 
the solution and gelatine in tlie film). The action 
between the ferrous oxalate and the reduction 
product thus resolves itself into the action of 
biomine upon ferrous oxalate in the piesencc of 
potassium oxalate - 

3Br^, + 6FeC204 T sK^.C^Oj _ sFc/CFO^)^ + 6KBi. 

The addition of sodium thiosulphate, suggested 
by Capt. Abney in 1880, inci eases tlie activity of 
this developer, pioliably by 1 educing the fc'rric 
s.ilt. There has been some discussion as to the 
chemical action of this accelerator and the equa- 
tions given in the current manuals are generally 
enoneous. The thiosulphate is most probablv 
oxidized to tetrathionate, as in the equation : — 

Feme oxal-itc. Sodium thiosulphate. 

1 errous oxalate. Sodium oxalate Sodium tetiathionatc 
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To the developers of this class belongs the 
ferrous citro-oxalate developer of Abney which is 
a mixture of potassio-ferrous oxalate and citrate 
with excess of potassium citrate. 

Before leaving the theory of the action of photo- 
graphic developers, there arc certain collateral phe- 
nomena more or less connected with this theory 
which must next claim our attention. Let me 
in the first place present the action of a developer 
in another light — there is nothing like looking all 
round an explanation when we wish to assimilate 
it thoroughly. A ]ihotographic developer may be 
regarded as a microchcmical test for the presence 
of traces of reduced silver k .loid too minute to bc‘ 
detected by the eye. In the cases which have been 
consideicd, the infinitesimal trace of reduction pro- 
duct forming the latent image is of course produced 
by the action of light, and the developer, to push 
the analogy a little further, is not only a qualitative, 
but also a quantitative test, showing th<* quantity of 
reduction product formed on different parts of the 
exposed film by the varying amount of silver 
deposited. If the reduction product could be 
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formed on a surface of unaltered haloid by a 
purely chemical method without" calling in the aid 
of light at all, the developer would reveal the 
presence of this product although nothing might 
be visible before its application. 

Any reducing agent capable of reducing the silver 
lialoids to the metallic state may be supposed to give 
as a first product the same compound as that which 
constitutes the invisible image, provided the rcduc- 
ing agent is applied in the presence of an excess 
of the silver haloid. Thus the alkaline hypophos- 
phites or an alkaline solution of certain sugars, 
such as glucose or lactose, produce an invisible 
image on a surface of silver chloride, which image 
is capable of development in the ordinary way 
[B]. Such illu'^trations have been recently adduced 
b}" Carey Lea in support of the view that the 
invisible image is similar in composition to the 
coloured product formed by the action of light 
upon the silver haloid. Whether this argument 
will hold good or not in the light of future work, 
it is at any rate an interesting fact that, by the 
reducing action of certain chemical substances 
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upon the silver haloids, a compound can be formed 
which behaves towards developers in precisely the 
same way as the product formed by the action of 
light. 

Not only can a developable image be produced 
by chemical means without the action of light, but 
it has been found that the same result can be 
produced simpl)' by mechanical pressure. This 
fact was first made known in 1866 by C^arcy Lea 
for iodized collodion plates, and has been con- 
firmed b}' Edcr for bromized collodion, and b)^ 
Warnerke and Abney for gelatine emulsion 
])lates. The experiment is easily shown. It is 
only necessary to make m^^ks with the rounded 
end of a glass rod on a gelatino-bromide plate, 
and llien develop in the usual way without 
expo.^ure to light. The pressure marks can be 
developed as thougli they had been formed by 
the action of light [C]. This must be considered 
as one of the obscure phenomena connected 
with photography. The cxj^Ianation is by no 
means obvious, and it is for this reason that I 
have brought the subject under notice, because 
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I do not want you to go away with the im~ 
prcssion that our photographic theories are so 
complete as to leave no room for further 
research. Moreover I have a suggestion to 
offer which may or may not be fruitful In- 
vestigations which have been made of late 
yearsi by Spring and others, seem to show that 
chemical change can be induced in mixtures 
or compounds by submitting them to great 
pressure. It is not improbable therefore 
that such unstable compounds as the silver 
haloids in the presence of sensitizers, should 
undergo a minute amount of decomposition 
by strong mechanical pressure, the decomposition 
being so infinitesimal as to be revealed only 
on application of that most sensitive of micro- 
chemical tests, the photographic developer. 

There is another point in connection with the 
use of the silver haloids for photographic purposes 
which we are now in a position to deal with ; that 
is, the relative sensitiv^eness of the three haloids in 
different processes. From the thermochemical data 
you know that the order of sensitiveness, as 
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measured by the stability of the three compounds, 
might be expected to be iodide, bromide, chloride. 
The order of darkening by photo-decomposition 
is the reverse, but this is an accident connected 
with the colour of the reduction products. The 
order of reducibility of the three compounds is 
the same as the order of darkening, viz. chloride, 
l)romide, iodide [D]. The fact that the order of 
reducibility is the reverse of the order of stabilit}' 
may apj^ear somewhat anomalous to those ^rho 
arc unaccustomed to consider these problems, 
hut a little e'vj^lanation will clear up this point. 
In a genend way the reduction of a silver haloid 
may be icgarded as the action jetween the halogen 
and hydrogen. Now the heat of formation of the 
three haloid hydracids is in gram units ~ 

n,Cl -L J2,000 

H,Br -} 8,440 

H,1 - 6,040 

It is not surprising therefore that silver chloride 

should be the most ready to part with its chlorine 
to reducing agents. The practical application of 


o 
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these considerations is seen in the comparative 
facility with which the haloids can be developed 
by the alkaline method, when used in the form 
of dry plate films. The iodide requires a stronger 
developer than the bromide, and the latter a stronger 
developer than the chloride. A devedoper which is 
just strong enough to develop a bromide plate to 
perfection, might fog a chloride i)late owang to 
the easier reducibility of th(‘ latter haloid. 
These remarks of course apply only to alkaline 
developers which have a tendency to reduce 
the silver haloids directly ; an acid developer, 
I need hardly remind you, has no tendency 
to reduce the silver haloids, but acts by reduc- 
ing the silver nitrate present as a sensitizer. 

In actual photographic processes the normal 
order of sensitiveness of the haloids is not always 
maintained, a fact for which wc shall be quite 
prepared when w^e consider the numerous com- 
plicating influences introduced by the sensitizer, 
the vehicle, or the state of molecular aggregation 
of the haloid. In the wet collodion process the 
sensitiveness is normal, z.e. the iodide is the most 
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sensitive and the chloride the least sensitive. In 
gelatine emulsion processes the bromide is the 
most sensitive ; more so than the iodide, even 
when the latter is submitted to the ripening pro- 
cess whicn confers upon the bromide its extreme 
sensitiveness. The order for gelatine emulsion 
appears to be bromide, chloride, iodide. 

Such facts as these are at present very difficult 
to inter])ret. not only because of the complexity 
of the conditions which determine sensitiveness, 
but also l^ecaiisc of our ignorance of the weight 
to be attached to each condition Thus the 
bromide may be more sensitive than the iodide 
in gelatine emulsion because the vehicle is a 
better sensitizer for the former. Ir other words 
gelatine may be a better bromine absoiTcnt 
than it is an iodine absorbent, so that the sj'stcm 
AgBr + gelatine may be more sensitive than 
the system Agl -(- gelatine. Then again in 
comparing the hriloids in the state i-l emulsion, 
we do not know whether the salts are 
strictly comparable as far as regards their state 
of molecular aggregation — we have no means 


O 2 
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of knowing whether the state of molecular 
complexity is the same in the two cases, and 
till this is known we arc unable to form any 
opinion as to the effect of the molecular condition 
upon the sensitiveness of the haloid. Chemists 
will follow me when I say that we arc in the 
daik as to whether the silver bromide in a 
gelatine (‘mulsion is in the condition AgBi, 
AgjBr^, or Ag,^ Br„, and in comparing 
such an emulsion with a silver iodide emulsion 
we may in reality be comparing two molecules 
(^f a quite different ordci. h'urthermore, the.* 
action of the developer must be taken into 
consideration ; the bromide, being more reducible 
than the iodide, is susceptible to a w^caker de- 
veloper and thus has the advantage from this 
point of view^ This discussion will be instructive, 
if only as showdng how compk'x arc the phenomena 
with which the photographic chemist has to deal, 
and how much hris yet to be learnt before some 
of the most familial facts can be properly under- 
stood. 

Closely connected wdth the phenomena of 
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developnirnt and with the general theory of 
jdiotographic action, is the disappearance or 
destruction of the invisible image, a subject 
which may now conveniently claim a share of 
our attention. It is a familiar fact to all who 
have had experience of {diotographic processes, 
that tliG latent image canne^t be preserved for an 
indefinite time. The })cnod during which the 
image can be retained in a developable state varies 
in different processes ; from a lew hours in the case 
of Daguerreotype to two years or more in the case 
of a good gelatine plate. With the lapse of time 
the developable image gradually fades out in all 
processes, and we have i.ow to consider the 
explanation of this phenornencai. 

Looking at the invisible image as . photo-re<luc- 
tion product we shall be prepared to admit that 
such a compound, like all reduced products, is 
susceptible of oxidation [E]. In accordance with 
this view of the composition of the inv i ible image, 
it is found that the latter can be destroyed by 
oxidizing agents, using this term in a wide sense. 
This fact, I need hardly stop to point out, gives 
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additional support to the view that the invisible 
image is a chemical product and not a mere 
physical modification of the haloid. It is obvious 
that the most direct way of regenerating the 
reduced haloid — that is to say of restoring the lost 
halogen to the film — is to apply a further quantity 
of the halogen itself (3f course it is not essential 
that the same halogen should be applied, because 
you can readily understand that there may be a 
scries of chemically analogous reduction products 
— oxyhaloids or whatever they may be-- in which 
one halogen may leplace another. Thus the 
photo-reduction product of silvei chloride would 
be destroyed by bromine with the formation of a 
mixture of silver chloride and bromide, so that the 
halogens are among the most effective agents for 
destroying the invisible image. If for instance an 
exposed Daguerreotype plate is submitted to the 
vapour of bromine or iodine, no picture can be 
obtained on development— the halogen has undone 
the work done by light. The phenomenon is 
precisely analogous to that which occurs when 
silver chloride is exposed to light in a closed 
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vessel. V(ni have seen in a former lecture that 
chlorine is evolved when this haloid becomes 
coloured by photo-dccumposition. If the chloride 
is sealed up in a tube the halogen cannot escape, 
and when the tube is rernov^ed from the influence 
of light the action slowly becomes reversed ; the 
liberated chlorine reacts with the reduction product 
and regcneiates silver chloride. A tube of the 
Jatter slightly darkened by light and put awa)* 
during the night will be found to have become 
white again by the morning. Oxidizing agents 
such as nitric acid, the chromates, permanganates, 
metallic perhakuds, &c., are equally effective in 
destroying the invisible imag [FJ. 

The next step is to connect these facts with the 
spontaneous rcla})se of the invisible i.nage — a task 
wdiich, in the absence of precise knowledge con- 
cerning ihc chemical composition of the reduction 
product, is by no means an easy one tc per- 
form. Since oxidizing or haloge!'i/‘ng agents 
are knowm to destioy the invisible image, it is 
but natural to .suppose that the disappearance 
of the latter is due to gradual oxidation or to 
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rchalogeni/ation. There can be but little doubt 
that this explanation is true in a general way, 
although it is difficult in many cases to follow the 
exact cour'^c of the chemical clianges which occur. 
I’or this reason it is impossible to group all the 
causes of relapse in the different processes under 
one general chemical reaction, but the broad 
principle may be sketched in outline. The re- 
duction of a silver haloid by light is not, as I need 
hardly remind you, a simple case of dissociation— 
the reduction takes place at the expense of the 
oxidation or halogenization of the sensitizer, what- 
ever the latter may be. Chemists will know^ what 
is meant when I sa>' that halogenization and 
oxidation are often synonymous. The liberated 
halogen for instance may not attack the sensitize! 
directly, but water may take part in the reaction, 
the halogen dccomjDosing the latter and liberating 
the oxygen which, in the nascent condition, is 
absorbed by or oxidizes the sensitizer : — 

C’l , -I- H^O 4- sensitizer — 2 H Cl 4- (sensitizer oxidized). 

In other cases again the halogen may be directly 
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absorbed by the sensitizer, forming substitution or 
additive products. Whichever of these modes 
of action takes place, it is clear that in cver> 
photographic process we have formed ii ‘ e same 
film reduction product and oxidation i 'oduct. 
Now when the stimulus of light is withdrawn there 
is no further liberation of halogen — the outward 
tension, if I may use sucli an expression, of the 
halogen ceases, and we liave reduced product in 
contact with oxidized product, an unstable system 
capable of reacting chemically. Such a reaction 
would take place but slowly, partly owing to the 
.solid condition of the reacting substances and 
partly depending on the stability of the oxidized 
product, but as the reaction goes on the reduced 
product would gradually become oxi lized, while 
the oxidized product would at the same time 
become reduced — the film would be gradually 
restored to its original condition ; the latent pic- 
ture would fade away. In such cases is clear 
that we have what may be considered as a reversed 
chemical change 

The explanation which is here submitted is no 
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doubt true in the abstract, but I am afraid it may 
be “ in the air ” as far as concerns those who are 
accustomed to deal with photography from its 
practicafside only. I.ct me endeavour to illustrate 
the explanation by applying the principles laid 
down to some of the typical processes. To begin 
with the simplest case — the Daguerreotype plate. 
After exposure we have a reduced product poorer 
in iodine than the original silver iodide by a 
certain amount of that halogen. I'he iodine set 
free maybe regarded as combined, wholly or partly, 
with the excess of silver iodide, a possibility for 
which you have been ])rcpared in a former lecture 
(p. 151). We thus have reduction product in 
contact with iodized silver iodide. But the latter 
is a comparatively feeble compound, and as soon as 
the plate is withdrawn from the influence of light 
it begins to give back its iodine to the reduction 
product. The chemical tension which is thus pro- 
duced in the film by the action of light gradually 
runs down in the dark — the de-iodized portion of 
the film is re-iodized and the invisible image is 
obliterated. 
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Consider in the next place the wet collodion 
process. The liberated iodine is here absorbed 
by the sensitizer (silver nitrate), possibly in ac- 
cordance with the equation : — 

3l2 + 6AgN03+3np=5Agl + Agl 03 4-6nN03 

In the absence cT the external stimulus which, 
as lon«; as it acts is tending to set free iodine, it 
is not improbable that the mixture of oxidizing 
substances in contact with the reduced product 
gradually react in the reverse manner, liberating 
iodine and rchalogcnizing the reduced product, 
i.e. destroying the invisibk^ ag„ according to 
the reaction 

5Agl + AgI03 -f 6HNO3-- 

bAgNOo f SH.,0 -f- 3l> (absorbed . 

Whether this represents the actual course of 
events or not must be decided by future work, 
but you will readily understand that the reduction 
product could not remain for any great length 
of time in contact with nitric acid and an iodate 
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without becoming oxidized. It is indeed known 
that nitric acid alone is capable of destroying 
the latent image [G]. From these considerations 
it follows that a wet collodion plate should retain 
its impression longer after exposure if the film 
were washed free from the secondary products 
of photo-decomposition. This has been found 
to be the case. It is ob\ious also that the per- 
sistence of the image would be prolonged if the 
formation of highly oxidized j)roducts were pre- 
vented ab initio. The truth of tliis deduction 
lias been verified by Profes.sor II. \V. Vogel, who 
exposed an iodized collodion plate under sodium 
.sulphite, a reducing agent which effectually 
prevents the formation of an iodate or of nitric 
acid : — 


4 + Na 2 S 03 1 1,0 = Na^SO, -h 21 1 1 

d'he invisible image is retained by such a plate 
for a much longer time than when silver nitrate 
is the sensitizer. 

In cases such as have been now dealt with, 
where the chemical action of the .sensitizer is 
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obvious, or .’^herc it can be conjectured with some 
degree of probability, the cause of the disap- 
pearance of the latent image can be represented 
chemically with more or less plausibility. But 
when we ccanc ^o deal with sensitizers like tannin 
or gelatine in tlic dry plate processes, the explana- 
tion is much more difficult owing to our ignorance 
of the nature of the halogenizcd products, and 
we can at present vanly advance by analogy 
Thus the halogeni/ed gelatine for example may 
in the absence of light, and in contact with the 
reduced silver h<d(')id, gradual 1}^ rchalogenizc the 
latter. It is generally believed also that atmo- 
spheric oxygen (or ozone) })i^~ys a pait in the 
obliteration of the invisible image — in fact it has 
been jiroved by experiment that ozor " acts like 
other oxidizing agents in this respect. The 
destruction oi' the image may in such a case be 
due to indirect rcffialogcnization ; that is to say 
the oxygen or ozone may oxidize the L ■ genized 
sensitizer and so liberate the halogen, which then 
attacks the reduction product. The longevity 
of the impression on dry gelatine plates may 
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be due to the fact that the halogenized sensitizer 
being in the solid state can part but slowly with 
its halogen, while at the same time the action of 
the air is for the same reason retarded. Nor must 
it be forgotten that the particles of the reduction 
product arc actually imbedded in the vehicle in- 
stead of forming a suifacc film as in the collodion 
wet plate. 

Among the reagents which destroy the latent 
image and of which the mode of action by 
no means clear, at(‘ the mineral acids. Nitric 
i acid no doubt acts simply as an oxidi/er, but the 
haloid hydracids cannot act directly in this way. 
It is extremely probable that there is in the 
case of these acids a film-reaction in which the 
acid i:. decomposed by being in contact on one 
side with reduction piodiict, and on the other 
with atmospheric oxygen, as shown in the follow- 
ing scheme . — 


Reduction product + 2 


iicn 

IIBr V ^-0- 

HI 1 


f Chloride \ 
Silver-^ Bromide > 
( Iodide j 


+ H2O 
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If for moment wc assume that the reduction 
I^rodurt is actually an oxyhaloid, the mineral acids 
mig^ht be supposed to act directly upon such a 
compound in accordance with the equations 

A<4,0l2 + 2 HN 03 =-Agl + 2A-N0,-i-Il20 
Ag,OBr, + 2H 1=2 Agl + 2AgBr + H,0 

I^'Ut this explanation does not appear to hold 
g-ood because it carries with it the implication 
that the silver haloids should not undca'go photo- 
decornposition when immersed in mineral acids, 
.ukJ that the reduction products when formed 
should be decomposable by such acids. Experi- 
ment disproves this dcductKui , darkened silver 
chloride or bromide can be former^ when the 
haloid is suspended in hydrochloric or hydro- 
bromic acid, and the daikencd product is not 
bleached by immersion in these acids, even when 
the latter are of sufficient strength to destroy 
the latent image. It appears that the i ids have 
no action in the cold on the reduction product 
in bulk when this product is excluded from con- 
tact with the air, as is the case when it is suspended 
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in the acid solution. But when the reduction 
product is spread over a plate in the form of a 
thin film the acids' readily exert a destructive 
action, and that is the reason why it seems so 
probable that atmospheric oxygen takes part 
in the process ^ 

The explanation of the destruction or spon- 
taneous disappearance of the latent image which 
has been submitted will enable us to advance 
a step towards the consideration of another phen- 
omenon which has long been a puzzle to practical 
photoginphcrs— I allude to the reversal or solar- 
isation of the image, l.et us approach this subject 
from the experimental side, interpreting the results 
as wc proceed in the light of our present know- 
ledge of the conditions necessary for the de- 
struction of the reduction product. If wc take 
a sheet of paper coated with silver chloride and 
darken it by exposure to light, wc have a surface 
of reduction product which can of course be 

^ It IS not improbable that the halofrtnized sensiti/er (or vehicle) 
may give back its halogen when acted upon by mineral acids in 
the picsence of the reduction product. The destructive action of 
these acids may thus be due to indirect rehalogenization. 



REVERSING AGENTS. 


209 


bkached by any substance which acts as a re- 
halogenizinj^ agent [II], This experiment is ob- 
viously nothing more than a visible demonstration 
of that which occurs when the invisible product 
is treated with similar reagents (See exp. F of 
this lecture) and requires no further explanation. 
Now it was observed by Lassaigne in 1839, and 
about the same time by Sir John Herschel, that 
a solution of potassium iodide also bleaches the 
darkened product of photo-decomposition under 
the influence of light, a fact which was further 
investigated by Robert Hunt, Fox Talbot and 
othcis [IJ. This result is a^o easily explicable 
if we bear in mind the fact aiiudcd to in a former 
lecture (p. 25), that potassium iodide is susceptible 
of photo*oxidation by atmospheric c xygen wdth 
the liberation of iodine. In Lassaigne’s and 
Herschel’s experiment wc have potassium iodide 
in contact with a reducing agent on one side and 
with atrfiospheric oxygen on the othtj all the 
conditions are favourable for the decomposition 
of the potassium iodide — the latter is the photo- 
sensitive salt and the reduction product acts 


p 
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towards it as a sensitizer, thereby becoming re- 
halogenized and bleached. Potassium bromide 
and chloride act in a similar way but more slowly, 
because these salts arc more stable in the presence 
of light and oxygen than the iodide [J]. 

The point of greatest importance to us in 
connection with these facts is the strict analog) 
which obtains between the bleaching or reversing 
action of the alkaline haloids and the destruction 
of the reduction product, visible or invisible, by 
oxidizing or halogenizing agents. The only dif- 
ference is that the latter act at once upon the 
reduction product in the dark, while the formei 
act only under the stimulus of light ; ^ the mineral 
acids, &c. are in the one case chemical reagents, 
while the alkaline haloids arc in the other case 

^ It has been obsenecl that potassium iodide to some extend 
bleaches darkened silver chloiide paper even m the dark, but 
this prGlimin<ary action ib probably due to the formation of a 
certain quantity of the lightci coloured lodo -reduct ion product b} 
double decomposition Assuming the oxyhaloid formula the 
reaction would bo * — 

Ag40Cl2 + 2KI = Ag40T2 + 2KCI 

This would be analogous to the well-known decomposition of 
silver chloride by potassium iodide. 
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photochemical reagents. Consider a concrete 
example : — 

A sheet of paper coated with a silver haloid, 
say the chloride, is exposed to light for a few 
seconds and a stripe of hydriodic acid painted 
on it. On washing and developing, the portion 
acted upon by the acid remains white, because 
the reduction product has been rchalogenized in 
accordance with principles with which you are 
familiar. In the next place a similar sheet of 
paper is darkened by exposure, then painted with 
a stripe of potassium iodide solution and again 
exposed to light. This is the Lassaigne-Her- 
schel experiment, and you k.iow what happens — 
tlic portion of the paper painted with the potas- 
sium iodide becomes bleached. TJr potassiitni 
iodide in the presence of light behaves exactly like 
the hydriodic acid in the absence of light, and the 
final result, so far as concerns the reduction pro- 
duct, is the same in both cases. 

I need hardly stop to point out tlic practical 
application of this bleaching action of potassium 
iodide ; but you will readily understand that if a 


p 2 
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sheet of darkened silver chloride paper is coated 
with a solution of potassium iodide and exposed 
under a design, we shall have a print in which those 
portions of the surface protected from the light re- 
main dark while the exposed portions become 
bleached. A process for obtaining positive prints 
from engravings, &c. has been based on this 
principle [K]. 

From the action of such reversing agents as 
the alkaline haloids, which it must be remem- 
bered depend upon the co-operation of light 
and atmospheric oxygen, we are naturally led 
to the destruction of the latent image on the 
plate itself without the extraneous aid of a 
reversing agent. This phenomenon has long been 
familiar under the name of “ solarisation,'’ because 
it is an effect produced by over-exposure, especi- 
ally in the presence of strong sunlight. Let me 
first describe the facts in outline. If a sensitive 
plate is exposed to strong light, the latent image 
gains in intensity up to a certain point and 
then begins to fall off. Thus in an over-exposed 
landscape the sky may come out light instead 
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of dark in the negative, so that on printing 
\vc should have a reversal of natural effect and 
the sky would appear black instead of white. 
No process is altogether free from this defect, 
but speaking generally it may be said that the 
more sensitive the plate the greater the tendency 
to become solarised by over-exposure. This 
effect being the result of too strong an illumination 
upon certain portions of the plate, it will be 
apparent that the high light-) in a picture may 
b}' this means become reversed and give an un- 
natural distribution of light and sliade in the 
print The general appearance is well seen in 
the silver print which I am enabled to exhibit 
through the kindness of Mr. John Spiller, by 
whom the negative was taken a great many 
years ago on a wet collodion plate. It will be 
seen that the trees have come out almost white 
against a dark sky in the positive. 

The conditions leading to solarisatu and the 
peculiarities in the phenomenon itself, have been 
studied by many observers, and especially by 
Abney, but beyond the c'^tablishmcnt of the very 
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important fact that atmospheric oxidation is an 
essential factor in its production, it must be con- 
fessed that our theoretical notions are still some- 
what vague. In attempting to co-ordinate the 
facts and to explain them from a chemical stand- 
point, I am prompted by the same motive which 
has led me to dwell upon other obscure points 
in photographic theories, viz the hope that the 
suggestions which I venture to put forward may 
serve as a stimulus to further experimental inquir) 
The phenomenon of solarisation has been 
observed by Bennett, Janssen, and others to be 
of a recurrent character. In the course of his 
experiments upon solar photography, this last 
observer has brought to light the successive 
phases of the process of spontaneous reversal 
in dry plates ; that is to say reversal by the 
film itself w^’thout the use of a special reversing 
agent. PVom these observations it appears that the 
ordinary negative is succeeded by a neutral con- 
dition in which the plate is uniformly dark 
on development and shows no sign of an im- 
pression (ist neutral stage). This last stage is 



NATURE OF SOLA EISA TION. 


215 


followed by reversal, the image coming out as 
a positive on development. The reversal is next 
followed by another neutral stage, in which the 
whole plate is solarised and gives a uniformly 
light field on development (2nd neutral stage). 
The last condition is succeeded by a second 
ordinary negative, and the phenomena succeed 
each other again in the same order as before. 
These are the effects of continued exposure to 
strong light, and it is estimated that the second 
negative stage requires for its production a light 
of 100,000 times the intensity of that required for 
the formation of the first negative image [L], 

There are other facts connected with solarisation 
which must be taken into account h^'-fiore I have 
presented what in legal phraseology would be 
termed a complete case. In the first place it has 
long been known that the preliminary exposure of 
a sensitive plate to diffused white light greatly 
facilitates subsequent reversal. Then d strength 
of the developer has to be considered. A strong 
developer acts in the same w^ay as over-exposure or 
too great an intensity of light, so that a solarised 
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plate might give an ordinary negative with a weak 
developer, and a reversed negative (positive) with a 
strong developer. Then again it has been found, 
chiefly through the researches of Abney, that 
oxidizing agents facilitate reversal, while reducing 
agents retard it or prevent it altogether. Oxidizing 
agents and preliminary exposure act in the same 
way. A plate washed with a chromate, perman- 
ganate, &c., is easily reversed, while a similar plate 
washed with a nitrite or sulphite is not susceptible 
of solarisation with ordinary exposures. Lastly, it 
must be borne in mind that the phenomena of 
reversal go on invisibly in the film because the 
amount of reduction firoduct formed never reaches 
a visible quantity. Eder states that a gelatino- 
bromide plate may be exposed for a sufficient time 
to produce strong solarisation on development with 
ferrous oxalate, without a trace of discoloration 
being apparent. Such are the facts which have 
now to be dealt with from a chemical point 
of view. 

At the outset we are as before confronted with 
our ignorance on two points, the chemical com- 
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position oi the reduction product and of the halo- 
geiiized sensitizer, so that any theory of solarisation 
can at present be expressed only in very general 
terms. Now the first idea to be grasped is that 
reversing agents like potassium iodide, which 
acts upon the visible product of photo-reduction in 
the manner previously explained — and I will re- 
fresh your memories by repeating the equation : — 

4KI + 2Hp + O, - 4KOH + 2I2, 

ac+^ in a precisely sirgilar manner upon the in- 
visible product, ix. the latent image. Potassium 
iodide for instance can be used as an artificial 
solarising agent. Poitevin snowed as long ago as 
1S59 that it is possible to get a pos^'^iv^c on glass 
instead of a negative by means of thio substance. 
If we take an iodized collodioi^latc, sen^^itize it, 
and then expose to diffuse light for a few seconds, 
we get a film of reduction product on the surface 
of unaltered haloi^ Tf the plate is washed 
to remove silver nitrate, coated with a film of 
potassium iodide solution, and then exposed in 
the camera for three or four times the ocriod 
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necessary to get a good negative, the most strongly 
illuminated portions of the film become rehalo- 
genized, while the deep shadows remain as unaltered 
reduction product, and the intermediate shades get 
partially rehalogenized. On development the high 
lights therefore come out white, the shadows dark, 
and the intermediate shades of an intermediate tint 
— in other words we get a positive instead of a 
negative. This experiment is for the invisible 
image what the Lassaigne-Herschcl experiment is 
for the visible product of phpto-reduction [M], 

The principle revealed by this experiment ot 
Poitevin’s is a very simple one — it just amounts to 
this ; — that any photochemical reagent capable of 
liberating a halogen under the joint influence of 
light and atmospheric oxygen, is able to act as a 
reversing agent by rehalogenizing the invisible 
image. It is for this reason that an excess of 
potassium bromide acts detrimentally if left in 
an emulsion, because it diminishes the sensitive- 
ness of the latter. That is why it is essential to 
remove this salt by washing, as pointed out in 
a former lecture (p. 123). 
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In ordinary cases of solarisation, where 
special photochemical reagent is added to the film, 
there must be something present which plays the 
part of such a substance. It is, I belic^^e, to the 
sensitizer that we must look for the whole explana- 
tion of the phenomenon. How the sensitizer acts 
will of course depend upon the particular process ; 
the chemical reactions which take place may be at 
present quite impossible to follow out, but it may 
be fairly asserted that when the sensitizer is ha^o- 
genized up to a certain point it begins to react 
with the reduction product, the reaction being 
promoted by the presence of oxygen and moisture, 
and taking place even in the presence of light. 
We thus connect .solarisation * with rhose other 


^ The observation of Sabatier, that a collodion wet plate becomes 
leversed if, towanlb the end of development, daylight is suddenly 
admitted to the room, relates to cases of what may be called 
pseiido-solarisation, which do not come under consideration in 
the present category. The e'^planation of this kind of reversal 
was given by Seely m i860. It depends simpl) ’ m the fact 
that if the surface of a plate is strongly illuminated duiing develop- 
ment, the portions of the picture already developed, being reju'e- 
sented by a more or less opa^ue/fdm of metallic silver, act as 
a screen and pre'i?ent the lather action of light on the portions 
of the film beneath them, whereas the undeveloped portions of the 
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phenomena which have led us up to its considera- 
tion ; with the destruction of the invisible image by 
oxidizing or halogenizing agents, with the destruc- 
tion of this image in the dark by the haloid 
hydracids plus atmospheric oxygen, and with the 
spontaneous relapse of the latent picture in the 
dark by the action of the halogcnized sensitizer 
itself, more or less aided by the oxygen of the air. 
Let us see how far this explanation will carry us 
when applied to special cases. 

Imagine a collodion wet plate exposed to the 
continued action of strong light. The silver iodide 
goes on losing iodine, while the sensitizer (silver 
nitrate) concurrently absorbs the halogen with the 
formation of oxidized products, probably silvei 
iodate and nitiic acid. The amount of these oxidized 
products at length becomes so great that they begin 
to react with the reduction product — the action 

surface are susceptible of photo-reduction to an extent proportional 
to the intensity of the light which falls upon them. If, as in the 
observation referred to, the light which is thus admitted is stronger 
than that by which the latent picture was first formed, it is obvious 
that the undeveloped portions of the surface will come out darkei 
than the first developed portions, i.e. the picture will be reversed. 
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begins to reverse itself, and a certain amount of the 
work done by the first action of light becomes 
undone. If at this point we develop the plate it 
would be lighter than if wc developed after a 
shorter exposure. We have arrived at the first 
neutral stage. Supposing the action to continue 
we have the system, 

Reduction product + AglO^ + HNO^ Oo, 

still undergoing chemical charge, the reduction 
product becomes more and more hak^genized and 
oxidized till the whole action of the light is re- 
versed. At this point wc have i cached the stage of 
true reversal, and the plate oi. development would 
give no result. But affairs have now r*! rived at the 
same state as when the experiment ^ /as started , 
we have normal haloid under a film of silver nitrate 
again, this sensitizing salt resulting from the re- 
duction by the reduction product of the oxidized 
products first formed, and the cycle rc' mmences. 
After a further exposure wc should get a negative 
of the second order on development, and so on. 

Consider again the solarisation of a gelatino- 
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bromide plate. The gelatine becomes more and 
more brominated till it begins* to rehalogenize the 
reduction product; then the latter becomes more 
or less converted into normal bromide, till the 
original state of affairs is restored and the 
operations begin to repeat themselves. The whole 
process is nothing more than an accelerated cyclical 
repetition of that which occurs in the spontaneous 
disappearance of the latent image in the dark. 

So far the explanation may be considered to 
hold good in a general way, but there are other 
points which have to be brought into harmony 
with the theory. Perhaps the most obscure of 
these is the part played by oxygen and by oxi- 
^dizing agents, but the obscurity here arises from 
our ignorance of the chemical nature of the 
halogenized sensitizer, and this, by the way, is one 
good reason for dwelling upon it. It may be safely 
asserted that oxidizing agents act inimically to the 
liberation of halogen. 1 may remind you of some 
of our earliest experiments in this direction. A 
sheet of paper coated with a silver haloid and 
exposed to light remains unacted upon at those 
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portions of its surface which have been painted 
with oxidizing solutions, such as mercuric of 
stannic chloride, potassium dichromate, &c., (Exp. 
A Lect. III. p. 100). Now any substance v/hich is 
inimical to the liberation of halogen cannot act as a 
sensitizer, and if in contact with a substance which 
can act iri this capacity it will lessen the sensitizing 
action of the latter by diminishing its halogen 
absorbing capacity Thus a sensitive plate in an 
oxidizing solution, or washed over with such a 
solution, is easily solarised, because the sensitizei, 
being in contact with the oxidizing agent, can hold 
a less charge of halogen — it parts more easily with 
its halogen to the reduction p oduct, and so more 
readily rehalogenizes the latter. 

Whether the oxygen of the oxidi/er actually be- 
comes absorbed by the sensitizer, and replaces the 
halogen which the latter has passed back to the re- 
duction product, must depend upon the nature ol the 
sensitizer. Evidence is not w^anting th. ♦ ^uch oxi- 
dation does actually occur. Thus Abney states that 
if a gelatino-bromide plate is exposed till a visible 
image is apparent, the portions of the film corre- 
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sponding to the image do not swell up when the 
plate is immersed in water.^ Such a property is 
well known to be conferred upon gelatine by 
oxidizing agents, but this interpretation is com- 
plicated by the fact that brominated gelatine acts 
in a similar way. There is however another con- 
sideration which tends to show that oxygen is 
actually absorbed by the sensitizer during the 
process of reversal on dry plates, and that is the 
fact that the intervals which separate the succes- 
sive phases arc not uniform but of continuously 
increasing length. If the process were simply a 
case of alternate bromination and debromination 
of the sensitizer, the intervals might be expected to 
be uniform The fact that the intervals lengthen 
points to the using up of something in the sensiti- 
zer : it indicates the exhaustion of the halogen- 
absorbing power of the latter, and the only 
extraneous source of such enfeeblement is the 
oxygen of the oxidizing solution or of the 
atmosphere. 

These considerations will enable us to strip the 
^ Treatise on Photography, 5th ed. p. 309. 
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phenomenon of spontaneous reversal of some of 
its mystery, Wc must look upon a sensitive plate 
— say gelatino-bromide — as a film of silver bromide 
imbedded in a bromine-absorbing substance, and 
bathed on its surface by atmospheric oxygen. When 
exposed to light the vehicle becomes brominated 
up to a certain degree of saturation ; complex 
bromo-derivatives, or additive compounds, or oxi- 
dized products are formed, and these at length be- 
gin to react with the reduction product aided by 
the external oxygen. The process may be regarded 
as analogous to the destruction of the latent image 
by the haloid hydracids, and indeed it is not im- 
probable that some hydrobromic acid is actually 
formed by the bromination of the geLatine, and 
takes part in the process of reversal. T.' e course of 
events will be understood from the following 
scheme : — 


AgBr + Gelatine + O 


.1 stage. 


Reduction product + 


Brominated gelatine^ 

+ oxidized products 1 + 0 

+ HBr J 


First negative. 


AgBi + oxidized re- 
duction product 


^ Debrominated ^ 
j- + and deoxidized [- 
J f produ* ts J 


+ 11,0 


i 

} 


First neutral 
stage and 
reversal. 


Q 
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From these explanations the other facts con- 
nected with solarisation follow as necessary con- 
sequences. It is obvious that a highly sensitive 
plate would halogenize its sensitizer more rapidly 
than a less sensitive plate ; that is why sola7'hation 
occurs more readily hi the most sensitive processes. 
We must be prepared to admit that a vehicle 
capable of becoming highly charged with halo- 
genized products might act without the aid of 
oxygen, and it has accordingly been found that a 
gelatino-bromide plate can be reversed by 
prolonged exposure in a neutral liquid (benzene) 
which prevents access of air.^ Then again we see 
that a substance capable of neutralising the effect 
of external oxidation, and of preventing the accu- 
mulation of too large a quantity of halogenizcd 
products in the sensitizer, must act antagonistically 
to reversal. Such is the action of reducing agents 
on the film. So also it is now evident that any 
process which partly halogenizes the sensitizer 

^ “If a plate be exposed in benzene, however (a liquid which 
does not permeate through the gelatine), the phenomena are still 
existent.” Abney’s Ti'mhse on Ptiotography^ 5th ed. p. 309. 
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must acLolerate the rate of reversal, because 
the partially halogenized sensitizer is nearer its 
saturation point, t.e. the point of halogenization 
necessary for the reversal of the reaction to set in. 
This is why a prclinimary expositre of ihe plaie is 
so favourable to sola; isation. 

The last phase of the subject demanding our 
attention is the part played by the developer — wc 
have to follow out its action upon a solarised 
plate as compared with its action upon a normally 
exposed film. When reversal takes place, the 
portions of the film whete the greatest action has 
been exerted, i.e, the strongest lights, consi t of the 
most highly halogenized (and oxidized) portions of 
the sensitizer or vehicle. At the same owing 

to the length of exposure, the silver haloid over the 
whole surface of the plate is to some extent decom- 
posed. Now the general result of halogcnizing or 
oxidizing such a vehicle as collodion 01 gelatine 
is to harden it, and make it less pervious ) aqueous 
solutions ; the greater the amount of halogenization 
the less per\dous does it become [N]. When there- 
fore the developing solution is applied, the amount 
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of silver deposited or reduced on any part of the 
film is determined by the readiness with which this 
solution can get at the reduction product — where 
the sensitizer is most highly halogenized not only 
is the developer less able to attack the reduction 
product, but there may be in some cases actually less 
of the latter present owing to its partial destruction 
by the reversing action. On the other hand, the 
portions of the film which have received less 
illumination are more pervious and respond sooner 
to the developing action ; these portions come out 
dark, while the solarised portions remain light ; 
the image is leversed on development. In ordinary 
development the density of the silver deposit is 
proportional to the amount of reduction product 
formed ; in a solarised film the density of the silver 
deposit is inversely proportional to the degree of 
halogen ization of the sensitizer. This is doubtless 
the chief function of the developer, but the action 
is further complicated by the element of time 
having to be taken into account 

During the process of development the solarised 
portions must be regarded as also undergoing reduc- 
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tion (or accretion) to some extent — it is entirely a 
case of relative rates of action. With a strong de- 
veloper the action upon the unreversed portions 
is exerted at once, because these are the most 
pervious to the solution. A weak developer, on 
the other hand, cannot attack the relatively small 
amount of reduction product on the unreversed 
portions, but as it must act longer to produce any 
effect at all it has time to penetrate the less per- 
vious solarised parts of the film, and to reach 
the relatively larger amount of reduction product 
which they contain. Hence a weak developer 
may give a negative, and a strong developer a 
positive on development of an over-exposed plate. 
This, I may remind you, is one of the well-known 
characteristics of the phenomenon with which we 
have been dealing. 

I have been tempted to dwell at some length 
upon these residual phenomena, both because of 
the promising fields of investigation which they 
offer to the scientific student, and because of their 
importance in the general theory of photographic 
action. There has been too great a tendency 
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hitherto to limit attention to the sensitive silver 
haloid, as though this were the agent in chief. In 
future we must look upon the sensitizer or vehicle 
with which it is associated as playing an equally 
important part. The silver haloid and the sensitizer 
are two correlated factors which cannot be con- 
sidered apart in any of our photographic processes. 
A ray of light falling upon a sensitive plate is 
like the motive power driving a dynamo-machine 
which is feeding a storage cell. When the charge 
of the latter has reached a certain point it is capable 
of reversing the motion of the system, and of con- 
verting the dynamo into a motor. 1 he sensitizer 
plays the part of such a storage cell ; when it 
becomes charged, t.c. halogenized, to a certain 
amount, the chemical energy stored up in it begins 
to run down and reversal takes place. 
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A (p. 1 87). — A solution of potassium oxalate is 
added gradually to a solution of ferrous sulphate 
in order to show the precipitation of ferrous oxalate 
and its solution in excess of potassium oxalate. 

B (p. igo). — An alkaline solution of milk-sugar 
is painted in stripes on the surface of a sheet of 
silver chloride paper, and after being allowed to act 
for a few minutes (at the ordinary temperature of 
the room) the paper is well washed, and then brushed 
over with a ferrous oxalate developing solution. 
The stripes which have been reduced by the milk- 
sugar, although before development undistinguish- 
able from the rest of the surface, come out intensely 
dark. 

C (p. 191). — The experiment is performed as de- 
scribed in the text. Care must be taken not to tear 
the film. After developing and fixing, the pressure 
marks can be projected on the screen by means 
of the lantern. 
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D (p. 193). — Repetition of Exp. J, 2, Lect. V. 

E (p. 197). — Exp. E, Lect. I. is repeated, the 
portion of the solution exposed to light being 
divided into two parts before the addition of the 
ferricyanide. There arc thus three vessels, (i) 
containing unexposed solution, (2) and (3) con- 
taining exposed solution. To one of the latter 
some chlorine water is added, and then ferri- 
cyanide to all three. The chlorinated and the un- 
exposed solutions give the same result, showing 
that the chlorine has undone the work done by the 
light. 

F (p. 199). — A sheet of paper coated with silver 
bromide is sensitized with a solution of sodium 
nitrite, or with silver nitrate, and exposed to the 
electric light till it just shows faint signs of darken- 
ing. The paper is then well washed, and three or 
four stripes painted on it with various oxidizing 
solutions, such as bromine water, potassium di- 
chromate, mercuric chloride, potassium permangan- 
ate (acidified), &c. After the reagents have been 
allowed to act for a few minutes (in red light) the 
paper is again well washed, and then developed with 
ferrous oxalate developer. The stripes come out 
light on a dark ground, showing the destruction of 
the reduction product by the oxidizing agents. 

G (p. 204). — A plate is coated with iodized collo- 
dion and sensitized in the silver nitrate bath in red 
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light in the usual way. A few seconds’ exposure to 
diffuse white (electric) light is then given, after 
which one half of the plate is immersed in nitric 
acid (one part 1-4 sp. gr. acid and two parts water), 
then withdrawn and washed, re-dipped in the silver 
bath, and developed by iron developer. The portion 
of the plate acted upon by the nitric acid remains 
undeveloped, showing the destruction of the in- 
visible product of photo-reduction. 

H (p. 209). — A sheet of paper coated with silver 
chloride is exposed to diffuse white light till 
distinctly darkened, and then painted with stripes 
of chlorine water and a solution of iodine in 
potassium iodide in order to show the bleaching 
action of these substances. 

I (p. 209). — The darkened surface of the paper 
used in the last experiment is painted with another 
stripe of potassium iodide solution and exposed to 
white light till bleached. This experiment serves 
well to show the similarity in the action of the 
potassium iodide under the influence of light, and 
of the chlorine water and iodine solution in the 
absence of light. 

J (p. 210). — A sheet of paper coated with silver 
chloride and darkened as before is painted with 
stripes of solutions (about 5 per cent) of potassium 
chloride, bromide and iodide, and then exposed to 
strong white light till the iodized stripe appears 
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yellowish white. The bromide stripe, although 
lighter than the ground colour, is then darker than 
the iodide, while the chloride stripe has hardly 
bleached at all. 

K (p. 212). — A sheet of darkened silver chloride 
paper is sensitized with a 5 per cent solution of 
potassium iodide, and exposed in a moist state 
under a design stencilled out in a black paper 
screen. On removing the screen the design comes 
out light on a dark ground. The addition of a 
little acid to the potassium iodide solution 
accelerates the action. 

L (p. 215), — Bennett’s experiment can be shown 
by placing a sliding screen of black paper over a 
gelatino-bromide plate, and giving different stripes 
of the surface exposures to the electric light for 
])eriods varying from two or three seconds to ten or 
fifteen minutes. On development by ferrous oxalate 
the darkness of the stripes increases up to a certain 
exposure, and then falls off again. It is impossible 
to name the precise period of exposure necessary 
to show the effects of reversal, as this varies in 
different plates. An instantaneous exposure of 
the whole surface of the plate to diffuse light 
hastens the experiment. 

M (p. 218). — An iodized collodion plate is 
sensitized in the silver bath, exposed for a second 
or two to diffuse white light, and then washed with 
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water (in red light). One half of the plate is then 
dipped in a 5 per cent solution of potassium iodide 
(acidified with dilute nitric acid), and the whole 
surface again exposed to white light for about a 
minute. On washing, re-dipping in silver nitrate, 
and developing with the iron developer, the portion 
of the plate which has been dipped in the potassium 
iodide solution comes out much lighter than the 
other portion. 

N (p. 227) — A design is painted with weak 
bromine water on the surface of a gelatino-bromide 
plate (in red light). After remaining in contact 
with the film for a minute or two the plate is well 
washed, and then exposed to diffuse white light 
for a few seconds. On development by ferrous 
oxalate the design comes out lighter than the 
background. 
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Composition of White Light. — The Spectrum.— Visual In- 
tensity and Photographic Intensity. — Colours of Natural 
Objects. — Spectrum Photography. — Graphic Representa- 
tion of Intensity, — Action of the Spectrum on the Silver 
Plaloids. — Concurrent Reversal in Mixtures. — Reversal in 
the Spectrum under vaiious Conditions. — Reversal in 
Solutions of Oxidizing Substances ani other Reversing 
Agents. 

We have thus far considered photographic pro- 
cesses as originating in the photo-decomposition of 
the silver haloids without taking into account the 
particular constituent of the light that produces the 
chemical change. It is doubtless well known to all 
that ordinary white light is made up of a number 
of colours, and it is a familiar fact that such light 
can be decomposed into its component colours by 
allowing it to pass through a prism of some dense 
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transparent substance, such as glass or quartz, or 
by causing it to be reflected from or transmitted 
through a surface on which are ruled a number of 
\ery fine parallel lines. In the case of a prism the 
decomposition is produced by refraction and dis- 
persion ; the different coloured rays being unequally 
refracted, are separated by the dense medium of the 
prism through which they pass. The violet and 
blue rays are the most refrangible and the orange 
and red arc the least refrangible, while the green 
and yellow arc refracted to an intermediate extent 
and thus occupy a position intermediate between 
the violet and blue on the one side and the orange 
and red on the other. 

The decomposition of light by means of a ruled 
surface, known technically as a “ grating,” is due 
to a process called diffraction. It would take me 
too f.^r into physical considerations to attempt 
here to treat of the theories of dispersion and 
diffraction ; for this portion of the subject I must 
refer you to works on physics. A few preliminary 
explanations will suffice to make clear those points 
which are essential to the complete understanding 
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of the practical bearing of these familiar facts upon 
modern photographic processes. 

The rainbow-tinted band of colours produced by 
passing a beam of white light through a prism is 
known as the spectrum, and it is customary to 
recognize seven spectral colours, viz. violet, indigo, 
blue, green, yellow, orange, and red. The spectrum 
of the intensely glowing carbon points of the 
electric lamp is now before you on the screen, and 
you sec t]\at it consists of a continuous band in 
which the colours graduate into each othei in the 
order named. From what has been already said 
in the wa}" of explanation, it will be understood 
that the position of any paiticular colour in the 
spectrum is a measure of the refrangibility of that 
colour It will materially assist us in gaining a 
more precise idea of the true significance of that 
spectrum with which we shall have so much to do 
in the present lecture, if I give a brief sketch of 
the physical nature of light. 

Those among you who have studied physics will 
know' that light is an undulatorj^ movement in a 
highly clastic medium, known as the ether, which 
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pervades all space and penetrates between the 
particles of matter. When the ether is thrown 
into waves by a sufficiently rapid series of vibra- 
tions, the wave-movement is propagated in all 
directions from the source of the disturbance as a 
centre with a velocity of about 1S6, 000 miles per 
second. If the oscillations arc below a certain 
frequency they fail to affect the human 03^0, but 
are capable of being detected by appropriate 
instruments ; these longer-period waves are known 
as radiant heat. On the other hand we may have 
ethereal undulations which are too rapid to affect 
the eye ; these also can be detected by appropriate 
methods well known to physicists. 

Colour is the visual impression corresponding to 
oscillation-frequency. If we had a scries of ether- 
waves of one definite rate of oscillation or, what 
comes to the same thing, one definite wave-length 
onl}^, wc should have a pure monochromatic light 
of a certain definite refrangibilit> , White light, 
as you have seen, is not pure ; it is polychromatic, 
which in physical language means that it is a 
jumble of ether-waves of different periods and 
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wave-lengths. When a thin slice of such light is 
analysed by a prism, the spectrum which we per- 
ceive is the result of the sorting out of the waves 
of different lengths and their classification accord- 
ing to wave-length or oscillation-frequency. The 
shortest and most refrangible waves produce upon 
the e3"C the sensation of violet, while the longer 
and less refrangible waves produce the impression 
of red. The actual lengths of tlie ether-waves are 
well known to physicists, but all that we need 
concern ourselves with now is that the wave-length 
increases from the violet towards the red, while 
the oscillation-frequency diminishes as we traverse 
the spectrum in the same direction.^ 

The spectrum formed by a prism possesses 
certain characters contingent upon its mode of 
formation which it is desirable to know something 
about, because it is this kind of spectrum that is 
most familiar to photographic investigators. It 
must be borne in mind that the extent^ccupied 

^ The visible spectrum extends from about the Fraunhofer line A 
ill the red to H in the extreme violet ; the wave-length of the A 
line is 0-0007606 and of the H line 0-0003971 of a millimeter. 
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by the different colours in such a spectrum does 
not actually represent the relative proportions of 
these colours present in the white light ; these 
proportions are necessarily falsified by the prism 
owing to the unequal refrangibility of the colours. 
The violet and blue rays being the more re- 
frangible, arc separated and spread out to a 
greater extent than the less refrangible yellow, 
orange, and red rays. The colours are thus drawn 
out at the violet end and squeezed up at the 
red end, so that the space between two points at 
the more refrangible end separated from each 
other by any given interval (expressed in wave- 
lengths) would be greater than the space repre- 
senting the same interval at the red end of the 
spectrum. 

If we wish to observe the true distribution of 
colour, we must appeal to the diffraction spectrum, 
and this is accordingly called the normal spectrum. 
For most photographic purposes the refraction 
spectrum answers all requirements, but it is well 
to remember that it has the defects indicated. 
Then again you must look upon the extent of the 

R 
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visible spectrum as a physiological accident de- 
pending upon the construction of our eyes, and 
not as indicating a real physical limit to the 
ethereal undulations at cither end of the band of 
visible colours. Both beyond the violet and below 
the red there arc ether- waves incapable of affect- 
ing human vision ; the infra-red waves, as I have 
already said, may be regarded as radiant heat, 
and the ultra-violet rays can be made visible by 
allowing them to fall upon certain substances 
which alter their wave-length in such a way as to 
bring them within our visual capacity. Substances 
which possess this property of changing the wave- 
length of an ethereal undulation are said to be 
Jluoresccnt [AJ. These ultra-violet waves have no 
special designation, simply because wc have no 
specialized organ of sense for perceiving them, but 
wc shall soon learn that from a photographic point 
of view they arc of the highest importance 

In considering instances of photo-decomposition 
it is essential that we should know something more 
definite than that a compound is simply decom- 
posed by light. If our knowledge is to be com- 
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plete wc should know what particular constituent 
of the light is most effective in causing decomposi- 
tion. Looking at the visible spectrum of white 
light, such as that of the electric light which is now 
on the screen, the first thing that strikes us is that 
the maximum of visual intensity is in the yellow. 
The first and most obvious question that arises is 

m 

whether that colour which appears the most in- 
tense to the eye is the most active in promoting 
photo-decomposition — is visual intensity the same 
as photographic intensity ? The earliest experi- 
ments made in this direction take us back to the 
year 1777, when Scheele allowed the solar spectrum 
to fall on a sheet of paper coated with silver chloride, 
and thus found that the salt darkened most 
rapidly in the violet rays. This fundamental ex- 
periment can be easily repeated by throwing our 
electric light spectrum on to a sheet of silver 
chloride paper [B], You see the violet end has 
become perceptibly discoloured, while the strongly 
luminous yellow has not produced any visible 
effect — photographic intensity does not coincide 
with visual intensity. 


R 2 
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The line of investigation opened up by Scheelc 
has been followed by numerous chemists and 
physicists, among whom I need only mention the 
names of Herschel, Becquerel, J. W. Draper, Fox 
Talbot, and Robert Hunt, to convince you that the 
problem has been regarded as one of no inconsider- 
able importance. In more recent times every 
photographic investigator who has concerned him- 
self with the scientific development of the subject ^ 
has felt it necessary to study the action of the 
spectrum upon the silver haloids or other photo- 
sensitive compounds. As the final outcome of all 
the worl^which has hitherto been done, it may be 
taken as fully established that visual intensity and 
photochemical activity are in no way related. The 
fact that yellow and orange appear brighter to us 
than violet and blue is another physiological 
accident. In the majority of compounds known to 
be photo-sensitive, it happens that the violet end 
of the spectrum is the most effective in promoting 
decomposition. Could we look upon nature with a 
photographic eye, we should experience some 
strange reversals of colour impression ; a wood in 
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springtime carpeted with violets and wild hya- 
cinths, for instance, would appear a more brilliant 
spectacle than a meadow ablaze with golden 
buttercups. 

That the violet and even the ultra-violet rays 
arc the most effective in the majority of cases is a 

fact that is true not only for the silver haloids, but 

„ 

also for the ferric, uranic, cupric, and mercuric 
salts, for the chromates, and for the salts of gold 
and platinum. In view of this circumstance it is 
not surprising that the more refrangible end should 
have been formerly regarded as the region of 
special chemical force. In the older works on 
physics we find the spectuim divided into the three 
regions of heat, light, and actinism or chemical 
force. With the advancement of knowledge this 
division has broken down ; the notion that a 
chemical force resided in the violet rays was due 
simply to the circumstance that the most familiar 
compounds, and especially the salts of silver, were 
more sensitive to these rays. It is now well known 
that many substances arc sensitive to the less re- 
frangible radiations, and even the silver haloids 
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themselves can, as we shall see presently, have 
their sensitiveness so modified as to be decomposed 
by the red end of the spectrum. 

The importance of knowing the specific action of 
the spectral colours on the silver haloids may not 
be apparent at first sight. If you consider, how- 
ever, that the various objects focussed on the 
camera screen in order to be subsequently photo- 
graphed are possessed of different colours, the 
necessity for this knowledge will become obvious. 
It will be readily understood that objects will im- 
press themselves upon an 'ordinary photographic 
plate with an intensity proportional to the amount 
of violet and ultra-violet light which enters into the 
composition of the colour which they reflect or 
scatter. The fact that reds and yellows impress 
themselves feebly, while violets and blues impress 
themselves strongly, is one of the most familiar 
experiences of the practical photographer. So 
also the varying photographic activity manifested 
on different days according to the state of the 
atmosphere, the height of the sun above the 
horizon, &c., is well known to all workers with the 
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camera. The different exposures necessary on 
different occasions represent the varying amounts 
of blue, violet, and ultra-violet rays, absorbed from 
tjie sun’s light by our own atmosphere under its 
different conditions of humidity, or according to 
the amount of suspended matter which it contains. 
It can easily be understood also that the length 

•V 

of atmosphere traversed by the solar rays depends 
upon the altitude of the sun above the horizon, and 
this is why the photographic efficiency of day- 
light is greater at noon than earlier or later in 
the day. 

From the photographer’s point of view it is an 
extremely fortunate circumstance that the colours 
of natural objects are never pure. By this I mean 
to say that no colour would appear perfectly mono- 
chromatic if we analysed its light and observed its 
spectrum. The colour of any natural object is 
always a mixture — some rays of the spectrum 
are absorbed and others are reflected, so that the 
colour which finally reaches the eye is a residual 
effect. In addition to this a certain amount of 
white light is scattered from all surfaces except 
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dead black. Were it not for the latter circum- 
stance, a photographic pictute would present much 
more violent contrasts of light and shade than we 
actually witness. 

The composite character of a colour which 
appears simple to the eye can be well shown by 
means of certain artificial colouring matters. The 
light transmitted through a glass cell containing a 
solution of ‘‘ aniline blue ” appears on the screen 
of a rich blue colour, and this solution of “ iodine 
green ” apparently transmits nothing but green 
On analysing these colours by passing them 
through a prism you see that red is present in 
both cases, a fact which the eye utterly fails to 
perceive before the prismatic analysis [C]. 

It will be evident from the explanations w^hich 
have now been given that the position of an}^ 
colour in the spectrum is due to the length of the 
corresponding ether-w^avc, so that w^c have a ^ue 
physical measurement of colour independent" of 
its subjective sensation. For photographic pur- 
poses it is necessary to have some recognized 
positions of reference — some definite lines in the 
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spectrum which we can talk about instead of 
mentioning the colours by name. Such fixed 
lines are found in the spectrum of sunlight and 


are generally used for this purpose. The lines in 
the solar spectrum to which I allude are narrow 
dark lines traversing ^the spectrum at irregular 
intervals in a direction ^rpendicular to its length ; 
they are known as the Fraunhofer lines, after the 
physicist who first accurately mapped them. It 
is no part of the present subject to explain here 
the origin of these dark lines ; it will suffice to 
state that they are produced by the absorption of 
the particular waves which they represent in posi- 
tion by gaseous and vaporous substances in the 
sun s, as well as in our own atmosphere. The 
more important of these dark lines, which you 
see in the photograph of the solar spectrum 
thrown on the screen, furnish the necessary posi- 
tions of reference. 


In order to study practically the photo-reducF 
bility of the silver haloids or other compounds by 
different colours of the spectrum, the older experi- 
menters often made use of coloured glasses ; but 
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this method is obviously unsatisfactory because 
the light transmitted by such media is seldom 
monochromatic [D]. A far more scientific mode 
of procedure is to photograph the spectrum itself, 
a narrow slice of white light being allowed to pass 
through a prism, and the spectrum being then 
focussed on the photographic surhice to be 
examined. The source of light may be the 
sun, the electric or oxyhydrogen light, burning 
magnesium, or any other source of radiation rich 
in rays of all refrangibilities. It is important to 
remember in carrying out such experiments that 
the materials composing the lenses and prisms of 
the spcctrograplhc apparatus have a certain specific 
absorbing power. It is well known, for instance, 
that glass absorbs more or less of the ultra-violet 
light, so that in very exact work we must either 
use a diffraction spectrum or have our lenses and 
prisms of quartz, as first pointed out by Prof. 
Stokes in his classical researches on fluorescence. 

When a spectrum is allowed to fall on a photo- 
graphic surface, the amount of decomposition 
induced in the different regions is shown by the 
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degree of darkening of the silver compound, or, 
instead of allowing the spectrum to act till visible 
discoloration is produced, a short exposure may be 
given and the invisible impression developed in 
the usual way. Both these methods have been 
cMTiployed by different experimenters. The results 
may be expressed by a graphical method which 
is now so generally adopted that we must under- 
stand its principle before making further progress. 

Supposing, for example, we wished to show the 
visual intensity of the spectral colours by means 
of a curve. We may take as ordinates a scries of 
lines drawn perpendicular to the spectrum, the 
height of these lines being made proportional to 
the intensity of the colours as seen by the e)^c, 
or, more accurately, as measured pliotometricall}^ ^ 
For practical purposes the strongest of the Fraun- 
hofer lines answer all requirements. The intensity 
of the colour seen at the position corresponding to 
each of the selected lines would be marked off as a 
point on each line, and the points then joined by a 

^ See Abney and Festing’s Bakerian Lecture for 1886. Phil. 
Trans. Part II. 1886, p 423, 
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curve which would show at a glance the distribu- 
tion of visual intensity in the spectrum. The result 
is shown in the diagram : — 



Fig t; —-Visual lNrtNSu\ of Coloi ks of Solar Sifctrum 


From such a diagram it is at once seen that 
the maximum of visual intensity is in the yellow, 
a little to the more refrangible side of the line 
D. It is seen also that the visible spectrum 
extends from near the line A in the red to 
about // in the extreme violet. In a similar 
way the distribution of heat might be repre- 
sented by another curve, the maximum of which 
would in this case be in the infra-red. The 
same method is applicable to the representation 
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of photographic intensity. The amount of decom- 
position undergone by a silver haloid in different 
parts of the spectrum is shown by the degree of 
darkening on long exposure, or by the density 
of the silver deposit with short cxDosure and 
development. It is only necessary to make the 

lengths of the ordinates (Fraunhofer lines) pro- 
as. 

portional to the degree of darkening, and then 
connect the abscissje by a curve as before. The 
curve then shows at a glance the distribution of 
photochemical efficiency in every part of the 
spectrum for the particular salt employed 

We are now, I venture to think, in a position 
to follow the results of recent work in spectrum 
photography. The action of the pure spectrurxi 
upon the silver haloids in various conditions and 
in different vehicles has been studied by many 
investigators, especially by J. W. Draper, Flunt, 
Herschcl, and Bccquerel, and most recently by 
Abney with improved appliances, and with 
greater care in eliminating the effects of impuri- 
ties than has hitherto been bestowed upon this 
branch of work. I shalf^of courscybe unable to 
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do more than give you a general notion of the 
results obtained. The first question to be asked 
is whether the _ differ ent haloids have the same 
maxima of sensitiveness, and this can be answered 
by experiment in a somewhat rough and ready 
way by allowing our spectrum to fall on three 
slips of paper coated with the respective haloids 
and, after a sufficient exposure, developing in the 
usual way [P2]. The result shows that with the 
chloride the maximum is in the violet, just about 
or a little beyond the limit of the visible spec- 
trum ; with the bromide the maximum is in the 
blue, and with the iodide also in the blue, but a 
trifle more towards the violet end You will 
notice al^o that the bromide spectrum is longer 
than either of the others — that it extends more 
towards the red, a fact of which we shall sec the 
practical significance hereafter. 

The experiment shown is necessarily a hasty 
one, and gives only a crude idea of the local 
action of the spectrum upon the different haloids. 
Tn more exact work the greatest precautions 
have to be taken to insure trustworthy results 
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— the effect due to every substance associated 
with the haloid, whether as an essential con- 
stituent of the film, or as an accidental impurity, 
must be studied individually before we arrive at 
the true photographic spectrum of the haloid. It 
is no doubt the neglect of these precautions which 
has led former workers to give different positions 
to the maxima of decomposition for the same 
haloid. The action of impurities makes itself 
especially felt with prolonged exposure, so that 
the spectrum printed up to the stage of visibility 
is never so satisfactory as that formed bv a short 
exposure and subsequent development. The final 
result of all the recent exj^eriments is summed 
up in the following diagram : — 


Af L Tf 0 T D € B A 



Fig 6 — Si’kctrum Photogkaphi-d on Tiir Silvlk Haloids. 

1. Chloride; II Bromide, 111. Iodide The dottt d riirves show the extension 
tu\vardi) the red by longer exposure. 
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The chief point of interest in connection with 
these curves is that they represent a physical 
reality — they indicate a fundamental property of 
the silver haloid molecule. What that property 
is we shall learn subsequently. The curves ^how 
that each haloid is most susceptible in one par- 
ticular region of the spectrum. The cause resides 
in the molecule itself, and is inherent in that 
molecule. We cannot shift the maximum of any 
of these curves ; by careful experiments with the 
pure haloids the maxima are always in the 
same position. The same curves are obtained, 
when the necessary precautions arc observed, by 
direct printing or by development ; the state of 
molecular aggregation of the haloid makes no 
difference ; ncithci does the vehicle nor the 
sensiti/er, provided these do not form actual 
chemical compounds with each other or with the 
silvei haloid The length of the photographed 
spectrum may be increased b}^ longer exposure 
or by other methods — wc may encroach more 
and more into the red, or wc may even so 
modify the haloid as to get a new maximum 
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in the less refrangible region, but the position of 
the maximum in the blue or Violet is not 
thereby affected. 

Interpreting these results practically we see that 
silver chloride has the advarttage for light which 
is rich in violet and ultra-violet rays, while the 
bromide and iodide have the advantage for blue 
rays. It is not to be understood that tliese 
photographed spectra give us any measure of 
absolute sensitiveness, because, as you are now 
aware from former lectures, this is influenced 
also by many other conditions. But when white 
light or the rays from a coloured object fall on 
a sensitive plate, it is evident that that haloid 
which is acted upon by the greatest range of 
spectral colours must have the auvantage in the 
way of sensitiveness. You will understand this 
if you consider that the image thrown by a lens 
sums up on the surface of the film all the rays 
emitted by the objccti|| whose image it forms. ^ 
A haloid which is affected by the violet, blue, 

^ Excepting the small percentage absorbed by the material of 
the lens. 

S 
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green, and yellow rays during the same exposure 
which in the case of another haloid would allow 
only the violet rays to act, must ofifcr advan- 
tages in the way of sensitiveness. You have seen 
that with the same exposure silver bromide gives 
a longer spectrum than the other haloids ; that 
means that this haloid is more sensitive for 
green, yellow, and red than the chloride or 
iodide, and there is no doubt that this property 
is one of the many causes which combine to 
make silver bromide so highly sensitive in 
modern photographic processes. 

The next point to be considered is the action 
of the spectrum upon mixtures of the haloids. 
If there is an excess of some good sensitizer 
present capable of rapidly absorbing the liber- 
ated halogens, the maximum due to each spec- 
trum is impressed — the photographed spectrum 
is a resultant due to the compounding of the 
spectra of the separate haloids. But if the above 
condition is not fulfilled, z.e.^ if there is not an 
efficient sensitizer present, a very different effect 
is observed. This effect, whatever may be its 
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true explanation, is a very remarkable one, and 
we are indebted for its discovery to Capt. Abney, 
who has worked out the essential conditions by 
a most laborious series of experiments. I can 
do nothing more now than give a very brief 
summary of the conclusions of this investigator.^ 
The general nature of these results will be best 
seen from the following curves,*'^ selected as types 


M L K G T D C Ti A 



b'lG. 7. — CoNCUiiKLNT Rcv£jKSALi» iw Mixtuke'j OF Silm:r Haloius, 


from ei large number published by Abney in 
illustration of his work. 

Let me first explain the meaning of each 

^ See chap. xxxv. of his Treatise on Photography y 5th ed. p. 277 » 
also Proc. Roy. Soc. vol. xxxiii. p. 164. 

® I am indebted to Capt- Abney for permission to reproduce tlie 
curves shown in this and other figures. 
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curve before attempting to interpret the prin- 
ciple which they reveal. The four spectra have 
been selected so as to be fairly comparable in 
two pairs. Thus 1 . and IT. represent the action 
upon mixtures of bromide and iodide in col- 
lodion. In I. a wet plate sensitized with silver 
nitrate was used, and the image developed by 
an acid or alkaline developer. In II. the con- 
ditions were precisely the same, excepting that 
the excess of silver nitrate was washed out. In 
III there was a mixture of iodide and chloride 
on paper sensitized with silver nitrate, the image 
being developed after a short exposure as before. 
In IV. the same haloids were used in gelatine, 
no other sensitizer being present, and the image 
was developed as before. Now compare the 
results : — 

The only difference between I and II. is that 
in the former there is a sensitizer (AgN03) 
present, while in the latter there is nothing but 
a mixture of bromide and iodide with practically 
no sensitizer. You see that in curve I., as might 
have been expected, wc have the superposed 
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spectra of the bromide and iodide with their 

common maximum about G. But in II. there 

is a totally different state of affairs — the common 

maximum near G has become a minimum, and 

there are now two maxima, a minor one near 

II, and another in the bluc-c^recn between G 

and F. The same difference exists between TIL 

and IV. When AgNOjj is present, the curve 

compounded of the chloride and iodide curves ; 

when the sensitizer is absent — for gelatine is 
* 

such a comparatively feeble sensitizer that its 
action may be neglected in this case — we have 
as before a minimum about G, a maximum in 
tlie })]uc-grccn (rather nearer the blue than in 
IL), and another minor maximum in the violet, 
near II. Reduced to practical terms tliese facts 
simply mean that in the absence of sensitizers a 
mixture of haloids is more sensitive to the blue- 
green, and less sensitive to the violet rays of the 
spectrum than cither haloid separately. 

We have next to consider how these results 
may be interpreted. The case of a mixture of 
haloids with excess of sensitizer is quite normal, 
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and requires no special explanation ; the re- 
markable destruction of sensitiveness about G 
and the shifting of the maximum into the blue- 
green when the sensitizer is absent, are the chief 
facts requiring comment. The most obvious ex- 
planation would at first sight appear to be that 
about G there is a reversing process going on, 
owing to the rehalogcnization of the sensitizer, 
in accordance with the principles discussed in the 
last lecture. This explanation is, however, rejected 
by Abney, for the very good reason that the effect 
is not analogous to ordinary solarisation, because 
the same result is obtained even with a very short 
exposure. But although ordinary reversal is inad- 
missible under these circumstances, it is not im- 
probable that we have to do with an analogous 
phenomenon due to the same chemical cause. 

In order not to complicate the argument it will 
be well to restrict attention to one pair of haloids 
only, say the bromide and iodide. The region of 
the spectrum where the greatest amount of decom- 
position goes on is about G ; it is here that the 
greatest amount of bromine and iodine would be 
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liberated in a given time. If the removal of the 
halogens keeps pace with their liberation, as is 
the case in the presence of a sensitizer, the largest 
amount of reduction product is formed in this 
region — we have the maximum of intensity on 
development as appears in curve 1. But if the 
halogens are not speedily removed — if no active 
sensitizer is present, their rapid accumulation mil^t 
more or less undo the work done by the blue 
rays ; not only because of the actual quantity of 
these halogens As compared with the amount of 
reduction product, but also because of the fact 
that bromine and iodine when liberated simultane- 
ously would form a compound, a bromide of 
iodine, which would probably be more active as a 
rehalogcnizcr than halogen alone- Chemists have 
long been familiar with the fact that a mixture 
of halogens is often more effective in chemical 
reactions than the halogens by themselves. 

So far then the explanation is perfectly straight- 
forward, and it will be seen that the process is 
similar to that which occurs when the latent 
image is destroyed by a halogen, only the latter 
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is supplied (and probably in a more active form) 
by the haloid in the film itself instead of from 
an external source. The effect is thus analogous 
to ordinary reversal with the part played by the 
halogenized sensitizer left out. The clement of 
time docs not come in because the rchalogenization 
goes on with the action of light ah initio : the reduc- 
tion of sensitiveness about G may be attributed to 
what I will venture to call concurrent reversal. 

The increase of sensitiveness in the green is 
attributed by Abney to the formation of a new 
molecule, a bromo-iodidc of silver of the formula 
AgBr,AgI, or Ag^Brl, This compound is sup- 
posed to be formed by the action of the bromine 
liberated from the bromide upon the iodide, the 
latter being almost insensitive in this part of the 
spectrum, while the bromide is acted upon by this 
colour, as will be seen by comparing curves II. and 
III. of Fig. 6. The bromo-iodidc thii^ formed is 
believed to be more sensitive for the green, and 
in support of this view it has been found that if 
a surface of washed silver bromide is darkened by 
exposure to light and then brushed over with a 
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solution of iodine, a compound is obtained which 
behaves towards the spectrum in precisely the 
same way as the mixture. The conclusions drawn 
from these facts are perfectly sound, but chemists 
are not very willing to admit the existence of new 
molecules without adequate proof. I will remind 
you therefore that there is a rare bromo-iodidc of 
silver said to occur as a native mineral in ChilT, 
and there arc a whole scries of chloro-bromides 
containing various proportions of nietal, chlorine, 
and bromine, of which the Chilian mineral em- 
bolitc, AgJh*CU, is perhaps the best known. 
] 3 ut the most conclusive proof is furnished by 
Abney’s experiments with surfaces of silver 
bromide or chloride, darkened by exposure to 
light, rehalogcnized by iodine, an 1 then exposed 
to the spectrum in the presence of sensitizers. 
Under these circumstances curves similar to IV., 
Fig 7, are obtained [F]. The point of this 
illustration is that the sensitiveness to blue-green 
is shown even in the presence of a sensitizer ; if 
the silver haloids were present as a mere mixture, 
you know that under these circumstances wc 
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should have had a resultant spectrum as in curves 
I. and III. 

With respect to the chemistry of this last ex- 
periment it is difficult to offer any suggestions 
which are not more or less speculative, owing to 
our ignorance of the true composition of the re- 
duction product. But it may be useful to consider 
what might happen on the supposition that this 
product is an oxyhaloid. It is pretty certain that 
the old sub-haloid formula will have to be 
abandoned, and the sooner we familiarize ourselves 
with other possible ways of regarding these re- 
actions, the better will it be for future progress. 
Thus, if we suppose that the compound formed 
by the action of light upon silver bromide is the 
oxybromide, Ag^OBrg, the destruction of this pro- 
duct by iodine in alcoholic solution might be 
represented by the equation : — 

Ag^OBr^ + I 2 + = 2Ag,BrI + CJI.O -f Hfi 

In tlie absence of alcohol the oxygen of course 
meets a different fate — it may escape in the free 
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state or it may form oxidized products with some 
of the iodine. The bromo-iodide may give as a 
reduction product a mixed oxyhaloid, Ag^OBrl. 
Such are the possible processes which may go on 
when the spectrum falls on a mixture of the 
bromide and iodide, the iodine which rehalogenizes 
the olfeybromide being in this case supplied by the 
decomposition of the silver iodide by the liberated 
bromine. 

From the action of the spectrum upon the silver 
haloids with short exposure, it is only a natural 
step to the action of the spectrum with prolonged 
exposure : if the exposure is long enough to pro- 
duce reversal, in what part of the spectrum does 
this phenomenon occur ? Two of Abney’s curves, 
shown in the accompanying diagr-sm (p. 268), will 
answer this question for silver iodide and for a 
mixture of bromide and iodide. 

In No. I. pure silver iodide was sensitized by 
silver nitrate and developed after long exposure : in 
No. II. a mixture of three molecules of the iodide 
and one molecule of the bromide was exposed in 
the presence of excess of silver nitrate (wet 
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collodion plate), and then developed by the acid 
or alkaline method. Both these curves point to 
the fact that the region of reversal is at the 
ordinary maximum of decomposition near G. 
The iodide curve is particularly instructive : in 
the position where the curve shows a maximum 
with short exposure, there is now a depression, 
thus making it appear as though a new maximum 


M L H G F D C H A 



lit O — OkDI NAK\ RlVlK Al IN bl L(- TKl Al. 

1 I’ure V^T -t- \ciNO{ II _,A^I + Aj^Br + AgNO, 


nearer the green had been produced. It is evident^ 
however, that this shifting of the maximum is only 
apparent ; the true maximum is reversed, and the 
elevation on the less refrangible side simply re- 
presents a small residue of unreversed reduction 
product. From the theory of solarisation which 
was discussed in the last lecture, it is obvious that 
these curves express results which might almost 



PHO TO- OX IDA TION IN SPECTR UM, 269 


have been anticipated : where the evolution of 
halogen is most rapid, rehalogcnization (reversal) 
might be expected to occur the soonest. It may 
be regarded as a general rule that when a silver 
haloid is given a very prolonged exposure to the 
spectrum in the presence of a sensitizer, reversal 
begins in that region zvherc the decomposition 
reaches a maximum with a sho 7 T exposure. 

We may now pass on to the consideration of 
the action of the spectrum upon the silver haloids 
in the presence of true reversing agents and 
other substances, both oxidizing and reducing. 
This subject will be best approached by returning 
for a short time to purcl)^ pliotochemical actions. 
It will be remembered that it was stated at the 
very beginning of our subject th<it light in some 
cases promotes oxidation (Lecture I., p. 25;. We 
arc iiow in a better position to deal with this 
property of light, and I will commence by 
putting you in possession of some well-known 
facts. 

Although in most instances of photochemical 
reduction, the violet and blue rays are the most 
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effective, it appears that in many cases where 
oxidation is accelerated by light the red rays 
are the most active. Thus the photo-oxidation 
of lead compounds, of mercurous oxide, of ferrous 
and manganous compounds, of arsenites and of 
sulphides, proceeds more rapidly in the red than 
in the violet rays. It must not be understood 
that I am now laying down a general law, 
because wc know of many instances of photo- 
oxidation by the more refrangible rays, and, on 
the other hand, we shall learn subsequently that 
the red rays may be made to bring about 
photo-reduction of^ the silver salts. But we 
must fully prepare ourselves for the possibility 
of photo-oxidation ; we must learn to look upon 
a photo-sensitive surface as the scat of chemical 
changes in which both reduction and oxidation 
may be taking place simultaneously, the final 
result being determined by the relative rates at 
which the two processes go on This amounts 
to the same thing as saying that the final 
product of photo-decomposition is determined by 
the nature of the compound with which the 
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photo-sensitive substance is associated, as well 
as by the nature of this last substance. Starting 
from these general notions we may next proceed 
to consider some concrete instances. 

In the last lecture the reversing action of 
potassium iodide upon darkened silver chloride 
was shown. It will be remembered that a sheet 
of paper coated with the haloid was darkened 
by exposure to light, and then bleached by a 
further exposure when painted with a solution 
of potassium iodide. The rehalogenizing action 
of the soluble iodide was explained as being 
the result of the oxidation of this salt by 
atmospheric oxygen. By repeating the ex- 
periment in the spectrum we shall find out 
which constituent of the light is the most active 
in this reversing process [G]. The result shows 
that the bleaching action takes place in the 
same region of the spectrum where the maximum 
of decomposition occurs in the absence of a 
reversing agent. The action cannot be the same 
as in ordinary solarisation, because the silver 
chloride has already lost its removable chlorine 
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by preliminary exposure : the potassium iodide 
may indeed be looked upon as playing the part 
of the halogcnizcd sensitizer, but the co-operation 
of oxygen is a necessary condition of its 
bleaching action under the conditions of the 
experiment The result is a good illustration 
of the principle from which we set out : the 
photo-sensitive compound is here potassium 
iodide, the photographic surface is the reduction 
product of silver chloride. It happens that 
potassium iodide is one of those compounds 
which undergo oxidation most rapidly in the 
blue and violet rays ; hence the bleaching action 
is strongest at the most refrangible end of the 
spectrum. 

Investigations in the direction indicated by the 
last experiment have been made by Abney with 
glass plates coated with the silver haloids 
in different vehicles. The plate is first given a 
preliminary exposure, then immersed in a glass 
cell containing the solution or gas to be tested, 
and exposed to the action of the spectrum and 
developed. The results obtained are of extreme 
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interest and some of the curves are shown in the 
diagram on p. 274. It must be borne in mind 
that a curve above the line indicates normal 
action, while a curve below the line signifies 
reversal, the local intensity of the reversal being 
indicated as before by the height of the curve at 
different points. 

It is by no means easy in the present state of 
knowledge to see the precise meaning of these 
curves, and we must be satisfied if we can get 
but a glimpse into the photochemical processes 
which they reveal. No. I. represents what may 
be called normal reversal in an ordinary gelatino- 
bromide plate given a prolonged exposure to 
the spectrum, and about this there is not much 
mystery. You know' that silver bromide is 
sensitive as far as the red if it only gets exposure 
enough ; the curve which has its maximum near 
G creeps gradually towards the red as the 
spectrum continues to act (Fig. f\ II.). This 
curve No. I. simply show'-s therefore that while 
halogenization of the sensitizer (gelatine) is going 
on very rapidly at the blue end, it is going on 
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more slowly at the red end, so that by the time 
the blue end has received enough bromine to 
constitute what I will call a reversing charge, the 
red end has only received enough to produce a 
normal impression on development. 

Such curves as IT. and VIIL, which show two 
maxima, are the most difficult to explain 
satisfactorily, but it is worth while to make an 
attempt to unravel their meaning, if only to get 
suggestions on which to base further experiments. 
The first of these was obtained by giving a 
collodio-bromide plate a preliminary exposure 
to diffuse white light, then immersing in a five 
per cent, solution of potassium bromide (acidified), 
exposing to the spectrum and developing. No. 
VIIL represents the action of the spectrum upon a 
collodio iodide plate (after preliminary exposure) 
v;hen immersed in a mineral acid. It may be 
added that collodio-iodide when immersed in a solu- 
tion of potassium bromide gives a curve somewhat 
similar to No. II., only the minimum of reversal 
is at and the second maximum is shifted more 
into the red. The curve showing the action of 
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the spectrum on a silver bromide film in mineral 
acids is similar to No. VIII., but the region of 
least reversal is between d and D instead of 
between G and d. 

In attempting to understand these results it 
is essential fo bear in mind the complexity of 
the conditions under which the experiments are 
made. We start with a film which has had a 
preliminary exposure and therefore containing a 
mixture of unaltered haloid and reduction product, 
together with partially halogcnized sensitizer 
This is immersed in the solution and the 
spectrum allowed to act upon it. The conditions 
arc favourable to reversal because the silver 
haloid is already partially dehalogcnized. When 
therefore the spectrum falls upon this surface, 
the rays which arc most active in decomposing 
the substance dissolved in the solution will 
produce the maximum reversal ; the maxima at 
the blue end, in curves IL, V. and VIII., are thus 
due to a similar action to that which occurs 
when the spectrum is allowed to fall on a sheet 
of darkened silver chloride paper coated with 
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potassium iodide. These blue end maxima are 
in fact the curves of normal action reversed, the 
dotted curves above the line in II. and V. 
showing the positions of the ordinary maxima 
of decomposition. 

The reversals at the red end of the spectrum are 
more difficult to deal with. There is no doubt that 
these represent the chemical destruction of the re- 
duction product by oxidation, since oxidizing solu- 
tions arc most favourable to their production. In 
fact it has been found that in reducing solutions, 
such as potassium nitrite, sodium sulphite, or pyro- 
gallol, no reversal at all takes place. Reversals in 
potassium dichrornate and potassium permanganate 
are shown in curves III , IV., YL, and VII. A 
collodio-iodidc plate in hydroxvl gives a curve 
very similar to VII It must be understood 
that all these curves arc produced in the same 
way, viz. by preliminary exposure of the plate, 
then immersion in the solution and exposure 
to the spectrum. The general effect of oxidizing 
agents is to enormously increase the rate of 
reversal by the less refrangible rays. Thus in 



278 THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY. 

IV. and VII. it is seen that the result is a 
mixed one — the action 4s normal at the violet 
end and reversed at the red end. This means 
that in the latter region the destruction of the 
reduction product has been going on to a great 
extent by photo-oxidation, while at the violet 
end the haloid was still undergoing photo- 
reduction : in other words, reduction and oxidation 
have been going on simultaneously at the two 
ends of the spectrum. Potassium dichromatc 
causes reversal only at the red end as seen in III. 
and VI. It is piobable that the specific absorp- 
tion of the salt has something to do with this 
limitation of action, because it cuts off the 
violet and blue end of the spectrum. This 
appears from a comparison of the dichromatc 
curves with those given by permanganate, i.e. 
III. with IV. and VI. with VII. Potassium 
permanganate exerts strong absorption in the 
green, but transmits the violet and blue rays 
at one end and the orange and red at the 
other end. The dichromate thus agrees with 
the permanganate in its action upon the less 
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refrangible rays, but acts as a screen towards 
the more refrangible rays : for this reason we 
get no action in the blue with the former salt, 
while we have a distinct image in this region 
with the permanganate [H]. 

Now although the absence of all action in 
the violet and blue, either direct or reversed, 
in the case of dichromate is intelligible in flic 
light of the explanation which has just been 
offered, there is an apparent mystery about the 
proceedings at this end of the spectrum when 
we have to do with potassium permanganate 
ivhich requires clearing up. I allude to the fact 
that the violet and blue rays which are trans- 
mitted by this solution produce only a direct 
or normal impression with the same exposure 
which produces distinct reversal in the red. This 
appears all the more remarkable when we consider 
that these very same rays when transmitted 
through colourless solutions, such as potassium 
bromide (No. II.), potassium iodide (No. V.) and 
mineral acids (No. VIII.), cause strong reversal 
It is possible that the rays in question are 
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absorbed to some extent by passing through 
the permanganate and their chemical activity 
thus deadened. But I do not think that this 
is the true explanation of the phenomenon. It 
seems more likely that wc have here a case of 
retarded action in the violet and blue owing to 
the presence of the oxidizing salt. It has been 
amply proved in former lectures that substances 
which tend to prevent the liberation of halogen 
retard the photo-decomposition of the silver haloids 
The action of the permanganate would thus be 
to retard the formation of reduction product in 
that very region where in the absence of this 
salt the photo-dccomposition would proceed most 
briskly, while at the red end there would be 
going on photo-oxidation of the reduction product 
already formed by preliminary exposure and 
subsequently. The final result would be that by 
the time a distinct normal image had been 
formed by the violet and blue rays, a strong 
reversed image would be produced by the red 
rays (Curves IV. and VII.). In accordance with 
this explanation I will remind you that an 
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oxidizing substance like hydroxyl, which is 
perfectly colourless, gives a very similar curve 
to VI L Here also we must look upon the 
result as due to retarded reduction at the violet 
end and photo-oxidation at the red end. If 
the permanganate solution is very dilute, both 
retarding and oxidizing action arc so enfeebled 
that normal reversal occurs, as shown by the 
dotted curve in VI 1. 

We might thus go on discussing these and 
many more such curves and learn something 
from each one of tliem. But you have probably 
seen sufficient by this time to enable you to 
understand how these ’'csults may be dealt with 
in a general way. The remarkable curve (No. 
VIII.) produced by the action of mineral acids 
almost tempts me to digress further, but I will 
content myself by pointing out that these acids, 
not being oxidizing agents (except nitric acid), 
do not exert that retarding action in the violet 
and blue, and this may explain why we get the 
two maxima of reversal so strongly developed. 
The strong reversing action of potassium bromide 
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shown in curve II explains why all excess of 
this salt must be washed out of a gelatine 
emulsion in order to insure the condition 
of greatest sensitiveness (see Lecture IV., p. 

123). 

With regard to the chemical actions concerned 
in these reversals it is important to remember 
that there is a great distinction between the 
action of white light and the action of the 
spectrum as a reversing agent. White light 
gives us the final result of a number of opera- 
tions some of which tend to undo the work of 
others — we have an end result which may be 
regarded as the algebraical sum of all the chemical 
actions going on. In the spectrum these effects 
are differentiated and each set of rays produces 
its own particular action, so that the photo- 
reduction taking place in one region is not 
complicated by concurrent photo-oxidation at 
the same place. Thus in such solutions as 
potassium permanganate and hydroxyl, which 
transmit the violet and blue, these rays can 
exert their reducing action unchecked except 
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by the retarding action of the oxidizing substances 
upon the silver haloid. This is also another reason 
why in these solutions we get no normal reversal 
at the more refrangible end. In the red rays 
the photo-oxidation proceeds without check from 
concurrent reduction, and thus gives rise to the 
strong reversal shown in the curves. The de- 
struction of the reduction product in the spectrum 
is thus a simpler phenomenon than the same 
process in white light From the circumstances 
that these experiments have been made upon 
plates immersed completely in the solutions, it 
would appear that atmospheric oxygen does 
not play such an itnportant part in these 
reversals in the spectrum, even in the case of 
reversing substances like the alkaline haloids or the 
haloid hydracids which arc not oxidizing agents 
under ordinary circumstances. We must in tact 
admit the possibility of direct interaction between 
the reduction product and these reversing agents 
under the influerice of particular rays. Adopting 
the oxyhaloid formula we may expect such re- 
actions as those typified by the equations : — 
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Ag^OBrg H- 2HBr = 4AgBr +H2O 
Ag40Br2 + 2HI = 2AgBr 4 - 2 AgI + 

Agpi^i 2KI + H.O = 4AgI + 2KOH 
Ag^OBr.^ + 2KI 4 H2O = 2 AgBr 4 2AgI 4 2KOH 

In the case of direct oxidation by ozone or 
by such salts as the dichromates and per- 
manganates, the destruction of the reduction 
product may be due to indirect rchalogenization 
by the oxidation of the halogenizcd sensitizer 
as explained in the last lecture, or it may be 
represented as a direct action of oxidation : — 

2 Ag^OBi'y 4 2O.J = 4 Ag 20 4 2Br2 4 2O2 (first stage). 

2 Ag 20 4 2Br2 = 4AgBr -|- (second stage). 

The nature of the substance with which the 
silver haloid is associated must evidently de- 
termine the particular mode of destruction of 
the oxy haloid. 



APPENDIX TO LECTURE VII. 

A (p. 242). — Shown by the usual method ..of 
placing a card painted with sulphate of quinine in 
the violet and ultra-violet region of the spectrum 
of the electric light. If a quartz prism is not 
available flint-glass must be used in order to get 
the best effect. 

B (p. 243), — A sheet of paper coated with silver 
chloride and sensitized with silver nitrate is placed 
in the spectrum of the electric light as described in 
the text. During exposure the limits of the different 
colours of the spectrum arc marked out by pencil 
lines just below the spectrum seen on the paper. 
When the exposure has been sufficiently long to 
produce visible discoloration, the paper is with- 
drawn. It is then seen at once by the pencilled 
lines which region of the spectrum has produced 
the greatest effect. 

C (p. 248). — The solutions of the colouring 
matters are placed in flat glass cells with parallel 
sides and interposed between the slit in the lantern 
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nozzle and the prism. The aniline blue is the 
“ soluble blue of commes:ce dissolved in water and 
acidified with a few drops of dilute sulphuric acid. 
Instead of iodine green, “ malachite green,'" or 
almost any of the coal-tar greens can be used, as 
they all transmit a band in the red. The exact 
strengths of the solutions must be previously found 
by trial. 

D fp 250). — The absorption-spectra of various 
coloured glasses were thrown on the screen by 
interposing the media between the slit and the 
prism in the usual uay. 

E fp. 254\ — The papers are prepared in the 
ordinary way, care being taken to remove excess 
of silver nitrate by a final immersion in a solution 
of the corresponding alkaline haloid. Three long 
and narrow strips* arc cut, washed with water till 
free from soluble salts, and then sensitized with a 
solution of sodium nitrile or sulphite. The three 
strips are fastened on a board and exposed for one 
or two minutes, the total width and length of the 
sensitive papers being sufficient to be covered 
completely by the spectrum. The strips are 
washed and developed by ferrous oxalate. The 
distribution of colour is shown (as in Experiment R ) 
by pencil lines drawn beneath the spectrum during 
exposure. 

F (p. 265). — Paper coated with silver bromide is 
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exposed to the electric light till darkened, then 
brushed over with a weak alcoholic solution of 
iodine, washed with water, sensitized by sodium 
nitrite, exposed to the spectrum for one or two 
minutes, then washed and developed by ferrous 
oxalate. The spectrum colours are pencilled out 
as before ; a maximum appears in the green on 
development. 

G (p, 271). — Taper coated with silver chloride is 
darkened by exposure to white light, then brushed 
over with a solution of potassium iodide and 
exposed to the action of the spectrum (See Experi- 
ment L, Lecture VI., p. 233). The experiment can 
be repeated with silver bromide, giving a short 
exposure and developing with ferrous oxalate. 

H (p. 279'. — The absorption-spectra of solutions 
of KpCr.^Oy and KoMiigO^ arc shown on the screen 
in the usual way. 



LECTURE VIII. 

Relationship between Photochemical Decomposition and 
7\b&orption of Light — Draper’s Law — Effect of Mole- 
cular Aggregation upon Sensitiveness of Silver Haloids 
— Photography of Red and Infra-Red Rays. — Physical 
Analogy between Emission Spectra and Photographed 
Spectra — Photochemical Action probably intramolecular 
— Effects of Dyes on Local Sensitiveness.— Ortho- 
rhromatic Photography — Photochromy 

In the picbcnt Icctuie ^\c must set out from cer- 
tain fundamental physical conceptions. 1 f a chemical 
compound absorbs some of the rays of the spectrum, 
the eneig-y of the ethereal undulations pioducinc; 
those rays must be used up in doing some kind of 
AA/ork upon or within the molecules of the com- 
pound. There may be a production of heat or of 
electricity, or there may be chemical decomposition, 
an equivalent quantity of the absorbed light dis- 



DECOMPOSITION AND ABSORPTION 289 

appearing as such. These statements will be self- 
evident to those who are familiar with the teachings 
of modern physics — they are based upon the 
universally received doctrine of the conservation of 
energy. At the present moment it is with photo- 
chemical decompOi.ition that we arc alone con- 
cerned. 

The inherent property of the molecule of a 
silver haloid which confers upon it its sensitiveness 
to special rays is its power of absoibing those rays. 
This faculty is no doubt ultimately dependent 
upon the mechanical structure of the molecule, 
but it is beyond my province to deal here with 
these questions of molecular physics. The proof 
of this statement does not rest however upon such 
a prio 7 ’-i mechanical conceptions, but is capable of 
experimental demonstration. It has been shown 
by many experimenters that whenever a beam of 
light passes through a sufficient thickness of a 
solution or gas in which photochcnih''al change is 
induced, the emergent light is deprived of the 
faculty of producing any change in a further 
quantity of the same solution or gas. The special 
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undulations wKich arc effective for the particular 
substance are sifted out of the beam, and the 
residual rays are thus wanting in that constituent 
which is capable of affecting the substance being 
experimented with. This has been proved in the 
case of solutions of ferric and mercuric salts in 
the presence of reducing agents as well as for other 
mixtures [A]. It may thus be taken as a general 
law that photochemical decomposition implies the 
absorption of some particular constituent of the light, 
and as this was first distinctly enunciated in 1841 
by the American physicist J. W. Draper, it will be 
well to associate the principle with its discoverer 
and to speak in future of Draper’s law. 

Attempts to directly demonstrate the truth of 
this law in the case of such photo-sensitive com- 
pounds as the silver haloids are frustrated by the 
opacity of these salts, but there are other reasons 
for believing that the law applies in these cases. 
These reasons will I think be easily intelligible 
after our treatment of spectrum photography in 
the last lecture. If thin films of the silver haloids 
in suitable vehicles are examined by transmitted 
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light, it will be found that the absorption spectra 
are complementary to the photographic spectra. 
Let us understand the full significance of this fact. 
The maximum absorption, as shown by the spectral 
analysis of the transmitted light, coincides with the 
maximum of photo-decomposition as revealed by the 
developer after exposure to the spectrum. Thi< 
means that the waves which arc the most effective 
photographically arc precisely those which arc 
absorbed by the haloid — in other words Draper’s 
law of the relationship between absorption and 
photochemical decomposition has a direct bearing 
upon photographic processes. This is not a 
merely inductive leap, but a conclusion which I 
must now attempt to justify in detail. 

Perhaps the best proof of the existence of such 
a relationship between photographic sensitiveness 
and absorption is furnished by the optical change 
which is associated with the change in the state of 
molecular aggregation undergone the silver 
haloids during the process of ripening. This 
subject has already been touched upon in a former 
lecture (p. 124) and we may now resume its cor- 
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sideration with advantage. Commencing with 
silver bromide it will be remembered that in its 
unripened state it appears reddish by transmitted 
light, but as the particles grow by ripening less and 
les', red is transmitted. What does this change 
imply ? You will of course be prepared with the 
answer that the larger particles absorb more of the 
red. But if absorption means photochemical de- 
composition, as Draper’s law leads us to expect, 
the ripened bromide should be more sensitive to 
red, and this is just what is found on photographing 
the spectrum A large number of most carefully 
made experiments have been conducted by Dr. Eder 
and they all confirm this conclusion. Here are three 
of Edcr’s curves which wall speak for themselves : — 
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No. 1 . represents the action upon the unripened 
bromide and No. II. the action upon the ripened 
haloid, both being emulsified in gelatine. The 
dotted curves show the efifect of short exposure 
and the continuous curves the result of longer 
exposure. No. III. shows the efifcct of ripening 
almost up to the point of decomposition. 

These curves are highly instructive taken "in 
connection with the other purel}^ chemical con- 
siderations which have been dealt with in former 
lectures. It will be seen that the position of 
the normal maximum for the bromide is not 
materially shifted — the effect of ripening is simply 
to extend the sensitiveness more towards the red. 
We sec now why the ripened bromide is the more 
sensitive ; it is affected by a wider range of spectral 
colours than when in the unripened condition. 
This is the optical justification of the statement 
which was made in the last lecture (p. 258) re- 
specting the superiority of the bromide lor rapid 
photography. 

The general result of these and similar experi- 
ments is to show that the sensitiveness of the 
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silver haloids for particular rays is largely depend- 
ent upon their state of physical aggregation. 
This state is in its turn dependent upon the 
mode of formation of the haloid, the nature of 
the vehicle in which it is suspended, the state of 
dilution of the reacting solutions, &c. By appro- 
priate treatment, the details of which I cannot 
now stop to explain, silver chloride is capable of 
being obtained in dTferent states of molecular 
aggregation corresponding to the ripened and 
unripened forms of the bromide. As illustrating 
the influence of the vehicle, it has been found 
that the highly sensitive ripened form of the 
bromide is much more difficult to obtain in 
collodion than in gelatine. By taking certain 
special precautions however, Abney has succeeded 
in producing a form of the bromide in collodion 
which appears blue by transmitted light, and 
which is sensitive to rays far in the infra-red 
region of the spectrum.^ This special form of 
emulsion is confessedly difficult to prepare ; by 
its means it is possible to obtain photographs 
^ Phtl Trans, Roy Soi. 1880, p. 653? Eid. 1886, Part II. p. 457 - 
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of the spectrum far beyond the lowest limit of 
visibility. The coarse-particled bromide is in this 
form susceptible even to waves of such low re- 
frangibility as those emitted by a vessel of boiling 
water. The action of the spectrum upon this 
and the two modifications of the chloride is shown 
in the curves figured below : 
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Chloride (I and II.) and on the Reu-sen‘?itive fokm of Silver 
Bromide (III.). 


No. I. represents the ordinary form of the 
chloride in collodion, the film appearing red by 
transmitted light. No. II. is the same haloid 
emulsified in gelatine and absorbing more of the 
red ; this form appears grey by transmitted light. 
No. III. is the photographed spectrum on the red- 




296 THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY. 

sensitive form of the bromide in collodion pre- 
pared by Abney 

The results which have been laid before you in 
this lecture are of such importance that no excuse 
need be made for attempting to get a little further 
insight into the inner mechanism of the processes 
of absorption and decomposition which have been 
revealed. The general history of the progress of 
knowledge teaches us that the greatest advances 
are always made wlicn one branch of science en- 
croaches upon another. I might devote a whole 
course of lectures to the illustration of this prin- 
ciple. Consider for example the application of 
electricity to the decomposition of chemical com- 
pounds, icsulting in the discovery of the compound 
natuic of the alkalies and the isolation of the 
metals potassium and sodium , or take again 
the application of physical principles to the in- 
terpretation of the properties of gases leading 
to the law of Avogadro and the complete revolu- 
tionizing of the fundamental conceptions con- 
cerning the nature of chemical atoms and molecules. 
Coming nearer to our present subject, remember 
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the influence of the introduction of optical methods 
into chemical invcstig^ation resulting in the dis- 
covery of spectrum analysis with its far-reaching 
consequences. Looking at these curves showing 
the effects of a change in the state of aggregation 
upon the sensitiveness of the silver haloids, it is 
impossible to avoid coming to the conclusion that 
we may have in this phenomenon a point of coi^tact 
between chemistry and j)hysics which only awaits 
further development in order to lead to results 
of lasting importance to both branches of science. 

That inherent property of a silver haloid 
molecule which causes it to undergo a maximum 
amount of decomposition per unit of time in a 
particular part of the spectrum is no doubt a 
result of the mechanical structure of the molecule. 
The rays arc absorbed because the molecule or 
some constituent of the molecule has a period 
of vibration which is synchronous with the period 
of vibration of the ether-wave corresponding to 
that particular colour. We know absolutely 
nothing as yet of the internal mechanism of 
molecules, and I must caution you that I am 
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here entering upon speculative ground. It would 
be rash therefore to attempt to draw any close 
analogy between known physical phenomena 
which are capable of being explained mcchani- 
cally^ and that which occurs in a solid particle 
under the influence of light The only compaiison 
which it is safe to venture upon is that the 
absorption of light in these cases is analogous 
to the absorption of an aii-wavc corresponding 
to a definite note in music by a stretched string 
or a tuning-fork capable of emitting the same 
note when thrown into vibration The stiing 
or tuning-fork can take up the sound in this 
case because its period of vibration corresponds 
with that of the air-wave [B] 

But even this analogy docs not take us very 
far, and if pressed too closely it may lead us 
astray altogether It is sometimes asserted for 
instance that the absorbed impulses cause the 
molecule to swing as a whole, the amplitude 
becoming at length sufficient to cause one of the 
constituents to fly off. This may be the state 
of affairs, but it is also possible that the 
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absorbed impulses act upon one constituent of 
the molecule only. The former view would 
lead to the conclusion that in the case of the 
silver haloids the action of the blue rays is to 
cause photochemical dissociation. But wc have 
learnt that this is not the case — we know that 
we must have a halogen absorbent present or 
the decomposition docs not take place at ^ all. 
The photo-decomposition may thus be in reality 
a mechanical function of the halogen atoms in 
contact with a second substance with which they 
can combine. This view appears all the more 
probable when wc consider that both the silver 
haloids and all other photo-decomposable halogen 
compounds are most sensitive for the blue and 
violet rays, i.e. the very colotn's which are most 
strojigly absorbed by the halogens themselves [C]. 

Any attempt to present a physical picture of 
what occurs in a silver haloid molecule during 
the process of ripening would take us still further 
into the region of speculation. We know for 
a fact that the particles grow in size during this 
process, so that the red-absorbing particle must 
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consist of a larger aggregate of molecules than 
the blue-absorbing particle. But how increase 
in size (and consequently in mass) affects the 
vibrating period of any one constituent of the 
system of molecules is at present beyond the 
reach of physical inquir)^ An analogy might 
perhaps be useful here if employed with caution. 

If we take a ray of light consisting of waves 
of some two or three vibrating periods only, such 
for instance as the light emitted by glowing 
hydrogen, and examine its spectrum, vv^e sec only 
certain bright lines in the positions corresponding 
to their respective refrangibilities. These bright 
spectral lines are the optical expressions of the 
mechanical structure of the hydrogen molecule — 
they indicate that the molecule is capable of 
vibrating in certain periods and thus of emitting 
waves of particular lengths. The width of the 
lines will of course depend upon the width of 
the slice of light which is passed through the 
prism, i.c. upon the width of the slit of the 
spectroscope. Now it has been shown by the 
researches of Plucker and Hittorf and of 
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Frankland and Lockyer and others, that, the 
diameter of the slit remaining unaltered, the 
width of these hydrogen lines goes on increasing 
as the pressure of the glowing gas is increased ; 
in other words, the discontinuous spectrum tends 
to become continuous as the pressure increases, 
I cannot but think that there is a real analogy 
between this discovery and the spreading of-^the 
photographic spectrum of silver bromide as its 
particles become larger. A glance at the curves 
will show that the position of the normal 
maximum remains unaltered throughout. This 
maximum is the analogue of the position occupied 
by a bright line in the spectrum of a glowing gas, 
and the effect of an increase in the size of the haloid 
particle is analogous to the cffxt produced upon 
the spectrum of the gas by increase of pressure. 
In both cases the spectrum widens out in such a 
way as to make the discontinuous spectrum tenci 
to become continuous : in other words, to the 
special vibrations corresponding to the maximum 
of luminosity in the emission spectrum or of 
absorption in the photographic spectrum, pressure 
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in the one case and increase of size in the other 
case, causes the addition of vibrations of both 
longer and shorter periods than those which 
may be regarded as the normal vibrations of the 
gas or of the haloid. 

Such considerations as these lend countenance 
to the belief which has already been expressed, 
that it is not the molecule of the silver haloid 
as a whole which is responsible for the special 
photographic sensitiveness of the compound. 
The fact that the maximum remains while the 
pai tides go on growing seems to point most 
distinctly to the conclusion that the seat of 
photochemical action is intra-molecular. Were 
it other^visc we should expect to find such 
a distinct increase in size associated with a 
displacement of the maximum or with the 
appearance of a new maximum. The curves 
show that this is not the case — the maximum 
of decomposition still takes place about G, but 
to this major sensitiveness there is added a 
minor sensitiveness for the less refrangible rays, 
or, more correctly speaking, the feeble sensitive- 
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ness for the less refrangible rays is exalted to 
a practically workable pitch by the increase in 
size of the silver haloid particles. To bring 
this point home by a practical illustration I may 
add that, even with the red-sensitive form of the 
collodio-bromide emulsion, Abney has found that 
in order to impress the region about A an 
exposure twenty-five times greater than |^hat 
required to photograph G is necessary, while 
the infra-red requires thirty-five times the 
exposure for G. The spectrum in this case was 
that of bright sunlight at noon. 

Tlie present position then, so far as concerns 
modern photographic processes, is that although 
the sensitiveness for such colours as yellow, 
orange, and red can be increased, we cannot 
with silver salts obtain a plat^" which is equally 
sensitive to rays of both high and low refrangi- 
bilities. Till this is done, or rather till a plate 
can be prepared which is sensitive to colours in 
the same order of intensity as ue perceive them, 
no photographic picture will give an absolutely 
faithful representation of coloured objects — the 
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blues and violets will still give a stronger 
impression than the other colours. These more 
refrangible colours can of course be toned down 
by causing the light to pass through an absorbing 
medium, such as red glass, but although the less 
refrangible rays arc given greater effect by this 
means, it is obvious that the total sensitiveness 
of the plate is lowered in consequence. The 
ideal state of perfection which is the aim of 
modern investigations, is to have a plate which 
shall without loss of sensitiveness record the 
actual visual intensities of the colours of an 
object in their correct values. Such a plate would 
be orthochromattc. It has already been pointed out 
that in all ordinary processes the silver haloid 
iccords its colour impressions in quite a different 
Older to that in which they arc recorded on the 
human retina : the object of orthochro^natic photo- 
graphy is to bring visual mtensity and photographic 
intensity into harmony. 

The first step in this much-desired direction was 
made in 1873 by Professor II. W. Vogel, of Berlin, 
w^ho discovered that the silver haloids could be made 
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sensitive to yellow and greenish-yellow by tinting 
the films (collodion) with certain coal-tar dyes such 
as corallin, aldehyde green, cosin, cyanin and many 
others. This discover}^ formed the starting-point 
of a series of investigations which have been carried 
on to the present time by various experimenters. 
I cannot stop to recount the different steps in the 
progress of this discovery, but must limit myself n.o 
a brief statement of the general results which have 
been arrived at. The main fact, that new maxima 
of chemical activity can be obtained in the less re- 
frangible regions of the spectrum by the addition 
of dyes to tlic film, has been confirmed by the work 
of becquerel, Waterhouse, Abney, Caiey Lea, Edcr 
and C. II. Bothamley. ^sowthat gelatine emulsion 
is so generally used in photography, the practical 
aspect assumed by the problem is the rendering of 
such films orthocliromatic by the addition of suit- 
able colouring matters. Immense numbers of dyes 
have been tried under various conditions, e.>pecially 
by Dr. Edcr of Vienna, The onl), point of mani- 
pulation which it is necessary to explain is that the 
film may be dyed by adding a solution of the colour- 
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ing matter to the emulsion itself, or the coated dr} 
plate may be dipped in the coloured solution and 
when dyed withdrawn and dried. The amount of 
colouring matter employed is also a point of import- 
ance, since too little or too much both act detri- 
mentally with respect to special sensitizing action 
Accoidingto some recent experiments of Abney’s it 
is not even necessar}^ to dye the film, but the same 
effects are produced by coating the sensitive surf.ice 
with a varnish containing the colouring matter 

The importance of this new dcpartuic will be 
sufficiently obvious from the general considerations 
which have been submitted in the couise of the 
present lecture The first thing that must be real- 
ized before we can proceed to discuss the chemical 
bearing of the discovery, is the precise way in which 
these dyes influence the photographic spectrum. 
The following scries of curves selected from the 
results of P^dcr and Abney ^ will show how the 

^ rdev’s curves (I. to X ) aio taken from a paper by C. II. Both 
arnley in the youju Soc. Chitn I ml for 1887, p 425 Abneys 
cuives (XT to XIV ) are selected from a senes given in t)ic Con 
fcrence number of Toui f?al of the Camera Cluby March i6th, 
1888, vol 11 p. 58. 
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colouring matters affect the less refrangible end of 
the spectrum. 
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I It,. T2 

I Vicjlets , II Grtens, 111 Iodine grccii ; IV Cvaruii ; V. Fosin ; VI. Am- 
mnniacal ruse Bengal , VII. Coerulein , VIII Ghrysanilme , IX. Kosin on 
AgCl ; X. Eostn -f Cy.inin ; XI. rythrosin on Agl 4- AgN03 , XII 
ErytKrosin on AgBr , XIII. Erythrosin on Ag' 1 XIV. Cyanin on Agl.1. 
Where the haloid is not specified AgBr has been .n d 

With respect to these curves it must be borne in 
mind that they show nothing more than the relative 




3 o 8 the chemistry OF PHOTOGRAPHY. 


sensitiveness of the dyed film for the different 
regions of the spectrum. They tell us nothing 
of the absolute sensitiveness of the plate. The 
new maximum in the less refrangible region 
ib often acquired at the expense of a general 
diminution of sensitiveness at the more refrangible 
end, so that a longer exposure has to be given to 
bring out the special sensitizing action of the dye 
in other words the total sensitiveness of the plate 
is lowered. Then again it must be observed that 
for the colouring matters used anei under the partic- 
ular conditions of the experiments, the maximum 
of action is still in the more refrangible region. 
This means that such dyed plates, although rela- 
tively more sensitive to green, yellow, orange, or red 
than they were before, aie still possessed of greater 
sensitiveness for violet and blue, so that in photo- 
graphing a coloured 'object on one of these plates 
it would still be jaecessary to tone down the blue 
and violet by interposing an absorbing medium, 
such as yellow glass. Even with the best of ortho- 
chromatic plates it seems that some such yellow 
screen is necessary before a coloured object can be 
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photographed with all the colours represented in 
their true gradations of brightness. Another point 
which an inspection of these curves brings out is that 
the same dye produces different effects with the 
different silver haloids. This will be seen on com- 
paring V. and IX. showing the action of eosin on 
the bromide and chloride respectively, and.. XL 
XII. and XI 11. showing the action of erythrosin on 
the iodide, bromide, and chloride. 

In its practical applications orthochromatic pho- 
tography is most likely to be serviceable where 
distinct differences of colour have to be repro- 
duced, such as in the copying of paintings. It 
will be readily underi^cood also that an ortho- 
chromatic plate w^ould be valuable in cases where 
we have to employ artificial ligh^, like gas or candle 
light, which is relatively poorjiti the more refrangi- 
ble rays, because in such a plate the sensitiveness 
for the less refrangible rays is exalted b}' the action 
of the dye. In continuing the experiments in this 
direction, Mr. C. II. Bothamlcy, of the Yorkshire 
College, Leeds, has succeeded in preparing plates 
which are more sensitive to yellow and orange than 
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to blue and violet, and which thus approach the ideal 
coincidence between visual and photographic inten- 
sity The result of this recent work , that of the 
numerous colouring matters tested, ammoniacal 
erythrosin appears to be the most effective sensitizer 
for the yellow, and ammoniacal cyanin for the 
orange ^ It will be instructive to inspect the accom- 
panying curves taken from Mr Bothamley's paper 
and showing the effects of some of the most active 
sensitizers upon gelatino-bromide emulsion 

N M L H G F hE D €BA 

I 
B 
BT 

IV 

V 

1 Gelatino bfomide (undyed) , 11 Ammoniacal Kosin ; III Ammoniacal 1 
throsin; IV. Ammoniacal Rose Bengal V. Ammoniacal Cyanin. 

^ A number of photographs taken by Mi. Lolhamley were pro 
jecled on the screen. These showed in a very striking manner the 
difference between the pictures of coloured objects, such as flowers, 
coloured papers, &c., taken on ordinary plates, and on plates dyed 
with ammoniacal erythrosin, both with and without the intervention 
of a yellow glass screen 
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It is generally admitted by practical photo- 
graphers that the seeds sown by Vogel in 1873 are 
likely to develop into results of the highest value 
to the art. But although the utility of ortho- 
chromatic photography has been proved in many 
ways, it must be confessed that, so far as the 
scientific aspect of the discovery is concerne4t we 
arc at present only on the threshold of an unknown 
region. There are many discrepancies in the 
very facts themselves, and dififerent workers are by 
no means concordant in their results. From a 
chemical point of view the data require purification 
— not only figuratively, but also literally. There is 
no doubt that most of i.iC discrepancies have arisen 
from the use of commercial specimens of the 
C(douring matters instead of the pure chemical 
compounds, and the action of the dyes has thus 
been complicated in unknown ways For this 
reason the results are hardly ripe for discussion as 
yet, and I cannot do much more than lay before you 
the existing views respecting the principles at work. 

If we sum up the evidence at present available^ 
the one general outcome which appears to be of 
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the most significance is, that there is a distinct 
connection between the specific absorption of the 
dye and its sensitizing action. In order to find out 
in which part of the spectrum the sensitizing action 
will be exerted, it is only necessary to examine 
the absorption-spectrum of the dyed film itself — 
where the dark absorption-band of the colouring 
matter appears, there will be a new maximum on 
exposure to the spectrum and development [D]. 
It must however be borne in mind that this holds 
good only foi colouring matters which act as 
special sensitizers It by no means follows 
because a colouiing matter shows a definite 
absorption-spectrum, that it will necessarily sensi- 
tize for the region where absorption takes place 
in other words, absorption may or may not be 
associated with special sensitizing action. Indigo 
ior instance absorbs the yellow, but docs not 
sensitize a film for this colour. Then there is 
another point which must not be overlooked in 
stating the connection between absorption and 
sensitizing action, and that is that the coincidence 
between the absorption -band and the region 
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sensitized is only true when wc examine the 
absorption of the dyed film itself, i,e. of the coloured 
gelatino-bromide emulsion when dry. The coin- 
cidence is said by Vogel and Edcr not to hold 
good when the spectrum developed on a dyed 
gelatino-bromide film is compared with the true 
absorption-spectrum of the dye in aqueous or 
alcoholic solution, or in a plain gelatine film 
containing no silver haloid. The association of 
the dye witli the silver haloid is said by these 
observers to cause a slight shifting of the absorp- 
tion-band, towards the red, so that the second 
maximum in the developed image is a little on the 
less refrangible side of die absorption band shown 
by the spectrum of the colouring matter in vehicles 
containing no silver haloid.^ But here again I 
must caution you against receiving these state- 
ments as final, because other workers have failed to 
obtain this shifting of the maximum. 

* This displacement of the band of absorption (and chemical 
activity) towaids the red is believed to be in accordance with Kundt’s 
law, which asserts that the absorption-band of a colouring matter is 
displaced towards the red as the refractive power of the medium in 
which the substance is dissolved increases. 
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No theory of the action of sensitizing colouring 
matters upon the silver haloids can be as yet 
regarded as conclusively established. There seems 
to be no connection between the chemical con- 
stitution of the colouring matters and their 
sensitizing action ; neither is there any connection 
between their fluorescent properties or their power 
of anomalous dispersion and their action as special 
sensitizers. Two distinct classes of hypotheses aie 
current, one physical and the other chemical. 
According to the older view the vibrations absorbed 
by the dye are transferred to the silver salt and thus 
render the latter sensitive in the region of absorp- 
tion. Some such idea as this appears to have 
influenced the course of experimental work in the 
early days of the discovery, and the colouring 
matters were in accordance with this view spoken 
of as “ optical sensitizers/’ This physical theory 
has however been modified, chiefly through the 
researches of Eder, who has shown most con- 
clusively that the silver haloid is actually dyed by 
the colouring matter, the silver salt forming a 
compound of the nature of a lake with the dyestuff 
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Whether these compounds of the silver haloid with 
the colouring matter are truly chemical, or whether 
they are “ molecular/' i£. physical, need not concern 
us now, but Eder’s experiments clearly prove their 
existence. Starting from this fact, the authority just 
named supposes that the vibrations are absorbed by 
the coloured compound, whatever the latter roay 
be, the energy of the absorbed vibrations being 
chiefly spent in doing the work of photochemical 
decomposition. The same vibrations absorbed by 
the dye alone, in the absence of the silver haloid, are 
chiefly converted into heat and do but little 
chemical work. 

Against these physical hypotheses there is much 
to be urged on a priori grounds, but it will be safer 
to confine ourselves to the results of experiment. 
According to Abney the action is purely chemical, 
the colouring matter undergoing photochemical 
decomposition (by oxidation or otherwise) in the 
region of absorption and giving rise to products 
which act as reducing agents upon the silver haloid. 
The fact that the best sensitizing colouring matters 
are just those which arc known to be most easily 
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affected by light, such as the phthaleins fcosin 
group) and cyanin, is strongly in favour of the 
chemical hypothesis. Let me remind you of the 
bleaching action of light upon a sheet of paper dyed 
with eosin, shown in the first lecture (Exp.N, p. 34) 
Now the chief difficulty which chemists will expe- 
rience in accepting this explanation is, that the dye- 
stuff should by photochemical decomposition give 
rise to products which exert a reducing action upon 
the silver haloid. But this difficulty ari.ses from 
our ignorance of the nature of the products formed 
under these conditions. It must be remembered 
that the molecules of these colouring matters arc 
extremely complex, as will be seen from the follow- 
ing empirical formuhe of a few of the most 
active : — 

]>osin . . 

Rose Ben^i;cil . C .oII.ClJjOr.K, 

Erythrosin 

Cyanin (quinoline blue) , 

It is not to be wondered at that among the pro- 
ducts of decomposition of compounds having such 
liighly complicated molecules as these dyes, there 
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should be substances of a reducing character. 
Thus an active reducing agent, formic acid, has 
already been stated (page 22) to be among the pro- 
ducts of the oxidation of gelatine by potassium 
dichromate under the influence of light, so that the 
production of a reducing agent by the photo- 
oxidation of a highly complex molecule is^not 
without a parallel. 

There are other considerations which tell in favour 
of the chemical hypothesis, such for instance as the 
fact that the addition of ammonia increases the 
special sensitizing action of the dyes, but some of 
the experiments described by Abney appear to me 
to prove most conclusiv Jy that it Is in this direction 
that we must look for the explanation of the phe- 
nomenon. The nature of the evidence furnished by 
these experiments will be best appreciated from 
a brief description of a few typical cases : — 

A plain collodion film dyed with eosin was ex- 
posed to the action of the spectrum ; a bleached 
band appeared in the green in the position of the ab- 
sorption-band seen in the spectrum of the light trans- 
mitted through the film. The plate was then coated 
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with a collodio-bromide emulsion, allowed to dry, 
and then developed. A dark band appeared in the 
position occupied by the bleached band before the 
application of the emulsion and development. On 
repeating the experiment with cyanin the same re- 
sult was obtained, only the bleached band was in the 
orange and the dark band, after development, in the 
same position. Then again other experiments were 
conducted with collodio-chloridc films tinted with 
cyanin and exposed to the spectrum till the latter 
was visibly printed. Now on the physical hypothe- 
sis we sliould expect to find two maxima of pboto- 
rcduction under these circumstances, one in the 
violet and the other in the region of absorption, i.e 
in the orange. But there was nothing of the kind — 
the normal maximum of decomposition showed 
itself in the violet, but the orange band was bleached 
as before. With short exposure both the violet and 
orange maxima came out dark on development, 
showing that the decomposition of the dye in the 
orange had given rise to products which reduced 
the silver haloid sufficiently to enable it to give a 
dark band on development. Similar experiments 



ABNEY^S EXPERIMENTS. 


319 


were made with gclatino-chloride films with the 
same result, and, what is still more striking, it was 
found that the dye exerted its action if the plate 
was coated with a plain collodion or varnish film 
coloured with cyan in, and then exposed to the 
spectrum and developed. Even when the dyed 
collodion or varnish was washed away from the 
gclatino-chloride film after exposure, the orange 
maximum could be developed, showing that the 
reducing product of the decomposition of the d}’e 
had done its work. Many other experiments were 
made witli the other haloids both with cyanin and 
crythrosin, and all leading to the same conclusion, 
vi/. that it is the act’ m of the spectrum on the 
colouring matter in the region of absorption, and 
not upon the silver haloid itsc'f, which gives rise 
to the second maximum in the spectrum photo- 
graphed on an orthochromatic plate. I regret much 
that time will not permit me to give a more extended 
account of these interesting experiments,^ but I have 

’ The original description of the experiments will be found in the 
Conference number of the Journal of the Camera Chid^ March l6lh, 
1888. 
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described a sufficient number to enable you to see 
that their general drift is to disprove the physical 
hypothesis and to substitute chemical action. 

Before taking leave of this part of the subject 1 
am tempted to offer a suggestion which may be of 
use in guiding future experiments. The chemical 
hypothesis of orth(x:hromatic action rests upon the 
fact that the best special sensitizers are the most 
fugitive dyes. Now there is reason for believing 
that the bleaching of a colouring matter by the 
action of light is due to photochemical oxidation. 
If this be the case atmospheric oxygen may be 
essential for the production of orthochromatic effect, 
and the formation of a second maximum in the 
less refrangible part of the spectrum might be 
prevented by immersing the dyed plate in a 
reducing solution, or in some inert liquid or gas 
which prevented access of air. Experiments of 
this kind might easily be made, and if the action 
in the green, yellow, or orange, did not take place 
under these circumstances, the chemical hypothesis 
of orthochromatic photography would be raised to 
the rank of a proved theory, while on the other 
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hand, if the second maximum still appeared, this 
hypothesis would not be disproved, because it is 
possible that the breaking down of the complex 
molecule of the colouring matter by the action of 
light might take place in the absence of oxygen, 
and thus also give rise to the formation of products 
of a reducing character. 

Before wc have finished with the action of the 
spectrum on the silver haloids, I have to call atten- 
tion to a special property of the chloride which has 
long been known, and which is of interest in con- 
nection with the greatest of all photographic 
problems — the direct p* d permanent reproduction 
of the camera picture in its natural colours. Let 
me state at once, in spite of occasional rumours 
or .sensational newspaper paragraphs, that thi.s 
problem has never been solved. The only approxi- 
mative attempts have been rendered possible by 
the fact that silver chloride is capable, under 
certain conditions, of receiving an impression of 
the spectrum in which the colours more or less 
approach the natural spectral colours. 


Y 
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The first observations in the direction indicated 
were made by Seebeck in 1810, and the subject 
was more closely investigated thirty years later by 
Sir John Herschel. The experiments went to 
show that when a surface of silver chloride on 
paper was exposed to white light till it became 
violet, the spectrum then impressed itself on the 
chloride, after a lengthened exposure, in colours 
approximating to the natural hues. Other in> 
vestigators have carried on the work under 
different conditions, and have confirmed the 
general result that silver chloride can be made 
susceptible of photochromatic impressions. In 
1847-48 and 1855, E. Bccquerel made known his 
experiments with polished silver plates, which were 
covered with a film of violet chloride by a brief 
immersion in cupric chloride or other chlorinating 
solution, and then exposed to the spectrum ; such 
films recorded the colours in the same way as 
Herschers violet chloride paper. Similar results 
were obtained by Niepce de St. Victor 
(185 1— 66), by Poitevin (1865), by Zenckcr (1868), 
and quite recently by Carey Lea upon the red 
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photochloridc which has been alluded to in a 
former lecture. A modification of the method 
which has latel}* been described by G. Staats,^ 
enables me to show you an approximation to 
photochromatic printing which will serve to 
illustrate the general nature of the results. A 
copper plate has been silvered by electro-deposi- 
tion, and the polished surface covered with a slate- 
coloured film by a brief immersion in a solution 
of ferric chloride Various coloured glasses have 
been placed in contact with the film and the whole 
exposed to sunshine. On removing the coloured 
glasses it is seen that under each glass there is 
a colour approximatin' somewhat to that of the 
glass — the correspondence is not very perfect, but 
is sufficiently distinct to enable you to see that 
each glass has given a differently coloured 
impression [E]. 

These experiments have not yet led to any 
practical issue, because the colours cannot be fixed, 
but from a chemical point of view the line of work 
opened up by them promises to b^ of interest. 

^ Btr. Deutsch. Chem. Gesell. 1S87, p. 2322. 

Y 2 
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The photochromatic property apparently belongs 
to the reduction product, which we now have good 
reasons for believing to be an oxychloride. It may 
at first sight appear improbable that the coincidence 
between the colours of the spectrum and the colours 
of the impressed film is a mere accident ; but 
although this is difficult to believe I venture to 
think that it is an accidental coincidence and 
nothing more. By this I mean to say that there 
is no connection of a physical nature between 
the vibration-period of the ether-waves and the 
colours assumed by the reduction product — the 
connection probably arises from the production 
of different compounds in different parts of the 
spectrum, and it happens that the colours of 
these compounds approach somewhat in shade 
to those of the corresponding spectral colours. 
In the best specimens of these photochromatic 
spectra that I have ever seen, the colours were 
certainly nothing more than approximations to 
the pure spectrum colours, and even in these 
spectra some of the coloured effect was due to 
the unaltered ground colour of the film, in 
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regions where some particular colour had pro- 
duced no action at all^ 

Of the chemical nature of these differently 
coloured products we know ab'^olutely nothing. 
According to Carey Lea the purple forms of the 
photochloridc do not give such good results as 
the red forms. Violet, blue, and red gla<.ses 
produce distinct photochromatic impressions upon 
the red photochloride : green produces but little 
effect, and yellow is capricious in its action. G, 
Staats has recently made some experiments,^ 
having for their object the isolation of the different 
coloured products, but after dissolving the colours 
off the silvered plate by ammonia, no other product 
than Carey Lea’s red photosalt could by any 
means be obtained. The cole ured products arc 
vicstroyed by the action of the solvent, and all the 
colours when heated on the plate arc, according 
to Staats, converted into the red photochloridc. 
by allowing thin silver foil l float in ferric 
chloride solution for a few seconds till distinct 
colours were produced, this same experimenter 
^ Per, Deutsch. Chem, Gesell, 1888, p. 2199. 



326 THE CHEMISTRY OF PHOTOGRAPHY, 

succeeded in obtaining films of a violet and red 
colour from which the excess of silver could be 
dissolved out by nitric acid, the films thus treated 
retaining their original colours. Until we have 
analyses of these coloured products it is useless 
to attempt to speculate as to their chemical nature, 
but a survey of all the facts available makes it not 
improbable that we may have in these cases oxy- 
chlorides or compounds of oxychlorides with un- 
altered chloride containing varying proportions 
of water of hydration or constitution Beyond 
this it would be at present unsafe to venture in 
attempting to deal with the chemical principles of 
photochromy. 



APPENDIX TO LECTURE VIII. 

A (p. 290). — The relationship between absorp- 
tion and photochemical decomposition can be 
shown by taking two glass cells A 13 , C D, with 
parallel sides, dividing each cell into two parti- 
tions by a vertical septum and then strapping the 
two together side by side by means of india- 
rubber bands. The cell A B is filled with the 
mercuric chloride and immonium oxalate mixture 
(Exp. G, p. 32) in one partition B, and with water 
in the other partition A. The other cell is filled 
with the mercuric oxalate mixture in both parti- 
tions, C and D. The arrangement is shown m 
plan below : — 

A 

The whole system is then placed in the electric 
beam, A B being towards the light, and exposed 
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Fig. 14, 
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till the contents of B become distinctly opalescent. 
On disconnecting the cells and exhibiting the 
result it will be found that C has remained clear 
while D has become opalescent, the rays traversing 
B having been deprived of their decomposing 
power by passing through the mercuric solution. 
The rays reaching D having passed only through 
the water in A are active towards the mixture. 
The internal diameter of each cell should be at 
least an inch, so that the light may traverse this 
thickness of solution in passing through the front 
cell. Instead of the mercuric oxalate mixture, 
ammonio-ferric oxalate solution may be used and 
the contents of C and D tested after exposure 
by means of potassium ferricyanide. 

B (p. 298). — Two tuning-forks of which the 
notes are in unison are selected, one being 
mounted on its sounding-box. The other fork is 
then struck and while vibrating is brought as near 
the fork on the sounding-box as is possjble with- 
out actually touching. The latter soon takes up 
the vibrations and emits a note on its own account. 

C fp. 299). — The absorption spectra of chlorine, 
bromine, and iodine are shown in the usual way 
by placing flasks full of the gas or vapours in 
front of the slit in the nozzle of the lantern and 
projecting the spectrum on the screen. 

D (p. 312). — The absorption spectra of dyes 
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(eo^^iin, magenta, cyanin, &c.) are shown by inter- 
posing gelatine films coloured with the substances 
in question in the path of the ray of light passing 
from the lantern through the prisms of the spec- 
trum apparatus. 7 die special sensitizing action of 
a dye is shown by exposing a sheet of paper 
coated with silver bromide and dyed with a solu- 
tion of cosin (i gram per 1000 c.c.) to the action 
of the spectrum for a few minutes and *then 
developing with ferrous oxalate. Two maxima 
appear, one near G, and the other in the green. 
The limits of the spectral colours are marked out 
in pencil as before during exposure. 

E (p. 323). — The silver plate is immersed for 
about 5 — 10 seconds in a 5 per cent, solution of 
fenic chloride. As soon as the surface has acquired 
a uniform slaty coloui the plate is withdrawn, 
washed with water, and dried on a blotting-pad. 
The coloured glasses arc then >aid on the surface 
and the whole exposed to bright ligiit till the 
coloured impressions are formed. Sunlight was 
found to be much more effective than the electric 
(arc) lightj twenty or thirty minutes' exposure 
having been found necessary at the time the plate 
referred to was prepared The plate can be used 
over again by dissolving off the colours with dilute 
ammonia, washing, drying, and re-polishing with 
lixiviated chalk. 



LECTURE IX. 

Post-developmental Processes. — Fixing Agents. — Intensifi- 
cation and Weakening of the Silver Image. — Printing 
Processes. — Albumcnized Paper Process. — EniLilsion 
Prints. — Reduction Products of Organic Silver Com- 
pounds, — Image I'ransference. — Toning of Silver Prints 
with Gold. - Theory of the Operation. — The Platinotype 
I’rocess. — Chromatized Gelatine and Pigment Piintmg 
Processes 

It i.s familiar to all who have worked practically 
at photog^raphy that the developed image ha.s to 
be submitted to certain subsequent operations in 
order to obtain a finished picture from it. The 
chemistry of these post-developmental processes 
is comparatively simple, and I propose to devote 
this concluding lecture to their consideration. 
The first thing to be done with the negative 
after development is to fix the imace ; and this 
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operation, chemically speaking, is nothing more 
than the removal of the unaltered silver haloid 
from the film by the use of a suitable solvent 
whicli will take out the unchanged haloid without 
attacking the silver picture. The fixing agent s 
now employed are potassium cyanide or sodium 
thiosulph ate, both these salts being capabk of 
dissolving t he silver Jialoids by virtue of their 
forming double salts which are extremely soluble 
in water. Thus, in the case of potassium cyanide 
the silver haloid is dissolved out of the film in 
accordance with such reactions as these : — 

Agbr -f 2KCN - AgK(CN)2 -f KBr ^ 

Agl + 2KCN - AgK(CN)2 + KI. ^ 

The use of sodium thiosulphate as a fixing 
agent was, as already stated, suggested by Sir 
John Ilerschel in 1839. The old name of 
“ hyposulphite has been abandoned b\^ chemists 
because a lower acid forming ' series of salts, 
M'2S02, has been since described by Schiitzen- 
berger, and these are accordingly the true hypo- 
sulphites. It would be well for the sake of 
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uniformity in nomenclature if photographers 
would generally, adopt this necessary alteration. 
The double salt formed by the action of the 
thiosulphate upon the silver haloid is a silver 
sodium thiosulphate : — 

2AgBr 4 - 3Na2S^03 = Ag2Na4(So03)3 + eNaBr. 

The solid crystalline double salt has the formula 

Ag,Na,(SA.)3.2H„0. 

It is well known that a strong solution of thio- 
sulphate is necessary in fixing ; if the solution 
is too weak, instead of the extremely soluble 
double salt there is formed another insoluble 
double salt of the formula AgNa(S,03),H20, 
which would remain in the film [A]. It is only 
necessary to point out in dismissing the chemical 
action of fixing agents that the potassium cya- 
nide of commerce is always alkaline and has a 
tendency to soften the gelatine film. This salt 
moreover has a slightly solvent action upon 
metallic silver, and thus tends to reduce the inten- 
sity of the image in the medium tones : for these 
reasons sodium thiosulphate is safer as a fixingagent. 
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It sometimes happens that a negative after 
development and fixing is found no t to have suffi- 
cient density for printing purposes. This defect, 
which may arise from insufficient exposure or 
under development or other causes, is remedied, 
as all photographers Cnow, Ty'a process of intensi- 
fication. There are many intensifiers in use, and 
I shall have to limit my remarks to a few of the 
best known substances employed for this purpose. 
In the old collodion process the image was often 
intensified by the application of a further quantity 
of an acid ferrous sulphate or pyrogallol developer 
to which a little silver nitrate had been added 
just before use. T‘ e silver image was thus 
enabled to go on increasing in density by the same 
process as that by which it was originally formed. 
It is evident that this operation is nothing more 
than a continued development. 

In the case of gelatine films the use of a 
silver intensificr is objectionable because of the 
tendency of gelatine to retain soluble silver 
salts. Of the various intensifiers now in use, 
mercuric chloride followed by the application of 
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other substances is recommended by many prac- 
tical photographers, and it will be instructive to 
follow out the chemistry of this process. If a 
negative is immersed in a solution of mercuric 
chloride the dark image becomes bleached, owing 
to the reduction of the mercuric salt to mercurous 
chloride by the metallic silver, as was pointed out 
by Herschel in 1840 [B] : — 

+ 2HgCl, = 2AgCl 4- ng,Cl,. 

The image is thus transformed into a mixture 
of silver chloride and mercurous chloride, both 
being white and insoluble, but not sufficiently 
opaque to enable the negative to be used for 
printing. After washing off the bleaching solu- 
tion, the white picture is therefore darkened by 
being washed over with some other solution which 
effects the necessary change in colour. Thus, by 
using a dilute solution of ammonia the silver 
chloride is dissolved out and the mercurous 
chloride transformed into the dark dimercurous- 
ammoniurn chloride [C] : — 

Hg^Clg + 2NH3 = NH^HggCl 4 NH4CI. 
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Sometimes ammonium sulphide is used, in which 
case the mixture of silver and mercurous chlorides 
is transformed into a mixture of the sulphides. 
Or again, the bleached picture may be darkened 
by the application of sodium sulphite [D], which 
reduces the mercurous chloride to mercury, or by 
potassio-ferrous oxalate, which reduces both 
the silver and mercurous haloids to the metallic 
state [EJ ; — 

Hg^Cl, -f Na2S03 4- li^O = ellg -h Na^SO, 

+ 2 HCI 

2 AgCl -f 2 FeC A + KoC.O, = Ag^ + Fc.,(C20,)3 
+ 2 KCI 

HgoCl^ -h 2 FCC 2 O, + A ^ 2Hg + Fe2(C20,)3 
-f 2 KCI 

Such an intensifier as potassio-ferrous oxalate 
thus restores the image in silver and mercury, the 
total density being obviously much increased. By 
again treating such an image with mercuric 
chloride and repeating the application of ferrous 
oxalate, a further increase in density is given, and 
so the process can be repeated any number of 
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times in succession till the necessary opacity is 
obtained. Another Intcnsifier recommended by 
many workers for gelatine plates is a solution 
of potassio-silver cyanide, prepared by adding 
potassium cyanide to silver nitrate till the pre- 
cipitate first formed is nearly all redissolved. 
This solution is applied to the image bleached 
by mercuric chloride [F]. 

The action of potassio-silver cyanide upon 
mercurous chloride gives rise to the formation of 
a dark product which contains a large amount of 
silver, but the substance is a complex mixture 
containing also mercury, ciyanogen, and a trace 
of chlorine.^ Silver appears to be the chief con- 
stituent and its formation may take place accord- 
ing to the reaction : — 

IIg,C4 + 2AgK(CN), = Ag, + 2HgrCN), 

+ 2 KCI. 

^ This statement is based on a series of analyses of the dark pro- 
duct, obtained by allowing a solution of potassio-silver c^yanide to 
remain in contact vi^ith freshly precipitated and washed specimens 
of mercurous chloride for periods varying from seventeen hours to 
fourteen days. The experiments were made at the Finsbury Tech- 
nical College by two students of the Chemical Departmen^ Messrs. 
J, M. Smith and J. II. Coste. 
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Another class of intensifiers is t} pified by such 
compounds as the fcrricyanides of uranium and 
lead, the first of these having been introduced b\' 
Selle, and the second by Eder and Toth. If the 
silver image is washed with a solution of a ferri- 
cyanide, the latter becomes reduced to fcrrocyanidc. 
Thus in the case of lead ferricyanide : — 

2 Ag, + 2Pb JA ,(CN\, = Ag,Fe(CN), + 3 Pb.,Fc(CN), 

The silver image thus becomes converted into a 
denser picture composed of a mixture or possibly 
of a compound of the fcrrocyanidcs of lead and 
silver. Both these salts are white, and in order 
to darken them and render them opaque, the plate, 
after the intensif3a*ng solution has been thoroughl}^ 
washed out, is treated with a soludon of ammonium 
sulphide so as to convert the fcrrocyanidcs into the 
dark sulphides of the metals. The action of Selle’s 
uranium intcnsificr is similar in princijde, only the 
uranic fcrrocyanidc, being of a dark brown colour, 
at once intensifies the picture without the sub- 
sequent application of a darkening agent such as 

ammonium sulphide. The metallic fcrricyanides 

Z 
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used in these intensifiers arc prepared by double 
decomposition between a soluble salt of the heavy 
metal and potassium ferricyanide ; eg -. : — 

3Pb(NO,), K,Fc/CNX, - rb3Fc,(CNX, 

-f 6KNO3. 

The intensifiers most generally used having thus 
served to illustrate the general chemical principles 
involved in the process, it is unnecessary to dwell 
much longer upon this part of the subject I ma) 
just point out that of the numerous intensifiers 
pioposcd by vanous operators, some act in the 
simplest possible Wii\ by substituting anothci 
metal for the silver of the image. This is the 
case, for instance, with auiic and platinic 
chlorides 


3 4- 2 AuC I3 - All, -h 6A0CI 
2Ag3 + PtCl, = Ft + 4AgC] 

The selection and practical application of the 
intensifier most suitable to any particular kind 
of negative is a matter of individual judgment 
and experience, but if I attempted to deal with 
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this I should be going- beyond my present limits, 
which, as you are fully aware, do not comprise 
photographic manipulation. 

The weakening of a negative which by over 
cxpo.sure or over development has given too dense 
an image, is another problem which the photo- 
grapher sometimes has to deal with. In this case 
the silver deposit has to be thinned down by the 
use of an appropriate solvent. The chemical 
conditions which have to be met are simple 
enough, although the practical application of the 
method is, as in the case of intensification, a matter 
of skill and judgment. The substances generally 
employed arc those which arc capable of partially 
converting the metallic silver into a salt which can 
be immediately dissolved away. Two of the 
weakening solutions in use will serve to illustrate 
the principle of action. I .shall speak of these 
substances as “weakening agents” in order to 
avoid the use of the term “ reducing agents/’ which 
has a totally different chemical meaning. 

It is well known that a silver plate can be coated 
with a film of chloride by immersion in a solution 


Z 2 
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of ferric or cupric chloride: in other words sihcr 
reduces these salts [G] : — 

Ago + 2 C uClo = 2AgCl + Cii.Clj 
Ago 4- Fe,Cl, = 2 AgCl + Fc.Cl,. 

It would thus appear sufficient to wash the 
image with one of these chlorinating solutions so 
as to cover the silver superficially with chloride, 
and then dissolve off the chloride with sodium 
thiosulphate. Such a method of weakening would 
no doubt be effective, but it would be attended by 
a serious practical difficulty, and that is that the 
operator would not be able to ascertain to what 
extent the chlorinating solution had acted till after 
the removal of the silver chloride, and then he 
might find too late that the action had gone too 
far. The weakening agents now in vogue have 
therefore been devised with the object of enabling 
the operator to see the course of the action of the 
solution, so as to stop the process at the desired 
stage. The two weakening agents which I have 
selected as types have been introduced by Eder 
and Farmer respectively, and they both depend 
upon the reducing action of the silver of the image 
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upon a ferric salt, and the simultaneous removal of 
the silver salt thus formed by sodium thiosulphate. 
Thus in Edcr’s process a solution of potassio-fcrric 
oxalate is prepared by adding ferric chloride to 
potassium oxalate, and this solution, immediately 
before use, is mixed with a solution of sodium 
thiosulphate. On washing the plate with this 
mixture the silver in the first phiCQ forms an 
oxalate, which is immediately removed by the 
thiosulphate : — 

+ Fe,(C,0,)3 = Ag,C,0, + 2FcC,0, 
Ag3C'20j+ 2Na2S,/)3 = 2 AgNaSo 03 -i- Na^CoO^. 

Farmer’s solution, which is generally used as a 
weakening agent for gelatine plates, is a mixture 
of potassium ferricyanidc and so^lium thiosulphate. 
The silver in this case first becomes converted 
superficially into fcrrocyanide, and the latter is 
then dissolved by tlic thiosulphate: — 

2Ag.3 + 2K(,Fc/^CN),„ = Ag^Fc(CN\ + K^Fe(CN)(; 

AgiFc(CN)a + 4Na2SP3 = 4AgNaS303 

+ Na,Fe(CNV 
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When a finished negative has been produced, the 
next operation is ta obtain a positive print from it 
Of the printing processes now in use, the ordinary 
albumenized paper process is the most generally 
employed, and is therefore no doubt the most 
familiar to you, so that wc may commence with 
this method. In order to prepaie the paper for 
printing it is first coated with a solution of salted 
albumen, the latter substance being obtained from 
the whites of eggs, and the salt used being ammo- 
nium chloride. When dry the albumenized papei 
is sensitized by being floated for a short time on a 
silver nitrate bath, after which it is allowed to drain 
and dry. Now the first point that concerns 
us is the chemical natuic of the sensitive suiface 
prepared in this w^ay The ammonium chloride 
of course forms silver chloride by double de- 
composition, but the sensitiveness of the surface 
is not due to silver chloride only, because 
the albumen also forms a compound with the 
silver of the nitrate — a fact w'hich has already 
been alluded to (p 117). The nature oT the 
compound which is formed w^hen a soluble silver 
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salt is added to a solution of albumen is quite 
unknown, but this need not surprise us when we 
bear in mind the fact that we know practically 
nothing of the chemical nature of albumen itself 
The empirical formula gencrall)^ assigned is (after 
Lieberkuhn) ; but there is really at 

jn'esent no satisfactojy evidence that the substances 
fnmd in the animal and vegetable kingdom,"h.nd 
grouped by chemists under the general name of 
“ albumcnoids,” are definite clivemical compounds 
at all Those who arc acquainted with the 
methods of organic analysis will see that the 
formula of a compound having any approach 
to the complexity indicated above, cannot be 
deduced from analytical results with any degree 
of reliability. 

Whatever may be the true constitution of 
albumen, it is at present only essential that you 
should recognize its property of forming an insolu- 
ble compound with silver nitrate [H]. Whether 
this substance is a salt or a molecular compound 
matters little, but, like all other organic silver com- 
pounds^ such as the “ gelatino-nitrate referred to 
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in a former lecture (p. ii8V it ib decomposed by 
light with the formation of a reddish-brown reduction 
product, and this is the property which is utilized 
in the printing process which we are now consider- 
ing. The sensitive surface in this process consists 
therefore of a mixture of silver chloride and silvei 
“ albumenatc,” together with the excess of silver 
nitrate. The negative is placed in close contact 
witli a sheet of this prepared paper, and is, as you 
all know, exposed to light till the positive image is 
visibly printed to a somew^hat deeper shade than is 
actually required in the finished piiiit With re- 
spect to the chemical composition of the positive 
print at this stage all that can be said is that it is 
formed of a mixture of the photo-reduction products 
of silver chloride and silver “ albumcnate ” The 
silver nitrate no doubt acts as a sensitizer towards 
the chloride, but it is improbable that it plays this 
part towards the organic silver compound 

^ Certain organic bases belonging to the group of “anhydio- 
ba'ics give gelatinous piecipitatcs with ammoniacal silver nitrate 
which darken on exposuie to light, and in their general appearance 
and properties aie very suggestive of the silver compounds formed 
by albumen and gelatine. See a paper by the author and F. W. 
btreatfeild, Joiun. Che/n, Soc. Trans. 1887, p. 699. 
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Instead of using a printing* surface in which the 
silver chloride and organic silver compound are 
formed together, as in the process just described, 
the silver haloid may be emulsified in some organic 
vehicle and the paper or other printing surface 
coated with the emulsion. Several of these emul- 
sion printing processes arc in use. Thus a collodio- 
chloridc emulsion was introduced by Whafton 
Simpson in which silver chloride is emulsified in 
collodion, and citric acid added to play the part of 
an organic sensitizer, A gelatino-chloride emulsion 
has been introduced by Abney in which a mixture 
of silver chloride and citrate is emulsified in gela- 
tine in the usual manner, and then washed as 
previously described (p. 123) to remove the excess 
of soluble salts. For the var.ous modifications 
and the modes of application of these printing 
emulsions I must refer you to the practical treatises. 
From a chemical standpoint it is important to re- 
member that the action of light upon these emul- 
sions is allowed to continue up to the stage of 
visible decomposition, and is not stopped at the for- 
mation of an invisible image. The printed picture in 
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all these ca^es is therefore composed of a complex 
mixture of the reduction products of the silver 
haloid and of the organic silver compound. 

7'hcrc is another method of obtaining silver prints 
which is now very frequently cmploj/ed, and which 
combines both printing and development on the 
same surface. In this process, advantage is taken 
of the extreme sensitiveness of gelatirio-bromide 
emulsion, paper coated with this emulsion having 
been recently introduced by the Eastman Company. 
It \\ould be superfluous for me to say anything 
further about the chemistry of this method, as the 
principles have been amply dealt with in formei 
lectures, Tliis bromide paper can be used for contact- 
printing from a negative in the usual way, onl), 
instead of exposing up to the stage of visible decom- 
position, a short exposure is given, and the invisible 
image devxfloped by ferrous oxalate ; the print is 
then washed and fixed as in the ordinary gelatino- 
bromide dry plate process. The positive picture is 
therefore in this case composed of metallic silver, 
and has in consequence a very different ‘‘ tone ” to 
the ordinary albumen ized silver prints. One 
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advantage possessed by this bromide paper is that 
the great sensitiveness of the emulsion for rays of 
low refrangibility enables a print to be made by 
means of artificial light, such as lamp light oi 
gas light, and the same property of the film enables 
it to be used for the production of enlarged prints. 
It is only necessary to put the negative into a kind 
of magic-lantern, and throw its imago, magnific*cl by 
the lens up to the desired scale, on to a sheet of 
the bromide paper and expose, develop, and fix as 
usual. With an ordinary paraffin lamp with a 
metallic reflector behind it in the lantern, an ex- 
posure of three minutes has been found sufficient 
to give an enlarged image from a quarter- plate 
negative on a sheet of paper 12x10 inches in 
area. Some of the results obtained b}" this method 
of enlargement have been forwarded by the East- 
man Company for inspection. In looking upon 
these pictures it is interesting to reflect upon the 
accumulated experience which has rendered it 
possible for the modern photographer to take a 
negative in a very few .seconds, and to obtain from 
it an enlarged positive print, using only such 
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sources of Ijght as would have been quite inadequate 
to produce any impression on the sensitive films 
employed before the introduction of gelatine 
emulsion 

Returning to the question of the chemical 
composition of the image printed on a surface 
composed of silver chloride and some organic 
compound of silver, such as the albumenate, 
the most obscure point is the nature of the re- 
duction pioduct of the oi gallic silver comi^ound. 
There is a wide field for investigation in this 
direction, because it A\ould appear from certain 
experiments which have been made from time to 
time, that a\c may ha\c reduction products of 
organic silv^cr compounds which aic analogous to 
the oxy haloids or photosalts. This is a vciy in- 
teresting point in connection with the chemistry 
of silver compounds, and it is all the more im- 
portant because \vc know absolutely nothing of the 
nature of these organic silver rceiuction products. 
The evidence which justifies the belief that these 
products are the organic analogues of the haloid 
photosalts may be very briefly summarized. 



IMAGE TRANSFERENCE. 


349 


In the first place an albumenized glass plate 
coated with silver albumenate by immersion in a 
silver nitrate bath gives an image on exposure 
which can be developed by means of pyrogallol. 
This observation was made by Monckhoven in 
1863, and its importance in connection with the 
present subject consists in the fact that no silver 
haloid is present in the film, so that the ima^e is 
formed entirely by the photo-decomposition of the 
albumenate. In the next place wc get more 
distinct evidence in the same direction from certain 
experiments on what is called “ image transference '' 
which have been recently made by Carey Lea. 
In order to give a clear notion of what is meant 
by “ image transference,” I will first describe an 
experiment which was ma Ic by Eder and 
I^izzighelli in 18S1. An invisible image was 
formed on a plate coated with silver chloride, and 
then, before development, the plate was treated 
with a solution of potassium bromide. Now it is 
well known that silver chloride is decomposed by 
this last salt : — 


AgCl + KBr = AgBr + KCl. 
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The unaltered silver chloride is thus converted 
into bromide, and not only this, but the reduction 
product (photochloride) is also transformed into 
the analogous photobromidc — the image becomes 
transferred from the chloride to the bromide, and 
the reduction product of the latter can be dc- 
vxdoped as usual after the plate has been washed 
The experiment is not striking enough as a lecture 
demonstration to warrant its repetition before you, 
but chemically it is of great importance. Sup- 
})osing the reduction products to be oxyhaloids the 
change may be thus represented : — 

Ag,OCU + 2KBr = Ag,ORr, -f- 2 KCL 

Now Carey Lea has accomplished for the organic 
silver compounds what Eder and Pizzighelli have 
done for the chloride. He has found that such 
salts as the tartrate, citrate, oxalate, benzoate, &c , 
arc capable of receiving an invisible image which 
can be transformed into the corresponding haloid 
reduction product by treatment with hydrochloric 
or hydrobromic acid, and the image thus trans- 
ferred can be developed as usual The full 
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significance of this observation will appear if I 
repeat one of the experiments [I]. A sheet of 
paper coated with silver tartrate is exposed for 
about a minute to the electric light. In accordance 
with the general notions of photo-dccomposition 
we may now expect to have a surface formed of the 
reduction product of the tartrate. On removing 
the paper and painting a design upon it vf*fth 
dilute hydrochloric acid, we have a design in 
photochloridc on a background of what 1 may 
provisionally call phototart rate. The latter com- 
pound is capable of development, but it docs not 
give such a dense image as the photochloride, 
so that on tearing the paper in half and developing 
one portion with ferrous oxalate the design comes 
out black on a dark ground. F>'oni the other half 
of the paper the phototartrate can be completely 
removed by immersion in dilute nitric acid, which 
docs not attack the photochloridc. Now, on wash- 
ing and developing this other half, the design 
comes out bldck on a white ground. Such ex- 
periments as this point to the formation of organic 
silver reduction products, and it is possible that 
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the darkened gclatino-nitrate '' or albumenate of 
silver may consist of such compounds. It is for 
this reason that I have directed attention to the 
subject of image transference in connection with 
the theory of silver printing. 

Whatever may be the actual chemical compo- 
sition of the image printed on a surface of 
albumenized paper sensitized in the mannci 
already described, the reddish-brown colour of 
this image is objectionable, and it is accordingl)' 
modified by a subsequent operation known as 
toning.” This last process consists in depositing 
on the darkened portions of the print a finely 
precipitated powder of reduced gold or some 
other metal, which changes the reddish colour of 
the mixed reduction products into the tone so 
familiar in finished silver prints. In practice, gold- 
toning is now most generally in use, the print 
being first washed and then immersed in the 
toning-bath till the desired shade is reached. 

The toning-bath contains a neutral solution of 
auric chloride, AuClg, as its active constituent. 
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the salt being generally supplied in the form of 
the double salt, NaAuCl4,2H20, which is obtained 
by evaporating a solution of common salt and 
auric chloride to the crystallizing point. This 
double salt, which has the advantage of being 
non-del iquescent and neutral, may be regarded 
as sodium chloro-aurate, i.e. the sodium salt of 
chloro-auric acid. HAUCI4. the compound wluch 
exists in a hydrochloric acid .solution of auric 
chloride, and which can be obtained therefrom by 
evaporation in yellow’ crystals having the formula 
HAUCI4, 41120. 

With respect to ‘"he chemistry of the toning 
process, it appears to me that a great deal of 
unnecessary mystification has been introduced 
into some of the treatises on photography. Con- 
sider the state of affairs in the toning-bath. A 
film, composed of the reduction products of silver 
chloride and silver albumenatc together with 
unaltered silver chloride and albumenate, is 
immersed in a solution of auric chloride. It is 
essential for good results that the toning-bath 
should be neutral, and the gold salt is accordingly 


A A 
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mixed with such substances as chalk, borax, 
sodium carbonate, phosphate, or acetate Now 
it IS well known that gold salts are most readily 
leducible — almost any reducing agent, organic or 
inorganic, uill precipitate gold from a solution of 
the chloride Thus, the action of sulphurous acid 
or ferrous sulphate ma^ be taken as typical [J] — 

2AuCl3+3ll2SO,4-3Hp-Au,+ 3H SO,4- 6IIC1 
2 AuC 1 j -f- CFeSO, = Au^ + Fc^Clo 4 2Fc2(S04)3 

The toning solutior may theicfore be looked 
upon as contciimng a potential deposit of metallic 
gold Kady to be precipitated on any leducing 
surf ice that ma} be bathed by it — just in the 
same wa) lint the acid developuig solution may 
be regarded as containing a potential deposit of 
metallic silver Ihe leduction products of the 
silver chloiidc and albumen ite forming the positive 
image act as reducing agents,^ and thus become 

’ If T, reducing agent is put into the toning buth, it reacts directly 
with the aunc chloride, and prevents the precipitation of gold on 
the image I his is why it is so constantly urged in all practical 
manuals th it no sodium thiosulphate should be allowed to get into 
the toning bath 
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covered with the deposit of gold which imparts 
the tone to the print The unchanged silver 
chloride and albumenate cause no reduction, and 
therefore receive no deposit. 

Much stress is laid by practical photographers 
upon the necessity for keeping the toning-bath 
neutral, and the reason for this appears to be 
that the presence of free acid checks the depo- 
sition of gold. Free hydrochloric acid would in 
fact play the part of a restrainer, and since this 
acid must necessarily result from the reduction 
of the auric chloride, it is requisite to have present 
some salt which at once cntei'S into reaction with 
the acid and forms a soluble chloride with 
the liberation of an equivalent quantity of some 
milder acid, such as acetic, caroonic, Src. This is 
the function of the sodium acetate, carbonate, 
or other salt which is mixed with the toning 
solution. 'rhe sodium chloride thus formed no 
doubt in its turn helps to decompose the un- 
altered silver albumenate or any free silver 
nitrate present in the film, converting these com- 
pounds into silver chloride which is dissolved 


A A 3* 
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out in the subsequent operation of fixing by 
thiosulphate. 

The colour of finely-divided gold precipitated 
by reduction from a solution of one of its salts 
depends very much upon the state of concentration 
of the solution and the rate at which it is deposited. 
This is a very old observation due to Faraday. 
If the deposition takes place very slowly we get 
a red form of gold, if it takes place more rapidly 
the gold particles appear blue, these diffeienccs 
being doubtless due to different states of molecular 
aggregation. Now the reduction product of silver 
albumenatc is naturally red, and it is therefore 
the blue form of gold which is required in order 
to give the print the desired tone It is for this 
reason that the toning-bath is kept neutral ; the 
deposition of gold must take place as rapidly as 
possible consistently with uniformity in order to 
insure the piecipitation of the blue-particled 
form. The accumulation of a restrainer like 
hydrochloric acid in the toning-bath is therefore 
to be avoided ; this is accomplished by the 
addition of the salts referred to, and by the 
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occasional neutralization of the bath solution with 
chalk. 

After the print has been toned it is washed and 
fixed by immersion in a solution of sodium thio- 
sulphate. The chemistry of this operation has 
already been sufficiently explained ; but it is im- 
portant to remember that in the silver print at 
this stage we have an image composed of the 
reduction products of silver albumenate and 
chloride coated with a deposit of gold, the re- 
maining portions of the surface consisting chiefly 
of silver chloride formed by the action of the 
soluble chlorides in the toning-bath on the 
unaltered silver albumenate and the free silver 
nitrate which may have beeii retained by the 
fllm. The thiosulphate of course dissolves out 
all this silver chloride, but it is without action on 
the reduction product of the albumenate, so that 
the image is not affected by the fixing solution 
so far as concerns this organic silver constituent. 
But the reduction product of silver chloride is 
known to be decomposed by sodium thiosulphate, 
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leaving a residue of metallic silver (p. 45). The 
inorganic silver constituent (photochloride) of the 
image must therefore be decomposed in the fixing 
bath, and the finished print must be looked upon 
as consisting of an organic silver compound coated 
with silver and gold ^ 1 he importance of thoroughly 
washing out every trace of thiosulphate after fixing 
in order to insure the permanency of the print 
is well known to all phologiaphcrs. One of the 
chief causes of the instibility of siKei prints 
the impel feet removal of the soluble thiosulphate 
or the formation o{ the insoluble thiosulphate 
AgNa(Sj03\ owing to an insufficiency of sodium 
thiosulphate or to 11 regularity of action in the 
fixing-bath. In order to insuic the complete 
destiuction of the last tiacc of thiosulphate it 
is therefore recommended after the final washing 
of the print to immeise the latter in a weak 
solution of iodine in potassium iodide, the iodine 


^ Much of the reduction product of the silver chloride is no doubt 
re chlorinated by aunt chloride during the toning process, so thv 
the proportion of metallic silver left in the fini'^hed print must be 
extremely small. 
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converting the thiosulphate into tetrathionatc 
according to the well known reaction : — 

2NaoS,03 + L = + 2NaI. 

The substitution of some other printing surface 
for the albumenizcd silver is <1 problem which has 
been solved in several ways. We may use for this 
purpose ferric or uranic salts, and develop by^ ap- 
propriate means in accordance with the chemical 
principles which have been sufficiently discussed 
in former lectures. One of the most promising of 
these recent methods gives an image composed of 
finely-divided platinum, and the chemistry of this 
platinotype process can be made readily intelligi- 
ble by the aid of previous considerations. The 
fact that the salts of platinum are susceptible of 
photo-decomposition has already been alluded to 
(p. 20). This property was made known in 1832 
by Ilerschcl, and the photo-chemistiy of the 
platinum compounds has been since investigated 
by Hunt, Gehlen, and many others. Time will 
not permit me to relate the various steps in the 
history of the process, and I need only add that it 
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has been brought to its present state of perfec- 
tion chiefly by Mr. Willis, and that it has been 
thoroughly investigated by Pizzighelli and Hubl. 

The first point to which attention must be 
directed is that the platinotype process is not a 
method of direct printing. Although the platinum 
salts, especially when in the platinous condition, 
are capable of being reduced to the metallic state 
by the action of light in the presence of organic 
reducing agents, this property has not yet been 
made available for the direct production of a 
platinum print. This is one of the problems 
awaiting future solution. The modern platinotype 
process depends upon the indirect rednehon of the 
platinum salt by some compound which first 
undergoes photo-reduction, and is then made to 
react with the platinum salt The principle con- 
cerned is somewhat similar to that which is made 
use of when a negative is intensified by platinic 
chloride (p. 338). In this case the metallic silver of 
the image is the reducing agent, and if we suppose 
the platinum solution to act for a sufficient time, 
the whole of the silver would be converted into 
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chloride, and the image replaced by its equivalent 
in metallic platinum. On fixing with thiosulphate 
the silver chloride would be dissolved away, and 
the platinum image left. This illustrates the 
indirect production of a platinotype print [K]. 

In the modern process the photo-reducible com- 
pound is a ferric salt, viz., ferric oxalate, the mode 
of decomposition of wdiich is familiar to you (p^ 16). 
The platinum is supplied by the reduction of a 
platinous compound, potassium chloroplatinite, 
concerning which it is desirable to give a little 
further information. Platinum tetrachloride, PtCl^, 
can by cautious heating to 300'" C. be made to 
give off two atoms of chlorine, leaving platinous 
chloride, PtCl2. This last salt is insoluble in 
w'ater, but is soluble in hydrochloric acid, and the 
solution contains chloroplatinous acid, ll^PtCl^. 
Just in the same way the hydrochloric acid solu- 
tion of platinic chloride is regarded as containing 
chloroplatinic acid, H2PtClg. Now on mixing a 
solution of chloroplatinous acid with potassium 
chloride and crystallizing, we get potassium chloro- 
platinite, K2PtCl4. In practice this salt is con- 
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veniently prepared by reducing the chloroplatinate 
with moist, freshly-prepared cuprous chloride : — 

K,PtCI, + Cu,CI, = K^PtCl, -f eCuCV 

On filtering and evaporating the solution the 
crystals of the chloroplatinite separate out. 

In order to piepare paper for platinotypc 
piinting, It is first sized so as to prevent the 
sensitizing solutions from being absorbed, and is 
then coated with a solution containing feme oxa- 
late and potassium chloroplatinite, made slightly 
acid with oxalic acid. The sensitized paper is 
thoroughly dried, and is then exposed under a nega- 
tive in the usual way. The effc'ct of this exposure 
is to produce an image in ferrous oxalate by photo- 
chemical 1 eduction, this image being imbedded in 
a film of potassium chloroplatinite, because the 
latter salt docs not undergo any appreciable amount 
of decomposition during the short exposuic that 
is necessary to decompose the ferric salt. Up to 
this point the platinum salt has taken no part in 
the process. Now ferrous oxalate is insoluble in 
water but is soluble in potassium oxalate, so that 
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on immersing the print in a solution of this salt 
(generally used warm) the ferrous oxalate is dis- 
solved out, and at the moment of its solution 
reacts with the chloroplatinite, reducing the latter 
to the metallic state : — 

3K,PtCl, -f- 6FeCA-3Pt + 2Fe/Cp,)3 
+ Fe,Cl, + 6KCL 

The amount of ferrous oxaLite produced on any 
part of the fcnic-coated surface is, broadly speak- 
ing, proportional to the amount of light which 
reaches that part of the surface. The high lights 
of the object, corresponding to the densest parts 
of the negative, thus correspond with the smallest 
amount of ferrous oxalate, and the deepest shadows 
of the object similarly give rise to the formation of 
the largest amount of ferrous salt, while the half- 
tones produce an intermediate cpiantity of ferrous 
oxalate. In this manner the image is impressed 
in ferrous salt, and the latter, when the print is 
immersed in the potassium oxalate bath, reduces 
the chloroplatinite to a proportional extent, so 
that the ferrous image is replaced by its platinum 
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equivalent The potassium oxalate solution thus 
causes the image to be developed, and at the same 
time partially fixes it by removing most of the 
unaltered ferric salts. The latter are finally dis- 
solved out by repeatedly washing the print with 
dilute hydrochloric acid. It is hardly necessary to 
add that an image composed of finely-divided 
platinum is practically indestructible by all those 
agents which arc capable of affecting a silver print. 

A number of printing processes, and especially 
the photo-mechanical methods, aie based on the 
action of light upon a film of chromatized gelatine 
fp. 23). The change of colour undergone by a 
solution of potassium or ammonium dichromatc 
when spread over a surface of paper and exposed 
to light was made use of in a piintmg process 
devised by Mungo Ponton in 1839. The property 
possessed by a mixture of potassium dichromate 
and gelatine of becoming insoluble in water under 
the influence of light was fiist utilized in a printing 
process described in 1852 by Fox Talbot, and the 
conversion of such a film into a coloured print by 
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mixing the gelatine with a pigment was effected in 
1855 by Poitevin. The nature of the chemical 
change undergone by the chromatized gelatine was 
first suggested by Swan in 1870, and nearly all that 
has since been made known concerning the photo- 
chemical action of chromium compounds upon 
organic colloidal substances is due to the investi- 
gations of Edcr published in 1878.^ A discussion 
of the various processes depending upon the use of 
chromatized gelatine would take us too far from 
the domain of chemistry on the present occasion. 
One of the best known is that made use of by the 
Autotype Company, specimens of whose work have 
been forwarded for your inspection. This process, 
as at present worked, is tl.e outcome of a method 
of printing with pigmented gelatine which was first 
successfully applied by Swan in 1 864, and a brief 
description will enable you to see how the action 
of light upon chromatized gelatine is practically 
utilized for the production of the coloured prints 
before you. 

^ Ueber die Reaciionen der Chromsattre und der Chromate atif 
Gelatin^ Gumnn^ Zucker^ Wien, 1878. 
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In the autotype process the colouring matter 
and gelatine are first made into a homogeneous 
mixture, and the latter, after being sensitized with 
potassium dichromate, is spread as a uniform film 
over the surface of paper. The sensitive film when 
dry is placed under the negative which is to be 
printed from and expos(^d to light in the usual 
way. The image at this stage is invisible because 
the insoluble portions of the film do not differ in 
appearance from those portions which are unacted 
upon by light. Now the extent to w'hich the 
chromatized gelatine is rendercal insoluble is 
dependent upon the amount of light wTich 
reaches any part of the sensitive surface. The 
high lights of the object, corresponding to the 
darkest parts of the negative, therefore give the 
smallest (piantity of insoluble gelatine, the shadows 
of the object give the largest quantity, and the half- 
tones an intermediate quantity of insoluble gelatine. 
But the whole surface of the film in contact with 
the negative is obviously rendered more oi less 
insoluble, so that development must take place J'roin 
the back of th^ film. When the printing operation 
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is over, the latter is therefore transferred to a 
paper support which holds it during develop- 
ment, the surface which was in contact with the 
negative being held by the support, and the film 
being thus stripped off the paper to which it was 
originally attached. On treatment with hot water 
the film is now attacked from behind and develop- 
ment takes place — that is to say the various poi;- 
tions of the gelatine arc dissolved away according 
to their solubility. Where the light has penetrated 
most, there most of the gehathie will be left : where 
the least light has been transmitted by the negative, 
the smallest quantity of gelatine will be left, and 
so forth. At this stage the developed print is 
consequently an image in relief on the surface of 
a gelatine film. The developed print on being 
again transferred to a white surfixe thus gives a 
coloured picture in which the depths of colour are 
proportional to the depth of pigmented gelatine 
through which the white light has to pass [L]. 
The high lights of the object correspond to 
the thinnest layers, the shadows to the thickest 
layers, and the half-tones to layers of coloured 
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gelatine of intermediate thickness. In this way 
the print is formed, its colour being of course 
determined by the pigment mixed \\ith the 
gelatine. This explanation will suffice to make 
intelligible the piinciple of the mode of working. 
It is perhaps neccssaiy to add that the image is 
latcially rev^ersed by the processes of transference, 
but this can be obviated by the use of an intei- 
mediate temporary support. The mtioduction of 
this modification is due to Mr. J. R Sawyer, 
through whose kindness you will have an oppoi- 
tunity of seeing how the whole autotype piocess is 
piactically earned out ^ 

^ At the conclusion oi the lecture n demonstration of the process 
w xs given b\ a reiuesentative of the AutQt}pe Compjin 
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A (p. 332). — A glass plate is coated with a filiK 
of collodion salted with strontium chloride, and is 
then sensitized (in red light) in a silver nitrate 
bath. One half of the ])late (wet with the bath 
solution) is then immersed in a strong solution of 
sodium thiosulphate, and the other half in a very 
weak solution of the same salt, d'he first half of 
the plate becomes quite clear, and the second half re- 
ceives a coating of the dc k insoluble double salt. 

P (p. 334)' — A design in metallic silver is pro- 
duced, as in Itxperiment H, p. 18 \ The paper is 
washed, immersed in a sodium tliiosulphate bath, 
and then again washed with water. On brushing 
over the design with a solution of mercuric chloride 
it gradually disappears. The paper is then washed 
in water and torn into five or six strips for sub- 
sequent experiments. 

C (p. 334). — A portion of the paper u.sed in the 
last experiment is brushed over with dilute am- 


B B 
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inonia, when the design again comes out dark on 
a white ground. 

D (p. 33 S). — Another portion of the paper from 
Experiment B is brushed over with a solution of 
ammonium sulphide, and another strip with sodium 
sulphite. 

E (p. 335). — A solution of potassio-ferrous oxalate 
is prepared by adding a cold saturated solution 
of ferrous sulphate to about 3 — 4 times its volume 
of a cold saturated solution of potassium oxalate 
Another strip of the paper from Experiment B is 
then brushed over with this solution, when, as 
before, the design comes out dark 

F (p. 336). — A solution of potassium cyanide is 
run into a solution of silver nitrate until the pre- 
cipitate first formed is just dissolved. Another 
strip from Experiment B is then brushed over with 
this .solution ; the design comes out dark. 

G (p. 340). — A silver design is produced as in 
Experiment B, and the paper is then torn into two 
strips, one of which is floated on a solution of cupric 
chloride and the other on a solution of ferric chlo- 
lide. In both cases the design gradually bleaches. 

H (p. 343). — A solution of silver nitrate is added 
to a solution of albumen in water in order to .'^how 
the formation of a curdy precipitate. 

I (p. 351). — Paper is coated with silver tartrate 
by floating it on .solutions of potassium tartrate 
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and silver nitrate alternately. The experiment is 
performed as described in the text. 

J (p- 354)- — A design is painted on a sheet of 
paper with a strong solution of ammonio-ferrous sul- 
[)hate thickened with starch paste. When the design 
is ncaily dry the paper is floated, face downwards, 
on an ordinary gold toning-bath solution till the 
marking comes out of a brownish colour. The 
experiment succeeds better if the gold solution 
is warmed before using. 

K (p. 361) — A design in silver is produced on 
paper, as in Experiment B. The paper is torn in 
half, and one portion floated, face downwards, for 
some minutes on a solution of platinic chloride 
Both halves arc then pas.sed through a dilute nitric 
acid bath, when the unplatinized portion of the 
design is completely dissolved away, while the 
j)latmizcd portion is not attacked, showing that the 
silver of the design has, in the latter case, been 
iLplaccd by platinum. 

L (p. 367). — The mcrease in the depth of shade 
by increasing the thickness of the coloured film 
can be easily shown by placing a thin sheet of 
coloured gelatine in the path of the electric beam, 
and then folding it so as to got double and 
quadruple thicknesses. 
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THE ELEMENTS OF CHEMISIRY. A Textbook foi 

Feginners BytheSime 1 cip 8vo is 6d 

PRIMER OF CHEMISTRY. By Sir Hi-nry E. Roscol, 

FRS With Questions iSiud ij \_Sii^nce Privtifs 

LESSONS IN ELEMENTARY CHEMISTRY, IN- 

OkG\HIC AND ORG4NH By the same Authoi With Numerous Illnstiations 
and Cliiomohih ) of tiie Solar S|iectruiu, and ot the Alkali^*s lud Alkaline Lart is 
New I iuion bi-ip 8%o /^s (d 

INORGANIC AND ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. A Com 

plete Ire-vtise on Tnorgaim and Orguiic Chcini try B SirHENRYF ROSCf>E 
V R b , and Prof C SCltORI FMMl K I* R S VVitVi Illustrations Medium bvo 
V Is I ani il ~1 NGR(jANIC till MlbTRY New LdUioii 
Vol I — Ihe Non Metilhc Eh nents 21 s 

Vol II — Pirt I — Metals Vol II Pm 1 1 —Metals rby 

Vol III -ORGANIC CHEMISIRY 

Ihc Che nisiry of tho Hydi icarwns an’ their I)«-riv itivcs ir Organic Chemistry 
With Nu neroiis lllust itioris Five P rts Pirts I II , and JV , '•li each 
Parts 111 indV,i8i etch Put VI {In tht, press 

SPECTRUM ANALYSIS. Lectures delivered m 1858 

Fv bir HLNRY KOb( OL IKS F jurth I htion R. vise! and corisidci ibly 
Fnlargfd by the Auth r and by A SC HHSI F R, F K S , Ph D , Piofe sor ot 
Applied M ithcinatic in the Owens C olRgt Victoria Uni veit.ity With Appendices 
Illustr xti jns, uid Platts 8vo 215 

A SERIES OF CHEMICAL PROBLEMS, prepared with 

Spai il K ftrence 1 1 Sir H I R srx s I essons in F lementary Chemistry By Prof 
T r Hi )kPE I Rb New iHitun, with kty ibinj 1 

A TREATISE ON CHEMICAL PHASICS By Prof 

1 1- IHORPF PhD. 1 RS, id Pruf A W RUCKI R lIluMrated 8vo 

[In ptefi i ration 

A HISTORY OF CHEMICAL THEORY By Ad 

\\URI7 Trinslitet byHrNRYWxTrs E R Cr iwn 8\o 

A MANUAL OF INORGANIC CHEMISIRY By 

Prif HrNR\ ARMSrRON Ph J) , 1 RS Crown Lao [In priparafton 

THE OWENS COLLEGE COURSE OT PRACTICAL 

ORGANJC ( lib MISIRV By JUI IDS B I UHl N PhD FCS With i 
PrefAce by Sir HI NRY ROSCOJ F R b , incl t SCHOkI I MMl R, F R S 
Ftap 8 VO IS (xi 

ELEMTNTS OF CHEMICAL PHYSICS By Prof 

JOSIAK P COOkI Ji nr Fourth F lition Royal 8\ i 2 Lp 

A SYSTEM OF VOLUMETRIC ANALYSIS. By Dr. 

EMIL F LEISCH I R 1 ranslated by M M Paitis n Muir FRSL Illustrated 
Crown Tvu 79 6i 
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MESSRS. MACMILIIN AND CO.’S POBLICATIOl' 

Standard Books for Chemical Students. 

A COURSE OF QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS FOI 

STUDFNFh HyW NOLL IIARX LEY, F R S Globe 8vo gJ i 

PRACTICAL METALLURGY AND ASSAYING. A 

Text book for the u.e of Ttacher<| Students, and Assayers By ARli'^UR H 
HIORNb With Illustrations OlibeSvo 6s 

A TEXT-BOOK OF ELEMENTARY METALLURGY 

FOR I HI USL OF STUDh N rS BytheSi.me To whu h is added ui Appendix 
of Lxdniindtioii Qluestions enibracing the whole of the Questions set in the three 
stages of the Subjeu by the Science and An Department f ir the past twenty yea 
Globe 8vo 4^ 

IRON AND STEEL MANUFACTURE A Text-book' 

foi Beginners t?> ARTHUR H HIORNS IllusirateJ Globe Svo 6 d 

MIXED METALS OR MEIALLIC ALLOYS By the 

Sitne Globe Svo 6s pul iisheJ 

THE OWENS COLLEGE JUNIOR COURSE OF 

PKXCIILAL CHtMISlRY By F JONES ?RSV, fCS Wuh 
Preface by Sir Henky Koscoe FRS, and Illustrations NcwLhtion iSmd 
zs 6d 

QUESFIONS ON CHEMISTRY A Senes of Problems 

and 1 xerciscs in In irganic and Oiganic Lhemistrj By tlic sane Author Fcap 
Svo .,4 

BLOWPIPE ANALYSIS By T L\ni)\uir Authoi ed 

English Ei turn By J lA.YLORandW KAY New Edit i n 

{in p7cPa7atiorr 

THE CHEMISTRY OF THE SUN By J Norm 

lOCKVlR IRS Dlustru d Svo ija 

CHEMICAL ARIIHMEIIC With 1200 Problcri 

By SYDNI Y LUP ION M A b C S , 1 I L Scond Ed tu n Revisca <> 
Abrid^td bcap 8vo 41 6/ 

A 'illEORY 01- SYLTS By C B MANsrirro Cr<iil 

8 VO i4.y 

HlS'IORY OP CHEMISTRY By EkN-^r von Meyf 

Translated Gi ktrMcCTiWAV Phi) ) 144 net pul li\i t 

A,N ELEMENIARY d EX I BOOK OF CHKMISTR 

1 y Pr f \^ ILI lAM G MIX! 1 R Rtx i c 1 1 I rt m C rown 8vj js b I 

PRACTICAL CHt MlblRYFOR MEDICA.LS TUDEN. 

Sjccially arranged f tie first M B Course P) M M lAllISON MUI 
b R S ] 1 cap Svo 14 ( / 

THE ELEMENTS OF THERMAL CHEMISTRY J. 

M M PA 1 I ISON MUIR, M A , I RSI awsttd by Prof l)i^VID MUI 
WIISON fvo rz (d 

OUTLINES OT GENFRAE CHEMIS I RY (PHYSICA^ 

AND IHEOREIIC^l) By Puf W OblY\ll) Praisluti by Ja 
W\lKPK D Sl PhD Svo xoi net T 

EXPERIMENTAL PROOFS OF CHEMIC-VL THEO| ' 

1 OR BE ax Xb Rb B> Pnf W R\db\Y PiD Pott bvo 24 6 i 4 ,f 

TEXT-BOOK or INORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 

Pr f IRAKI MSFN AKdiiin 8vo 16^ 

COAIPOUNDS OF CARBON, or, Organic Chemistl'J^ 

in InlroducLion to the Studj of By iht Sini>. Crown 8 vo 6i 
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